Billy Graham Answers: Why Do
Christians Face Persecution?

Q. I was startled to read the other day about Christians who
are being persecuted in some countries. Why is this?
Christians want to make the world a better place, don’t they?
So why would anyone want to kill them?

A. You're right; Christians do want to make the world a better
place—and also point people to the better world God has
prepared for us in heaven. You’'re also right when you say that
it doesn’t seem logical for people to hate and even kill thenm.

And yet, from the beginning, that’s exactly what happened.
Jesus came into the world announcing Good News, but His
enemies put Him to death. For centuries Christians were often
persecuted by the Roman authorities, and since then untold
numbers have died for their faith in Jesus. This did not only
happen centuries ago. During my lifetime, millions have been
persecuted or killed for their faith by hostile authorities.

Why is this? The reason can be summed up in one word: sin. The
human race has rebelled against God, and instead of wanting to
seek God and live by His truth, we resist God and want to go
our own way. Instead of loving God as we should, we hate
Him—and we also hate His people. Jesus warned, “A servant is
not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will
persecute you also” (John 15:20).

When we give our lives to Christ, however, our hearts are
changed. God Himself comes to live within us, and by His
Spirit He gives us a new love-love for God, and love for
others. Pray for those who face persecution today (sometimes
in subtle ways)—and pray that you will be faithful to Christ
no matter what you might face in the future.

Learn more about persecuted Christians in this Billy Graham TV
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This article originally appeared at and is based on the words
and writings of the late Rev. Billy Graham.
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