
Beware  the  Rise  of  False
Messiahs:  From  ‘Jesus  of
Siberia’ to the Modern Mahdi
A chilling story out of Russia is again reminding the global
church of Jesus’ warning in Matthew 24:24—“For false messiahs
and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”

Sergei Torop, a former traffic officer turned cult leader who
claimed to be the reincarnation of Jesus, has been sentenced
to  12  years  in  prison  for  psychologically  and  physically
harming his followers. Known as “Vissarion,” Torop founded the
“Church of the Last Testament” in 1991, establishing isolated
settlements in Siberia where nearly 300 people lived under his
strict rule.

What began as a post-Soviet spiritual search quickly spiraled
into  a  dangerous  cult  marked  by  authoritarian  control,
financial exploitation and psychological manipulation.
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Russian authorities found that Torop and his associates caused
serious harm to numerous individuals, including minors, while
defrauding the regional government of over $60,000. Followers
were lured by promises of divine truth but instead became
enslaved to a man who set himself up as “the living word of
God.”

Torop’s  story  is  not  unique.  Across  history  and  into  the
present day, charismatic individuals have claimed messianic or
prophetic  status,  preying  on  the  spiritually  hungry  and
desperate.
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In fact, another recent example comes from a two-part video
series by Christian author L.A. Marzulli, who interviewed a
man  claiming  to  be  the  Mahdi—a  prophesied  Islamic  savior
figure. This modern claimant denies being Jesus but claims to
be His messenger, asserting that he carries the “Holy Spirit”
of  God  and  should  be  followed  as  the  divinely  appointed
“caliph” of our age. He claims to unite all faiths and bring
peace, yet his teachings twist Scripture, deny the divinity
and  resurrection  of  Christ,  and  reinterpret  prophecy  to
elevate himself.
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Both Torop and the self-proclaimed Mahdi reflect the same
underlying spiritual deception—individuals setting themselves
up as saviors, speaking in divine authority and gathering
disciples  by  claiming  hidden  knowledge  and  mystical
experience. Scripture is clear: “Do not believe every spirit,
but test the spirits to see whether they are from God” (1 John
4:1). Sadly, many are drawn to these figures during times of
upheaval, when truth feels elusive and hope scarce.

This is a pattern that has repeated throughout history. From
Simon  Bar  Kokhba  to  Sabbatai  Zevi,  false  messiahs  have
appeared in times of crisis, offering counterfeit hope. They
promise peace but bring confusion. They claim revelation but
contradict  the  Word  of  God.  And  they  demand  loyalty  to
themselves rather than pointing people to the true and risen
Christ.
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As  the  church  navigates  this  age  of  deception,  several
biblical truths must anchor our discernment:

Test every claim by Scripture: No new revelation should



override the Word of God.
Reject anyone who denies Christ’s finished work: Any
teaching  that  diminishes  the  cross  or  Jesus’  bodily
resurrection is heresy.
Beware authoritarian control: True Christian leadership
equips others for ministry and always exalts Christ—not
the leader.
Look for the fruit: Jesus said, “By their fruit you will
recognize  them”  (Matt.  7:16).  Is  the  outcome  of  a
ministry healing or harm?
Guard  your  heart  from  spiritual  sensationalism:
Desperation  can  lead  to  deception  if  not  rooted  in
truth.

In a time when the world longs for answers, the danger of
deception increases. Christians must be watchful, discerning
and rooted in the true Gospel of Jesus Christ—not swayed by
dreams of unity, signs and wonders or smooth words from self-
appointed messengers.
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The sentencing of “Jesus of Siberia” and the emergence of a
modern Mahdi are clear reminders that not everyone who claims
to speak for God actually does.

Let us be a people grounded in truth, unmoved by false claims
and ever watchful for the return of the true Messiah, Jesus
Christ, the Son of the Living God.
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