Christmas Canceled in India

This year, due to the extreme persecution of Christians 1in
Orissa, India, many are fearful of celebrating Christmas.
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[l The intense persecution of Christians in Orissa, India has
forced the country's minority group to fear celebration of the
upcoming Christmas holiday.

In recent months, Christians have been the victims of
relentless violence carried out by Hindu extremists 1in
retaliation for the August 2008 murder of a renowned Hindu
leader.

Although a radical Maoist group claimed responsibility for the
leader's assassination, Christian homes and communities
continue to be viciously attacked by Hindus.

It is a crisis that has forced tens of thousands of Christians
to flee for their lives into the jungles or refugee camps, and
has provoked one of the worst humanitarian crises the region
has seen in recent years.

Hindu extremists initially called for a “bandh” on December
25, a forced shutdown of the entire society that would serve
as a pretext for attacks on anyone who publicly tried to
celebrate Christmas.

However, the state government recently called off the bandh in
the face of nationwide criticism from other church leaders.

But Christmas celebrations may still be difficult to carry out
or even enjoy in Orissa this year, particularly with the
recent destruction of hundreds of local churches.

And as attacks from Hindu extremists remain a constant reality
in the Christian community, many believers still fear the
repercussions of any sort of Christmas worship service.
—Christian Freedom International
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