5 Indispensable Qualities of
a Spirit-Empowered Leader

“The Lord spoke to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to
his friend. When he returned to the camp, his servant Joshua,
the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the tent”
(Ex. 33:11).

It is always amazing and such a blessing to read over a
passage of Scripture and see something I have never observed
previously. Meditating on the Word gives God an opportunity to
hit the pause button and make me take notice of something that
challenges and encourages me. I have read the account of Moses
and the Tent of Meeting in Exodus 33 countless times, but
today when I read it, I gravitated toward the last part of
verse 11: “When Moses returned to the camp, his servant
Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the
tent.”

It was as if I suddenly felt God urging me to pay attention to
Joshua in the midst of a passage talking about the intimate
relationship between God and Moses, which is the relationship
I have always focused on in the past. So I decided to sit with
this verse for a season. I found myself asking many
hypothetical questions. Why did Moses take Joshua with him to
the Tent? Did Joshua actually go into the tent, as implied in
the wording of the Scripture or was he sitting just outside as
most servants would likely do? Was Joshua able to hear the
conversations between God and Moses? Certainly he would have,
whether he was inside or just outside. Why would Joshua, who
was the servant of Moses, not accompany Moses back to the
camp? How long did he stay at the Tent of Meeting before
returning to the service of Moses? And why didn’t Moses seem
to care that Joshua stayed behind? Did Moses instruct him to
stay there? We don’t have the answers to those questions
specifically, but recognizing that Joshua the servant was also
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the protégé, mentee and ultimate successor of Moses, his
“extra” time 1in the Tent seems to have even greater
significance.

Not only did Joshua stay in the Tent, but Scripture says he
“would not depart” from it. In other words, he refused to
leave. Was this time in the presence of God preparation and on
the job training for Joshua’s soon to be leadership position,
even though he didn’t really know all that God had in mind at
the time? Perhaps Joshua was simply spending time in God's
presence to know Him better because the beauty and majesty of
God was so compelling that this young leader couldn’t resist
soaking and worshipping the One who had obviously captivated
his heart.

It seems to me that God had His eye upon Joshua because of the
purity and sincerity of his devotion and his commitment to
obedience. He had been one of the 12 spies charged with
checking out the land flowing with milk and honey. Joshua had
found favor with God and with Moses for having courage, along
with Caleb, to speak out to the rebellious and fearful
Israelites that if the Lord was pleased with them, He would
make a way for them to enter the promised land. Even though
the task seemed daunting because of the fierce tribes who
lived there, Joshua believed God’'s promise and that He would
give His people what they needed to succeed.

We see God’s plan unfold when Moses had, in a brief moment of
prideful disobedience, forfeited his privilege of entering the
promised land. As a result, in Numbers 27:18-20 the Lord said
to Moses, “The Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of
Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him,
and cause him to stand before Eleazar the priest and before
all the assembly, and command in their sight. You will put
some of your majesty on him, in order that all the assembly of
the children of Israel will listen.” It would be Joshua who
would now lead the people into the promised land.



Later, after the death of Moses, God reveals His specific
plans to Joshua. We do not have any scriptural proof that God
actually spoke to Joshua until after the death of Moses, when
He commanded Joshua to cross the Jordan. However, it is my
feeling that Joshua knew the Lord’s voice well, for he had
spent time in the Tent of Meeting, soaking in the presence of
God. When God gave Joshua His instructions, He also encouraged
him: “No man will be able to stand against you all the days of
your life. As I was with Moses, I will be with you. I will not
abandon you. I will not leave you. Be strong and courageous,
for you shall provide the land that I swore to their fathers
to give them as an inheritance for this people. Be strong and
very courageous, in order to act carefully in accordance with
all the law that My servant Moses commanded you. Do not turn
aside from it to the right or the left, so that you may
succeed wherever you go. This Book of the Law must not depart
from your mouth. Meditate on it day and night so that you may
act carefully according to all that is written in it. For then
you will make your way successful, and you will be wise. Have
not I commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever
you go” (Josh. 1:5-9).

Here are my takeaways:

A godly leader spends time in the Tent of Meeting,
refusing to leave. If one remains in the place of
prayer, intent on being in intimate fellowship with God,
one will be better prepared to answer the call of God to
step into His kingdom purposes when the time is right.
The place of prayer for Joshua was first and foremost
the place of God’s presence, but it was also a place of
preparation, which ultimately led to greater things than
Joshua ever could have imagined.

= A godly leader accepts that mantle as a humble, obedient
servant. Joshua could have boasted about his position as
Moses’' right hand man, yet he was more interested in



spending time with God in the Tent of Meeting than
touting his own influence and importance before others.
He had leadership qualities, but he placed his
dependence in God alone.

= A godly leader believes and trusts God wholeheartedly.
Joshua trusted the promise of God and was not afraid to
voice his confidence to the people of Israel when they
expressed their fear and anxiety to Moses about the
fierce tribes standing in their way. He was one of only
two of the 12 spies who trusted that God could overcome
the seemingly insurmountable obstacles.

= A godly leader is chosen and equipped for God'’s tasks.
God was pleased to pour out His Spirit on Joshua, His
chosen successor to Moses. Joshua was specifically
anointed and commissioned for his leadership role.

» A godly leader waits patiently for God’s timing and 1is
fully prepared when the time comes. Joshua was being
positioned by God to take the people of Israel into the
promised land, something Moses had lost the privilege of
doing due to his own disobedience. Joshua didn’t rush
the process, but patiently waited for God’s plans to
play out at the appointed time.

Have you been lingering in the “tent” with God? Most of us
would admit to being pulled in many different directions, even
though we no longer have to go to a physical tent to meet with
the Father. God has made it possible to meet with Him in any
given moment because He has made His home with us. Through the
sacrifice of Jesus, we are now the dwelling place of God. And
just like Joshua, we do not need to be afraid because God will
not fail us if we will be “strong and courageous.”

So—after all of this-I have one more takeaway: I need to spend
more time in the Tent. {eoa}
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