Why and How to Spiritually
Mature. It’s Critical at This
Hour

When we are grafted into the family of God by the blood of
Yeshua, we begin the journey of a lifetime. The journey 1is one
of growth and spiritual maturity, of walking in faith rather
than fear.

This new way of thinking that aligns with our newness 1in
Christ isn’t accomplished overnight. It’'s a process and takes
practice.

Thankfully, God is in the business of making roads in the
wilderness and rivers 1in the desert. He can and will
spiritually mature you when you give Him access to your heart
and mind.

From Sinner to Saint-The Father Invites Us to Step into the
Wholeness of Messiah and Mature

Romans 5:8 tells us that God accepted us when we were still
sinners through Yeshua, the Messiah. But He doesn’t leave us
there. Our new identities are worked out—manifested-over
seasons and through new habits and patterns we discover in His
Word.

He moves us forward, setting us apart for His purposes and
glory. He transforms us from sinners to saints; this
transformation is spiritual maturity.

We become spiritually mature as we begin to come out of
agreement with the old ways of thinking and the enemy’s lies
and into agreement with God’s Word-the sword of the Spirit-who
gives us new ways of thinking.

The Battle We Are In
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We are in a battle over value systems. A war rages against
biblical values that guide choices and establish moral
grounds, providing a bedrock for spiritual maturity. The
enemy’s strategy is to divide and alter our value systems so
we will operate out of a carnal mind rather than out of the
mind of Christ.

If we want to win the battle, it is critical for us to be
spiritually mature and stay rooted in biblical principles.

We must put on the full armor of God and wield the sword of
the Spirit, day by day and moment by moment.

We must have a heart that seeks the wholeness God offers
through Yeshua.

God is moving the body of believers into new levels of faith,
equipping us for positions of authority to walk in dominion
and be empowered. In this next season, we must claim and
activate the Word that allows us to walk in victory and
wholeness—body, soul and spirit (1 Thess. 5:23).

We must walk in God'’s ways to become spiritually mature.

Ways of operating in the past won’t work in this next season.
We know God'’s ways are not ours (Isa. 55:8-9). They are higher
and better. When we surrender to them, they give us spiritual
results and transform our lives.

Paul wrote to the Colossian believers and told them he heard
about their faith in Jesus and their love of the saints, and
he was thankful. He prayed for them to be “filled with the
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding..” (Col. 1:9).

First, we must put our faith in Yeshua.. every day. Then we
must love and care for our brothers and sisters and invite the
Spirit to fill us with the knowledge of God’s will.. every day.

This is our prayer for the body of believers today-to grow in



wisdom, knowledge and understanding.

God says that His people perish for lack of knowledge. The
enemy seeks to kill, steal and destroy. He wants access to our
value systems to tear them down. Spiritual maturity closes the
door, so he can’t get a foothold in our lives.

Doubt, depression, unbelief and trading His ways for the
world’'s are a few ways the enemy attacks. This causes our
minds, wills and emotions to crumble and perish, leaving gaps
in our thoughts and value systems so he can fill them with
fleshly desires.

Spiritually maturity provides protection so we can fulfill our
purposes and cut off the perishing thoughts that come our way!

Spiritual Maturity-Moving from Milk to Meat

“I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now
you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still
not able; for you are still carnal. For where there are envy,
strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and
behaving like mere men?”-1 Corinthians 3:2-3.

These words from Paul remind us that spiritual people want
spiritual results (1 Cor. 2:14). Paul makes it clear that the
only way to grow in spiritual maturity is to “not perceive the
world as natural man does.” Instead, we are to spiritually
discern the world around us by putting on the mind of Christ
and getting into the flow of the Holy Spirit.

1. Get into God’s Word daily. Our faith doesn’t rest in
worldly wisdom but in the power of God, which is revealed to
us through the Spirit as we read the Word and pray in the
Spirit. We cannot recognize God’s voice if we do not study the
words He has spoken. When we get in sync with and tune in to
His voice through His Word, we can apply it to our daily lives
and get spiritual results.



2. Let patience have its perfect work in us. The Father always
wants to take us deeper into His love and wisdom, but this
challenges us to move past our comfort zones. When
comfortable, we become prideful and stop growing and maturing
spiritually.

James told us to count trials as joy because our faith 1is
tested through them, and we grow in patience. Patience and
maturity go hand in hand. Just as it is difficult for small
children to be patient, when we are “babes,” as Paul wrote in
1 Corinthians 3:1, we won’'t allow patience to flow through us,
producing maturity.

Patience has a “perfect work” to do in us so that we lack
nothing. Patience works out the wholeness and completeness we
have in Messiah.

3. Pray and decree God’s Word. Spiritual maturity begins by
getting into God’s Word. Then we practice and activate it
through patience and praying God’s Word. It’'s like taking the
keys to the car and putting them in the ignition. You have the
car, the gas tank is full and the keys are in your hand. To
move forward, you must put it all together.

God is not hoping or searching for a reason to discipline.
He’s looking for a way to release grace, mercy and blessings
upon you! We release those blessings by decreeing God’'s Word
in the heavenly courtroom.

Do we sometimes need to be corrected when we’ve veered from
God's ways? Absolutely. But we can’t let the enemy lie and
tell us that God doesn’t want to bless us.

When we begin decreeing and believing His promises, which are
full of abundant blessings, we begin to bring what is written
in the books of heaven to earth.

In Consistency Lies the Victory



In the consistency of getting into God’'s Word, allowing the
fruits of the Spirit to be worked out in and through us, and
praying and decreeing God’s Word, we will spiritually mature,
get spiritual results, and walk in victory.

Hold fast to the faith.

x] Starve your fears.

And anticipate the goodness of God to bless you in the season
ahead.

Bring Charisma magazine home with a subscription today!

Curt Landry, founder of Curt Landry Ministries, and his wife,
Christie, travel extensively, preaching and teaching about the
Jewish roots of the Christian faith. Together, their passion
is to empower families to live and leave Kingdom legacies and
understand their own personal heritage.

Muzzled, Fired and Reported
as a Terrorist: Chaplain
Loses Case 1n LGBTQ Dispute

An ordained Church of England (CofE) chaplain, who was fired
from his job and secretly reported to the UK government’s
terrorist watchdog for a moderate sermon in a school chapel on
identity politics, will appeal an employment tribunal ruling
handed down this week.

After being fired, Rev. Dr. Bernard Randall had taken his
employer, Trent College in Nottingham, to court for
discrimination, harassment, victimization and unfair
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dismissal. He’'s being represented by the Christian Legal
Centre, the legal ministry of the religious freedom watchdog
Christian Concern.

Randall described the latest ruling against him as a “blow for
free speech and Christian freedoms.”

“I am extremely disappointed at this result. It is a personal
blow, but more importantly, it is a blow for all those who
believe in freedom of speech, in freedom of religion and in an
educational system which opens the minds of young people
rather than narrowing them or imposing an ideology that many
or most in our society find troubling,” he said in a
statement.

“It is a foundational principle of a truly democratic society
that the free exchange of ideas is good for everyone,” Randall
said.

“In this case, mainstream Christian beliefs about marriage are
held by a minority in society, albeit a substantial one. They
are hardly extreme: they arise out of God’s deep love for all
people, and his desire for full human flourishing. They
deserve to be taken seriously,” he noted.

“On the other hand, the beliefs of gender identity ideology
are themselves held by a minority and are controversial, to
say the least. They also deserve to be taken seriously.
However, it cannot be right for a school to teach them as if
they are undisputable facts, and to shut down those who wish
to take an open thoughtful approach to the well-being of young
people,” Randall explained.

“The Tribunal'’s ruling makes the free exchange of ideas in
schools, and in wider society much harder. I understood that
the whole point of the Equality Act is to protect minorities.
It feels today as if Christians are one minority who are not
afforded that protection, and I believe that is wrong on every
level,” he concluded.



Randall, 50, from Derbyshire, was ordained by the Church of
England in 2006. He had been employed by the school for four
years until he was dismissed in 2019.

As CBN News reported in September of 2022, he told the East
Midlands Employment Tribunal that the school had shown
“absolutely no regard for the concern [he] had for those upset
or confused by the implementation of Educate and Celebrate”-a
group that provides training “to embed gender, gender identity
and sexual orientation 1into the fabric” of their
organizations.

According to The Daily Mail, Randall told the tribunal in a
written statement, that it was clear that the charity’s stated
objective was to promote LGBT inclusion in schools. However,
he said E&C went beyond “a natural stance of inclusivity into
the active promotion of ideas which he believed amounted to
identity politics.”

He also claimed much of E&C’'s program appeared to him to be
“contrary to Christian teaching.”

Randall told the tribunal about a September 2018 meeting at
the school when representatives of E&C urged staff to chant
“smash heteronormativity”—the concept that heterosexuality 1is
the normal form of sexual orientation—the BBC reported.

Randall said he did not participate in the chanting.

He was told by his supervisors at the school that they “would
not simply implement the entire Educate and Celebrate program
as presented, but would make selective use of whatever fitted
with the Trent ethos.”

He later discovered that the school intended to implement the
entire program.

The chaplain said there were several concerns among the
school’s community that were brought to his attention about



the program.

“Some objected to elements on religious grounds; others found
the aggressively political approach concerning, feeling that
beliefs were being forced on them; others were simply confused
about what they could, or could not, believe,” he said.

According to Randall, when one child asked “How come we are
told we have to accept all this LGBT stuff in a Christian
school?” he decided to respond by carefully writing an
explanatory, moderate sermon giving the Christian viewpoint
and emphasizing the importance of “respecting those with whom
we disagree.”

He gave the sermon twice during chapel, once with minor
alterations, and spoke to various staff and pupils ages 11 to
17, according to the Christian Legal Centre.

In his sermon, Randall said, “You do not have to accept the
ideas of LGBT activists.”

Even though he knew it might “ruffle a few feathers,” he told
the tribunal he didn’t expect any complaints about it, the BBC
reported.

The attorney representing the school asked Randall if he was
being deliberately provocative and undermining the program the
school was implementing.

“The school has no place telling pupils they have to accept an
ideology. I would say that even applies to Christianity,” he
replied.

“I don't think it ever occurred to me that anyone would think
that was offensive,” Randall added.

Reported as a Terrorist to Government Watchdog

However, within weeks of presenting the sermon, the school
told Randall he had violated the school’s LGBT agenda. He was



first told that the school contended that gender identity was
a protected characteristic. Second, they claimed that
psychology textbooks say there are three genders. But the real
problem, according to school officials, was not what Randall
had said but how the sermon made people feel.

During his disciplinary meeting, Randall was given notes that
showed he had been reported to Prevent, the U.K. government’s
counter-terrorism watchdog, as a religious extremist. He was
later told the watchdog had returned the school’s report,
declining to investigate. {eoa}

To read the rest of this article, visit our content partners
at CBN News.

Reprinted with permission from . Copyright © 2023 The
Christian Broadcasting Network Inc. All rights reserved.”
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Biden Claims Transgender
Intervention ‘Close to
Sinful’

President Joe Biden on Monday once again waded into the ever-
contentious transgender issue, <calling restrictions
surrounding children who identify as trans “cruel” and “close
to sinful.”

“Now, transgender kids is a really harder thing. What’s going
on in Florida is, as my mother would say, close to sinful,”
Biden told “The Daily Show,” referring to the Sunshine State’s
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restrictions on transgender interventions for kids. “It’s just
terrible what they’re doing.”

The president continued, “It’s not like a kid wakes up one
morning and says, you know, ‘I want to become a man, or I want
to become a woman."'”

Biden, who didn’t get specific on which policies he was
referencing, pondered what people are thinking on the issue
and said he believes there needs to be federal legislation to
protect transgender children.

“It just, to me, is, I don’t know, it’'s cruel,” he said. “We
make sure we pass legislation like we passed on same-sex
marriage. You mess with that, you’re breaking the law and
you're going to be held accountable.”

Biden's comments come as conservative and Republican-led
states continue to place restrictions on gender-related
medical interventions for kids.

As CBN News reported in November, the Florida Board of
Medicine and the state Board of Osteopathic Medicine approved
a ban on puberty blockers, cross-sex hormones and surgeries.

“I appreciate the integrity of the Boards for ruling in

the best interests of children in Florida despite facing

tremendous pressure to permit these unproven and risky
treatments,” Dr. Joseph Ladapo, Florida’s surgeon general,
said after the decision.

I

Biden’s comments intensify the percolating battle between the
White House and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R), who has been
targeting “woke” policies in schools and culture and who 1is
believed to be a potential 2024 presidential challenger.

For the rest of this article, visit our content partners at
CBN News.

Reprinted with permission from . Copyright © 2022 The



Christian Broadcasting Network Inc. All rights reserved.
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Congresswoman Declares ‘We
Must Plead the Blood of Jesus
Over This Nation’

Sean Feucht’s recent stop on the Kingdom to the Capitol Tour
in Washington, D.C., sent a powerful message to the nation-a
great awakening is coming and the kingdom of God will prevail
over America.

During the six-day event in the nation’s capital, Feucht and
thousands of others prayed and worshipped for revival,
including Congresswoman Lauren Boebert of Colorado, whose
light shines as a beacon for Christ in Washington in the midst
of corruption and godlessness in our government.

“Congresswoman Lauren Boebert has been such a hero, and God
has her in Congress for a reason,” Feucht said as he brought
Boebert to the stage in front of the Supreme Court.

A charismatic Christian, Boebert, who reclaimed her seat
during the mid-term elections in November, proclaimed her
boldness for Christ and hope for America going forward.

“The Bible tells us to declare a thing and it shall be
established,” Boebert said. “Thank you, Father God, that these
(Supreme Court) Justices have wisdom and a revelation
knowledge of You, that they may know the hope of their calling
and that they will stand boldly.
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“Today we celebrate life as though it has already happened.
What would our victory look like if the matter was already
won? The Lord God fights our battles. We declare the end from
the beginning, and today, we stand for life. Do not relent. Do
not back down.

“God has no pleasure in the souls that draw back. So, press
in, and go forward. God bless you and God bless our Justices.
Plead the blood of Jesus over them and over this nation.”

Boebert also joined Feucht in worshipping Jesus on the main
floor of the capitol building, prompting author, preacher and
podcaster Lance Wallnau to comment on Instagram:



