David Friedman Sworn 1in as
Ambassador to Israel

U.S. Ambassador to Israel David Friedman has been sworn in by
Vice President Mike Pence, signaling a new chapter in the
relationship between America and its closest Middle East ally.

Prior to administering the oath to Friedman, Pence made the
following comments:

The president of the United States of America is a lifelong
friend of Israel and the Jewish people, and under his
leadership, if the world knows nothing else, the world will
know this: America stands with Israel.

One of the clearest signs of the president’s commitment to
the state of Israel and to its people is in his choice of
David Friedman as America’s ambassador to Israel.

David, you literally were born for this job. It is because of
families like yours that the Jewish people are such a
beautiful thread in the fabric of this nation. Your father,
Morris, was a rabbi in New York, and as the Book of Proverbs
teaches, he and your mother trained you up in the way you
should go.

And so you have. They raised you with the same faith as your
forefathers, and instilled in you a love for America and for
Israel from your very earliest days. And that love has been
evident throughout your life. In over 35 years as a
successful lawyer, you have always made it a priority to
support Israel’s peace, security, and prosperity. And you’ve
worked tirelessly to deepen the friendship between our two
nations.

Over the years, you have literally traveled to Israel more 75
times. You have been a leader in humanitarian philanthropy to
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help the people of Israel in their time of need. You’ve
always been quick to rise to Israel’s defense from those who
would condemn her—-because in your heart you know that those
that hate Israel hate Israel not for what she does wrong, but
for what she does right.

David, your record of compassion and care for Israel and her
people 1is an inspiration to the president and an inspiration
to us all. President Trump has now called on you to represent
our nation as the ambassador to our most cherished ally. And
this is a critical time for our two nations and our peoples.
The challenges we face are many, but our resolve to overcome
them has never been stronger.

Under President Trump’s leadership, the United States will
always be a faithful friend to the Jewish state of Israel.
And David, the president and I both know that you will help
us make the immutable bond between our people and the people
of Israel even stronger still.”

Following his taking the oath, but before signing his
commission paperwork, Friedman made some brief remarks,
further cementing his commitment to the relationship. He said:

Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for your kind words and your
extraordinary leadership. You have been a beacon of moral
clarity in a world that increasingly needs such a beacon more
and more. Thank you so much.

My thanks to President Trump for his courageous leadership,
his friendship and his guidance. I am humbled by the trust he
has placed in me, and I will do everything that I can to
justify his faith and confidence in my abilities.

I’'m very proud to say that my nomination represents the first
time in American history that the U.S. ambassador to Israel
was nominated by the president as early as the first day of
his presidency. I was nominated on January 20th, on



Inauguration Day.

I'm equally proud to say that this is the first time 1in
American history that the U.S. ambassador to Israel was the
first ambassador approved by the Senate and given the oath of
office. Those facts speak volumes about how highly the Trump-
Pence administration prioritizes our unbreakable bond with
the state of Israel.

I’ve also been deeply inspired by the leadership of Secretary
Tillerson, and I look forward to working with him to promote
peace and stability within the Middle East.

A few days ago, I left a legal practice that was a great
source of professional pride and accomplishment. My deepest
gratitude to the partners of what was once called Kasowitz,
Benson, Torres & Friedman. And especially to Marc Kasowitz
for his deep friendship and understanding.

I have a few close friends who are here whose friendship I
deeply value—none more so than Eric Hirschman, who has guided
my transition from the private sector to public life. Thank
you, Eric.

My children and most of my grandchildren are here. They are
everything to me—seeing the pride in their eyes inspires me
to take on this new task with great energy and enthusiasm. My
wife and I have four parents. Our fathers are no longer of
this world, and my mother is not well enough to travel. And
so I welcome today Bunny Sand, my mother-in-law, as the
representative of our beloved parents. And I know that her
pride is felt by those who are no longer with us.

Finally, my undying love and devotion to my beautiful wife,
Tammy. As I said at the confirmation hearing, without her,
none of this would have even been thinkable, let alone
possible.

Thank you all very much.



Watch the entire ceremony in the video above. {eoa}



