
42%  of  Senators  Block  Pro-
Life  Law  Supported  by  Two-
Thirds of Americans
A majority of the U.S. Senate on Tuesday voted to advance the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, a bill that would
have restricted abortion to the first 20 weeks of pregnancy –
but it still did not pass the Senate.

On a near party-line vote, a minority blocked consideration of
the bill.

In all, 54 senators (51 Republicans and three Democrats) voted
to take the bill up for debate, but 60 votes were required to
defeat a Democratic filibuster. The motion was opposed by 42
senators  (two  Republicans  and  40  Democrats),  with  four
senators absent (one Republican and three Democrats). 

The bill would extend federal protections to unborn children
who have reached 20 weeks fetal age (22 weeks of pregnancy),
with the exception of children conceived by rape or incest or
if abortion would save the mother’s life.

The legislation passed the U.S. House of Representatives for
the second time on May 13, by a 242-184 vote.

The bill, which was originally introduced in the House by
Congressman Trent Franks two years ago, was developed from
model legislation offered by National Right to Life in 2010.
Similar laws have been enacted in 12 states. 

The Senate companion bill, S. 1553, is sponsored by Senator
Lindsey Graham, R-SC, and co-sponsored by 45 other Republican
senators, including fellow presidential contenders Ted Cruz,
R-TX; Rand Paul, R-KY; and Marco Rubio, R-FL.

It was opposed by presidential candidate Bernard Sanders, a
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Vermont independent who describes himself as a socialist and
is seeking the Democratic presidential nomination. In some
polls, he leads Hillary Clinton.

Polls  show  a  majority  –  up  to  two-thirds  of  Americans  –
support the bill, with young people and women more likely to
back the bill than other Americans.

The National Right to Life Committee urged senators to support
the bill, writing a letter to members before the vote.

National Right to Life President Carol Tobias said on Tuesday
that “Today’s majority vote is not a defeat, but a stepping
stone towards victory.”

Tobias, who wrote a paper challenging “media myths” about the
bill, said, “One-fourth of premature infants now survive when
born at this stage – and there is strong evidence that they
experience great pain, as they are torn limb from limb in late
abortions.”

Some of the extensive evidence that unborn children have the
capacity to experience pain, at least by 20 weeks fetal age,
is available on the National Right to Life website here and
here. 

Here’s How Your Senator Voted:

YEAs —54



Alexander (R-TN)
Ayotte (R-NH)
Barrasso (R-WY)
Blunt (R-MO)
Boozman (R-AR)
Burr (R-NC)
Capito (R-WV)
Casey (D-PA)
Cassidy (R-LA)
Coats (R-IN)
Cochran (R-MS)
Corker (R-TN)
Cornyn (R-TX)
Cotton (R-AR)
Crapo (R-ID)
Cruz (R-TX)
Daines (R-MT)
Donnelly (D-IN)

Enzi (R-WY)
Ernst (R-IA)
Fischer (R-NE)
Flake (R-AZ)
Gardner (R-CO)
Graham (R-SC)
Grassley (R-IA)
Hatch (R-UT)
Heller (R-NV)
Hoeven (R-ND)
Inhofe (R-OK)
Isakson (R-GA)
Johnson (R-WI)
Lankford (R-OK)

Lee (R-UT)
Manchin (D-WV)
McCain (R-AZ)

McConnell (R-KY)

Moran (R-KS)
Paul (R-KY)

Perdue (R-GA)
Portman (R-OH)
Risch (R-ID)

Roberts (R-KS)
Rounds (R-SD)
Rubio (R-FL)
Sasse (R-NE)
Scott (R-SC)

Sessions (R-AL)
Shelby (R-AL)
Sullivan (R-AK)
Thune (R-SD)
Tillis (R-NC)
Toomey (R-PA)
Vitter (R-LA)
Wicker (R-MS)

NAYs —42

Baldwin (D-WI)
Bennet (D-CO)

Blumenthal (D-CT)
Booker (D-NJ)
Brown (D-OH)

Cantwell (D-WA)
Cardin (D-MD)
Carper (D-DE)
Collins (R-ME)
Coons (D-DE)
Durbin (D-IL)

Feinstein (D-CA)
Franken (D-MN)

Gillibrand (D-NY)

Heinrich (D-NM)
Heitkamp (D-ND)
Hirono (D-HI)
Kaine (D-VA)
King (I-ME)
Kirk (R-IL)

Klobuchar (D-MN)
Leahy (D-VT)
Markey (D-MA)

McCaskill (D-MO)
Menendez (D-NJ)
Merkley (D-OR)
Mikulski (D-MD)
Murphy (D-CT)

Nelson (D-FL)
Peters (D-MI)
Reed (D-RI)
Reid (D-NV)

Sanders (I-VT)
Schatz (D-HI)
Schumer (D-NY)
Shaheen (D-NH)
Stabenow (D-MI)
Tester (D-MT)
Udall (D-NM)
Warren (D-MA)

Whitehouse (D-RI)
Wyden (D-OR)

Not Voting – 4



Boxer (D-CA)
Murkowski (R-AK)

Murray (D-WA)
Warner (D-VA)


