5 Faith Facts About Jeb Bush

Like his Republican brethren, Catholic convert Jeb Bush, 62,
is chasing the white evangelical vote in the pre-primary heats
of the 2016 presidential race. Bush says he will officially
announce his candidacy Monday (June 15). But with his sinking
poll numbers — and plenty of Catholic and evangelical
competition, too — he has a fight ahead. Here are five faith
facts about the third Bush to look toward the Oval Office.

1. Like many Americans, he comes
from a religiously mixed family.

His great-grandfather was a Catholic . His father, George H.W.
Bush, was raised Episcopalian, and mother, Barbara, grew up
Presbyterian. His brother George W. is an evangelical who drew
voters with his narrative about giving up his partying ways
after a talk with Billy Graham. Jeb Bush married his wife,
Columba, a Catholic, at the University of Texas'’ Catholic
student center when he was just 21 years old in 1974. He
joined the Catholic Church in a ceremony at the Easter vigil
in 1995, finding wisdom and solace in it a year after a brutal
campaign and humbling defeat in his first run to be Florida’s
governor, according to The Washington Post. This winter, Bush
told a New York Times reporter, “Iloved the absolute nature of
the Catholic Church. It resonated with me.”

2. Faith 1infuses his governing
choices.

Jeb Bush has long been more overt than his father or brother
were about campaigning and governing on a religion-based moral
agenda. “It’s not an imposition of faith. It’s who you are,”
he told The Florida Catholic in 2007. Whether he’s talking
about the unborn or the terminally ill, Bush told Jim Daly,
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president of Focus on the Family, his “deeply held belief” 1is
that “the most vulnerable in our society need to be protected.
They need to have legal rights. And as a society, we need to
recognize their value and their worth.” As Florida governor,
he pushed laws to limit abortion and he offered state funding
to crisis pregnancy centers that counseled against it, he told
Daly in an April 13 radio interview. Bush tried unsuccessfully
to block the effort by Terri Schiavo’s husband to disconnect
the artificial food and hydration that kept his irreparably
brain-damaged wife alive. Bush also opposes physician-assisted
dying, now legal in five states.

3. But he’s not 100 percent in line
with Catholic teaching on all
points.

Bush is in accord with the Catholic bishops on pushing for
immigration reform, according to The New York Times, which
tracked Bush to his Coral Gables, Fla., church one Sunday in
March and photographed him passing the peace. But he doesn’t
heed Catholic teaching on one matter of life and death. Like
59 percent of white Catholics in a Pew Research Center survey,

he supports the death penalty. Florida executed 21 prisoners
during his two terms as governor, 1999-2007, according to the
Tampa Bay Times.

4) The ‘warp speed’ of social
change mystifies Bush.

He is uneasy as a Supreme Court ruling on gay marriage looms.
He told Christian Broadcasting Network chief political
correspondent David Brody he could not fathom the “warp speed”
of changing public views on this. “Irrespective of the Supreme
Court ruling .. we need to be stalwart supporters of
traditional marriage.”



5) He’'s kissed the evangelical
ring.

A radio host in Iowa told the Washington Examiner: Voters
there are “not necessarily looking for the nice guy, or the
guy who says ‘Jesus’ the most.” They want a conservative
champion of religious freedom.” And that’s the bell Bush rang
in his commencement speech at Liberty University, the
conservative college in Lynchburg, Va., founded by Jerry
Falwell. Bush accused liberals of seeking to undermine
religious freedom. According to Reuters, he said “fashionable
opinion” has a problem with Christians and the only proper
response is “a forthright defense” of the constitutional right
to freedom of religion. “Federal authorities are demanding
obedience, in complete disregard of religious conscience,” he
said. “In a free society, the answer is no.” LM/AMB END
GROSSMAN



