‘Consummate Evangelist’:
Steve Douglass, President
Emeritus of Campus Crusade
International and Cru, Dies
After Cancer Fight

Steve Douglass, 77, president emeritus of both Campus Crusade
International and Cru, as the ministry is known in the U.S.,
died Saturday, Oct. 29, after a battle with melanoma. He took
over as president of the ministry in July 2001 from its
founder, Bill Bright. Although Douglass remained on the
ministry’s board of directors, he stepped down from his
presidential role in October 2020 due to several issues with
his health. Read Cru’s official tribute to him at this link.

Douglass came to Campus Crusade after graduating from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Harvard Business
School, serving in a variety of positions there for over five
decades before transitioning to the president’s role. He began
as director of planned giving and served as vice president of
administration, U.S. director and U.S. campus director as well
as global executive director before Bright tapped him as his
successor. A former board member of the National Association
of Religious Broadcasters, Douglass was the author or co-
author of several books, including “Enjoying Your Walk With
God,” and host of the program “Making Your Life Count,” heard
nationally and internationally on over 1,600 radio stations.

As news of Douglass’ death spread, evangelical leaders from
across the world posted their condolences on social media. Tom
Lin, president of InterVarsity USA, referred to Douglass’
passion for the gospel in his Facebook post, noting that
“Steve was a consummate evangelist, sharing the good news of
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the gospel in every café, restaurant and airport we went
together. Passionate about partnership, always asking what we
could do better together in mission. And a spiritual
encourager, texting me and offering prayer together throughout
my first four years as InterVarsity president, when he also
served as Cru’s president.



