Dating: Fact Versus Fiction

In the Christian dating world, there are a lot of unanswered
questions floating through the minds of young suitors. Here
are the three most important things to remember throughout
your relationship.

1. FACT: You are dating, not married. FICTION: If I start
dating someone, then I have to marry him.

Although we should purpose our lives with the intention of
dating to marry, sometimes we may not make the right choice.
If, in the first few months of a new relationship, you realize
that your goals and your standards are not lining up, don’t
feel bad about calling it off! Dating is this: getting to know
another person. Marriage is this: deciding to attach yourself
to another with like spirit and mindset. Don’t mix the two up!

2. FACT: Sex before marriage will affect your marriage.
FICTION: We’'re going to get married eventually so it doesn’t
matter if we do it now.

TV shows, movies, music and the general media mass are
constantly throwing sex in our faces. It can dull the meaning
and the power behind it. We see it as a casual thing instead
of a very meaningful and covenantal act. Don’t let the
foolishness of the world compromise the wisdom of God in your
actions! You may not understand why, and I get it. You're
feeling things and experiencing things that you have never
felt before. But those same feelings that are so great and
wonderful will feel awful and dirty if you don’t handle them
correctly. You can experience something so much more powerful
by waiting and in return letting your spouse see that sex 1is
sacred and meaningful instead of cheap and dull.

3. FACT: Dating should involve spending time with people.
FICTION: When we are with other people, we aren’t spending
time together.
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There are so many reasons why your dating life should often
involve other couples and groups of people. Firstly, it is
much easier to learn how to talk to each other when there are
other people helping the conversation along! Also, people are
great to help keep you accountable as you walk out your
relationship with a godly standard. God has never called
anyone to walk alone and that applies to your relationship as
well! He has placed friends and family in your life to give
wisdom, test you and help develop your relationship. I'm not
saying you shouldn’t spend time alone, but I am saying you
need balance. Take time to go to a movie, supper or the park,
but be wary of how much time you spend on the couch watching
movies alone.

Balance is key! Learn how to allow people to speak into your
relationship and also how to set an example for those coming
up behind you!

SIDE NOTE: Nathan and I have talked about this and decided
that some of our most memorable dating moments occurred when
we were with other people, except of course for some of those
funny moments learning how to talk together at the beginning
of our relationship!

Remember: Have fun! {eoa}
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