‘America’s Rabbi’ Relays
Financial Wisdom

In an upbeat Convocation on Wednesday at Liberty University,
author and radio show host Rabbi Daniel Lapin addressed the
topic of wealth and the need for money in order to provide for
God’s children and the nations.

President Jerry Falwell introduced Lapin as a longtime friend
of his family and someone who encouraged him after the death
of his father, Liberty founder Dr. Jerry Falwell.

“Rabbi Daniel Lapin 1is regarded as one of America’s most
courageous and eloquent voices for biblical values,” President
Falwell said.

Lapin, known as “America’s Rabbi,” 1is a noted rabbinic
scholar, best-selling author, and radio host. He is the
president of the American Alliance of Jews and Christians.

In a lively speech infused with humor, Lapin shared his
thoughts on America’s wealth and hospitality. The U.S., he
said, is “the most tranquil, prosperous, (and) durable home
the Jews have had in the last 2000 years.”

Lapin asserted that the world’s most successful nations are
those built on Christian foundations. He explained that money
is not intrinsically bad but rather is a tool that is designed
to facilitate generosity toward others and the building of
relationships.

“When people give you money voluntarily, willingly, it must be
that what you did for them exceeded the value of the dollar
bill they gave to you,” Lapin said.

Attempting to discredit the stereotype of the evil
businessman, Lapin said that building wealth is actually a way
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for people to do the Lord’s work, as is evidenced in Jewish
and Christian customs.

“Making money is not taking money,” he said. “Taking money 1is
one thing. Making money means you are delivering value to
another one of God’s children. You are caring for another
child of God.

“You might see money as God’s way of blessing those who are
obsessively preoccupied with the needs and desires of His
other children. God wants to see us finding ways to bless one
another.”

In closing, Lapin expressed his belief in the audience,
telling the students that they can help restore America’s
great economy by being dedicated to God’s Word.

“I do believe that the economic vitality of the United States
of America absolutely depends upon the restoration of a
vibrant, fervent Christianity, of which you all are the most
effective spokesmen,” Lapin said. “I thank you profoundly for
your dedication, for your God and his Word, and for your
courage in taking that Word out to the country and ultimately
to the world, and that is what you are all doing.”



