8 Qualities to Look for in a
Good Friend

Community is a big part of the life we live. And while some of
us may have a bigger sense of community than others, the
importance of having friends to confide in, spend time with
and celebrate alongside is essential to living the community-
based life Jesus has called us to.

Finding new friends is easy, but finding great friends can be
quite tough. True friendships should last a lifetime, and I
believe these 10 qualities are a good start when searching for
friends you can truly do life with:

1. Reliable —-Flakes are lame. Nobody likes to spend time with
someone who constantly backs out of plans and shows up late.
You'll find yourself getting more and more frustrated with
this person each and every time it happens. Mind you, not
everyone is perfect, but you want someone in your life who 1is
reliable and can be counted on.

2. Trustworthy -Don’t set yourself for friendship failure by
befriending someone you cannot trust. Friendships with trust
issues will always be a burden, especially if they are not
handled carefully.

3. Driven -You are who you hang out with, regardless if you
want to believe it. When you constantly surround yourself with
people who are driven, it will continuously force you to
evaluate your life, your goals and your dreams. Driven people
make great friends. Why? Because they encourage you to step up
your game for the betterment of you and your family.

4. Loving -It’'s always great to have friends who are loving in
your life. Whether they are showing up to comfort you in a
time of need or supporting you and your family during times of
success, a loving friend is always a joy to have.
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5. Forgiving —-Grace is key to any long-lasting friendship.
Friends who can forgive each other stay together. We forgive
because Christ first forgave us (Col. 3:1). And while
resentment is sometimes hard to let go of, showing forgiveness
will always bring liberation and peace. It’'s always the better
choice.

6. Honest —-Find someone who will tell you the tough stuff,
even it’'s hard to talk about. Honesty is key to any great
friendship, and I believe having people in your life that
won’'t hide the truth from you is something worth more than
gold.

7. Supportive —-Whether it is directed towards your goals,
dreams or relationship with God, having friends that are
supportive towards your personal goals is always a must. There
is no use in spending time with people who aren’t supportive
of who you are or what you do.

8. Humble — Pride comes before the fall (Prov. 16:18). While
there 1is nothing wrong with having friends who are confident
in who they are and what they do, I'd recommend staying away
from opening up your life to people who are “all about
them.” You’ll want to surround yourself with people who are
confident in who they are, but also willing to humble
themselves and praise the success of others.

I'm sure there are plenty of other great qualities to look for
in friends, but I hope these help in your journey of finding
great community.
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