Dennis Prager: CT’'s Editorial
Confirms One of the Sadder
Realizations of My Life

The editor-in-chief of Christianity Today, Mark Galli, wrote
an editorial calling for the impeachment of President Donald
Trump.

In my view, this editorial only serves to confirm one of the
sadder realizations of my life: that religious conviction
guarantees neither moral clarity nor common sense.

The gist of the editorial-and of most religious and
conservative opposition to President Trump—is that any good
the president has done is dwarfed by his character defects.

This is an amoral view that says more about Galli than it does
about the president. He and the people who share his opinion
are making the following statement: No matter how much good
this president does, it is less important than his character
flaws.

Why is this wrong?

First, because it devalues policies that benefit millions of
people.

And second, because it is a simplistic view of character.

I do not know how to assess a person’s character—including my
own—outside of how one’s actions affect others. Since I agree
with almost all of President Trump’s actions as president and
believe they have positively affected millions of people, I
have to conclude that as president, Trump thus far has been a
man of particularly good character.

Of course, if you think his policies have harmed millions of
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people, you will assess his character negatively. But that 1is
not what never-Trump conservatives or Christians such as the
Christianity Today editor-in-chief argue. They argue that his
policies have indeed helped America (and even the world), but
this fact is far less significant than his character.

In the words of Galli: “(I)t’s time to call a spade a spade,
to say that no matter how many hands we win in this political
poker game, we are playing with a stacked deck of gross
immorality and ethical incompetence.”

This rhetorical sleight of hand reflects poorly on Galli’s
intellectual and moral honesty.

Galli and every other Christian and conservative opponent of
the president believe their concerns are moral, and that the
president’s Christian and other conservative supporters are
political.

This is simply wrong.

I and every other supporter of the president I know support
him for moral reasons, not to win a “political poker game.”
Galli’'s view 1is purely self-serving; he’s saying, “We
Christian and other conservative opponents of the president
think in moral terms, while Christian and other conservative
supporters of the president think in political terms.”

So, permit me to inform Galli and all the other people who
consider themselves conservative and/or Christian that our
support for the president is entirely moral.

—To us, putting pressure on the Iranian regime—one of the most
evil and dangerous regimes on Earth-by getting out of the Iran
nuclear deal made by former President Barack Obama is a moral
issue. Even New York Times columnist Bret Stephens, who
loathes Trump, has written how important the president’s
rejection of the Obama-Iran agreement has been.



—To us, enabling millions of black Americans to find
work—resulting in the lowest black unemployment rate ever
recorded—-is a moral 1issue.

—To us, more Americans than ever being employed and almost 4
million Americans freed from reliance on food stamps is a
moral issue.

—To us, appointing more conservative judges than any president
in history—over the same period of time-is a moral issue. That
whether the courts, including the Supreme Court, are dominated
by the left or by conservatives is dismissed by Galli as
“political poker” makes one question not only Galli’s moral
thinking, but also his moral theology.

—To us, moving the American embassy to Israel’s capital city,
Jerusalem—something promised by almost every presidential
candidate—-is a moral issue, not to mention profoundly
courageous. And courage 1is a moral virtue.

— To us, increasing the U.S. military budget-after the severe
cuts of the previous eight years—is a moral issue. As
conservatives see it, the American military is the world’s
greatest guarantor of world peace.

Yet none of these things matter to Galli and other misguided
Christians and conservatives. What matters more to them is
Trump’s occasional crude language and intemperate tweets, what
he said about women in a private conversation and his having
committed adultery.

Regarding adultery, that sin is for spouses and God to judge.
There 1s no connection between marital sexual fidelity and
moral leadership. I wish there were. And as regards the
“Access Hollywood” tape, every religious person, indeed every
thinking person, should understand that there is no connection
between what people say privately and their ability to be a
moral leader. That's why I wrote a column for the Wall Street
Journal 20 years ago defending Hillary Clinton when she was



charged with having privately expressed anti-Semitic
sentiments.

That the editor of Christianity Today thinks the president’s
personal flaws, whatever they might be, are more important
than all the good he has done for conservatives, for
Christians, for Jews, for blacks and for America tells us a
lot .. about Galli and the decline of Christian moral thought.
{eoa}
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