
Both Sides of the Coin
“It seems to me that if the primary view of sanctification
comes through simplicity, poverty, suffering, [then] if you
don’t get those things it’s almost like when God blesses it’s
hard to be sanctified because you don’t know what to do with
it. What if God wants to sanctify you through not poverty but
generosity, not suffering but blessing; and what if it’s not
through simplicity but complexity?”

—Mark  Driscoll,  who  questioned  Francis  Chan’s  decision  to
leave  his  megachurch  and  give  away  everything  last  year.
Driscoll, pastor of Mars Hill Church, suggested Chan might be
following the “theology of poverty,” a belief that he says is
just as detrimental as the prosperity gospel.

 

 

 

“I believe it’s  motivated by love and a desire to be
Christ-like; I don’t want to suffer needlessly or just to
suffer. To me, the core issue here has to be love. I think in
times of prosperity, for me, I look at Scripture and go: ‘Wow,
this is awesome. Look at this great-selling book, all this
money. What do I want to do? I want to give it to the people
who need it.’ I get excited about that.” 

 
—Francis Chan, who says he did not needlessly give away his
money or step down from his church but was striving to be like
Christ
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