Christian MLB Players
Publicly Shamed for Standing
on God’s Word

For a few San Francisco Giants pitchers, writing a Bible verse
on a baseball cap became more than a personal expression of
faith—it became the catalyst for public protests against
Christians who hold a biblical <conviction regarding
homosexuality.

According to Fox News’ OutKick, demonstrators gathered outside
Oracle Park ahead of the Giants’ June 23 matchup against the
Athletics to condemn the Giants pitchers who declined to fully
participate in the team’s Pride Night celebration. The protest
followed the club’s June 12 Pride Night game, when pitchers
Landen Roupp, JT Brubaker and Ryan Walker wrote Genesis
9:12-16 on their rainbow-themed caps, while pitcher Sam
Hentges chose not to wear the special cap at all because of
his Christian convictions.

The passage from Genesis tells the story of God’s covenant
with Noah after the flood, identifying the rainbow as the sign
of His everlasting promise to humanity.

For the players, the verses represented a biblical
declaration—-not a political statement.

That distinction, however, did little to quiet critics.

Fox News reported that protesters carried signs denouncing the
pitchers and accused them of promoting discrimination against
the LGBTQ community. Some fans argued the players should no
longer represent the organization if they refused to embrace
Pride Night, while one self-described “LGBTQ-affirming
Catholic” reportedly suggested players unwilling to wear
Pride-themed apparel should be benched.
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To order Zaire Willis and Reginald Robinson’s new book, Born
Gay, Born Again, visit .

The Bible passage at the center of the controversy speaks not
of division but of God’'s faithfulness. Genesis 9 describes the
rainbow as God’s covenant with every living creature—a symbol
that Christians and Jews have recognized for thousands of
years, long before it became associated with modern social
movements. However, it is being used today as a symbol of
pride, something God is actively against.

Americans have grown accustomed to seeing athletes encouraged
to express social and political causes from the field. Yet
when Christian players quietly reference Scripture or decline
participation based on sincerely held religious convictions,
they often become the targets of public condemnation rather
than recipients of the same respect afforded to other
viewpoints.

This moment serves as another reminder that following Christ
has never promised cultural approval. Jesus Himself warned His
followers that faithfulness would often invite opposition.
Sometimes simply quoting Scripture is enough to ignite a
national controversy—and perhaps that speaks volumes about
today’s culture.
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