CBN Correspondent Attacked,
Nearly Kidnapped While on
Assignment

The lights are starting to come back on in parts of
Caracas—Venezuela’s capital. But the extended power outage and
ongoing food crisis have sent a tidal wave of humanity fleeing
the country to neighboring Brazil and Colombia.

Here in the border town of Cucuta, thugs paid by Venezuelan
Dictator Nicholas Maduro'’s regime are targeting people for
robbery and kidnapping.

As the U.S. Embassy pulled its remaining personnel out of
Caracas on Tuesday, this CBN News reporter went back to the
border where aid shipments were burned by Venezuelan troops
two weeks ago.

The border between Venezuela and Colombia is now officially
closed. The bridge that had tens of thousands of people
crossing it when I was here two weeks ago is now essentially
empty. Now these refugees are finding new ways to cross the
border, risking everything to cross in difficult locations. We
observed hundreds making a water-crossing.

But crossing illegally is fraught with risk. These people say
they are preyed upon by members of criminal biker gangs called
Colectivos, who support Nicolas Maduro, and charge a fee or
even rob people trying to get across. And they aren’t
exaggerating.

As I was filming along the riverbank, I was attacked by three
men who tried to drag me into Venezuela. There were several
signs that these attackers were tied to the regime-for
example, they were smoking cigarettes, which most Venezuelans
can’'t afford since they’re struggling to survive. And this
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wasn’t a robbery attempt since they didn’t take my camera, and
they were literally trying to drag me across the border.

Click here to read the rest of this story from our content
partners at CBN News.



