Congress’ Hypocrisy on Health
Care Called Out

Nonpartisan grassroots movement My Faith Votes has released a
bold new video calling out Congress for its hypocrisy on
health care. The video, which is part of a campaign called
“Congress Live Like Us,” is making millions of Americans aware
of a little-known subsidy that helps members of Congress pay
for their insurance.

“Here’s the truth: The Affordable Care Act doesn’t affect
Congress,” says Audrea Decker, My Faith Votes Director of
Communications, in the video. “Their health insurance 1is
subsidized by a special congressional exemption that covers
3/4 of their premium.”

The video explains that, due to the high salaries paid to
members of Congress, the lawmakers don’t qualify for subsidies
to offset their insurance premiums. Because of this, the Obama
administration passed a special subsidy for members of
Congress and their staff to purchase insurance through D.C.’s
small business program—despite the fact that Congress, with
more than 1,200 staff, is not a small business. This special
subsidy covers 3/4 of Congress’ premiums, covering the
majority of their health care costs while millions of
Americans see the price of their premiums skyrocket.

“They aren’'t feeling the pain of other Americans who have to
purchase health insurance without the help of a company or
government subsidy,” Decker says. “Congress is not living like
the people they serve.”

In response to Congress’ failure to pass health care reform,
My Faith Votes is mobilizing its vast constituency to call on
President Trump via Twitter to rescind Congress’ health care
subsidy. The goal of the “Congress Live Like Us” campaign 1is
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to force Congress to experience for themselves the toll the
Affordable Care Act is taking on the average American and to
not give up on health care reform.

“Then maybe they’ll find the courage to provide a health care
system that protects the sanctity of life, allows individual
freedom and ensures the quality of care without high
premiums,” Decker concludes. {eoa}

My Faith Votes—whose founding honorary national chairman was
Dr. Ben Carson-is a non-partisan movement focused on
motivating Christians in America to participate in local and
domestic elections and be active members of society. By
partnering with local churches, pastors and national faith
leaders, My Faith Votes mobilizes and resources Christians to
lead the conversation on the place of faith in culture and
politics.



