Bring Everything Into the
Light

When you’re guilty, you want things hidden. That'’s because you
know that if the truth comes to light, you’re in big trouble.
Conversely, when you’'re innocent, you want things revealed.
Let the whole world know the truth. You have nothing to hide.
The more people know, the better for you.

Jesus addressed this principle in John’s Gospel, stating,
“Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come
into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But
whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it
may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in
the sight of God” (John 3:20-21, NIV).

Even as little children, we intuitively understood this
principle.

If you didn’t eat the cookies you were forbidden to eat, you
welcomed scrutiny. “Look at my teeth, Mommy! Look at my hands!
Look in my pockets! I didn’t even touch the cookies.”

But if you did eat them, your tone was quite different. “Why
don’t you believe me, Mommy?” you cried out, with tears.
Anything to stop your mother from carefully examining you. If
the truth came out, you would be punished.

So, what’'s the point of saying all this?

It'’s simple. When it comes to the impeachment hearings,
there’s no need for secrecy. There’s no need for special
rules, trying to hamstring one side of the investigation.

Let everything be known.

Let witnesses be identified.
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Let evidence be released.

Let the doors be opened.

Let the truth come to light.

Of course, within every government, there must be secrets.

There are issues of national security. There 1is highly
sensitive information. There are things that must be kept
behind closed doors.

Lives could be at stake. The fate of nations could hang in the
balance. War or peace could be on the line.

But that is very different than partisan politics driving an
agenda. Very different than anonymous accusers who want to
topple a sitting president.

Is this really the way to move forward as a nation? Will this
really generate confidence in the political process?

Secrecy will produce suspicion rather than trust and questions
rather than answers. Secrecy will divide rather than unite,
only deepening our national divide.

Why not bring everything out into the light of day? Why not
make full disclosure of all evidence and identify all
witnesses (unless, again, there 1is information which must
rightly remain classified)? Why not allow a transparently fair
process?

Right now, the perception is that the goal of the Democrats is
not to find out the truth about the president’s dealings with
Ukraine. The goal is to find an excuse to remove him from
office. There’s no hiding these intentions, and the more they
work behind closed doors, the worse things look for them.

As for the Republicans, it’s clear their goal is to keep
President Trump in office, and the more the Democrats carry



out the impeachment process in private, the easier it will be
for the Republican side.

Secrecy doesn’t look good. An uneven playing field smacks of
insecurity and fear. Why not play fair and square?

As American citizens, we have the right to know whether there
is a witch hunt against the president or whether he has
committed an impeachable offense. We are voters and we are
taxpayers, and this is our country. It is demeaning to us when
some of our elected officials seem to be playing high-stakes
political games.

That’s why we should make our appeal known loudly and clearly:
We want transparency. We want an open process. We want all the
facts to come to light.

The side that is most forthcoming is the side that has nothing
to hide. The side that is most forthcoming is the side that
will score political points and win votes of confidence. The
side that is willing to bring everything to light is the side
that is operating in truth.

That's why my simple prayer in these frenzied times is short
and sweet: May the truth come to light!

And as the truth comes to light, corruption will be exposed.
Double standards will be revealed. Duplicity will be
uncovered.

I say bring it on, wherever the truth may lead. Do you agree?



