A Christlike Way to Deal With
Selfish, Difficult People

The world is filled with difficult people, isn’t it?
Obnoxious, opinionated, angry, loquacious people whose world
is filled with only a four-letter word: S-E-L-F.

It seems to me that those who are in the ministry are exposed
to more than their fair share of folks who are pretentious,
volatile, jaggedly broken and demanding.

What do you do when day after day all you deal with are
difficult people? What do you do when your life is filled to
overflowing with fractious people whose only objective is to
generate more pain because of the pain that they personally
have had to endure?

What do you do?

I have learned from experience that difficult people tend to
bring out the worst in others. Often when I am met with a
problematic person, I become the worst version of me. I
respond with impatience, self-righteous behavior and a tongue
that has no boundaries. I don’t want to be that person!

I also don’t want to morph into a turtle who hides in a
protective shell every time my path crosses that dreaded
onerous person. I don’t want to run the other way in the
church hallway when I see her coming in my direction. I don’t
want to ignore her numerous calls and eventually block her
number.

Difficult people.. we all have them, don’'t we?

Perhaps it would be beneficial to just pause for a minute and
evaluate why the Lord has allowed a difficult person or two
into your life.
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Is it to frustrate you? To rile you? To make you want to run
and hide?

Maybe the reason that Jesus has allowed a difficult person
into your life is to bring out the Jesus in you! Perhaps the
Lord has strategically placed a troublesome person or two in
your personal pathway so that you would begin to flex that
muscle of unconditional love.

Maybe the Lord has allowed a trying person into my sphere of
influence so that I will exhibit patience and joy! When they
blame, I bless. When they verbally vomit, I choose to listen
and encourage. When they talk about self, I talk about Him.

I must view “difficult people” as the fertilizer in the garden
of my life. God has chosen me to love them; they are a gift to
me from the Father so that I would grow into the very likeness
of Jesus.

I believe that becoming more Christ-like every day of my life
is the greatest calling I could ever have. If difficult people
help me to be more like Jesus, I say, “Bring it!”

I must not push difficult people away like intruders but I
must welcome them as friends. It is, after all, what Jesus
would do. {eoa}
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