
Finding Faith … and Not to
Mention Work
With  unemployment  at  record  highs,  churches  and  Christian
organizations  are  stepping  in  to  help  job  seekers  both
practically and spiritually.

Ministries such as Florida-based Christian HELP and Career
Solutions in Dallas began helping the unemployed find work
long  before  the  recession  hit  in  2008.  But  since  the
unemployment rate shot up from 6.6 percent in October 2008 to
10.1 percent the following year to 9.5 percent today, the
groups say the “ministry needs and opportunities” are growing.

Honoring  a  Passionate
Evangelist
When Steve Hill got up to preach at Brownsville Assembly of
God on Father’s Day 1995, he had no idea his ministry was
about to head in a new direction.

The service launched the Brownsville Revival, a 5-year renewal
that drew 4 million attendees from around the world and saw
thousands accept Christ.

“I personally saw the Holy Spirit use [Hill] almost single-
handedly to touch the world through his repentance message,”
says former Brownsville pastor John Kilpatrick. “He basically
put his life on hold to be used by God to tirelessly preach,
pray and call those hundreds of thousands of souls nightly.”

Kilpatrick, former Brownsville worship leader Lindell Cooley
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and former ministry school dean Michael Brown will be among
the  leaders  gathering  Friday  to  honor  Hill  at  Heartland
Church,  the  congregation  he  leads  in  Dallas.  Hill  was
diagnosed with a melanoma in 2001, and the cancer spread into
his body. He now has two tumors outside his lungs. 

“God burdened me to do this,” says Cindy Jacobs, co-founder of
Generals International and convener of the July 16 service.
“Steve’s never asked for anything. He doesn’t want to bother
anybody. He’s just [focused on winning] souls and honoring
God.”

Jacobs hopes the money raised during the service will offset
Hill’s  medical  costs  and  allow  him  to  take  a  break  from
preaching to focus on his health. But asking an evangelist to
stop, even for a little while, is a tall order. Even as he
undergoes treatment at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston,
Hill has been operating a website to help prodigals find their
way back to God. Jacobs estimates that thousand have returned
to faith through . (Read “Website Calls Prodigals Back Home.”)

To view the service via live webcast beginning at 7 p.m.
Central, visit .

Life After Attempted Suicide
Kristen Anderson lay on railroad tracks hoping to end her
life. Instead, she heard a song that changed everything.

On a bone-cold night in January 2000, Kristen Anderson made an
impulsive decision: She walked to the railroad tracks not far
from her Chicago home, lay facedown on the ground and let 33
freight cars roar over her body at 55 miles per hour.
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The engineer frantically blew the whistle and brought the
train to a halt on top of Kristen’s body. The botched suicide
attempt left the 17-year-old in piercing pain. As she lay
there in her own blood, trying to decipher whether she was
dreaming, Kristen managed to pull herself from under the train
and crawl to some nearby rocks.

Embezzler Finds True Path to
Riches
Before Kevin Cross turned 22 he’d received a bachelor’s
degree  in  accounting,  embezzled  $300,000  from  the
government, been blackmailed by the mob and convicted of a
felony. But Cross says the excitement of his cinematic life
story doesn’t compare to the exhilarating life he now leads in
Christ. He travels the country teaching that true riches can
be found only through biblical financial stewardship. 

Cross says he spent most of his early years chasing riches.
“My god was pleasure, and it was so satisfying. The problem
is, it wears off like a drug,” says Cross, who is president of
Cross Stewardship Ministries in Roswell, Ga.

Dreams Come True for Hidden
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Homeless
Pastor John Wiley didn’t think it was fair that the working
poor or “hidden homeless” in Kansas City, Mo., had to live
in rent-by-the-week motels, paying $800 to $1,200 a month, so
his church did something about it.

Three years ago, as Wiley watched nearly a dozen children get
off a school bus and go into a motel, he thought, No child
should have to live in such a horrible place. Soon after he
drove by an old hospital and said to himself, “Somebody ought
to buy that hospital and turn it into a place for homeless
people and break the cycle of poverty.”

Saved by AngeIs
Can you imagine a 10,000-pound axle from a logging truck
falling on top of you and nearly cutting the midsection of
your body in two? That’s what happened to diesel mechanic
Bruce Van Natta when the semitrailer he was repairing fell off
a jack in November 2006. 

Van Natta shouted to the driver “Turn it off!” and then pulled
part of his body our from under the bumper of the vehicle. He
was in agonizing pain, but what happened next is the reason
the 40-year-old travels the world proclaiming Jesus.
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Breaking Racism’s Curse
In the ’70s Richard Harris made history by becoming the
youngest Ku Klux Klan Grand Dragon state leader in history.
Now a pastor, professor and author, Harris decries his former
life and confronts the issue of racism head-on. 

Harris says his change of heart happened at age 20, after four
years in the Klan. His superiors assigned him to a chaplain
position and required him to study the Bible.

Jamaican  orphanage  raises
children on coffee
In the mountains near Kingston, Jamaica, City of Refuge
Children’s Home is cultivating two of the country’s most
precious resources: children and coffee. 

Assemblies of God missionaries Steve and Kim Puffpaff decided
to open a children’s home after witnessing countless orphaned
children living on the streets. In 2002, thanks to donations,
the couple purchased property in Jamaica’s Blue Mountains and
transformed  a  former  luxury  hotel  on  the  property  into  a
children’s home.
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Helping Soldiers Find Solace
On 300 acres of Colorado national forest, against the backdrop
of the Sangre de Cristo (Blood of Christ) Mountains, sits a
$4.5 million lodge where Spirit-filled Vietnam veteran Dave
Roever helps “wounded warriors” find solace from the trauma of
war.

Every month about 30 soldiers—many of whom have lost limbs,
eyes and other body parts—converge at Eagles Summit Ranch
(ESR) in Westcliffe, Colo., to spend a week getting a respite
from the wounds of war. Roever, whose face was disfigured in
combat during the Vietnam War when a grenade exploded in his
hand, says the main objective of the week is to teach service
men and women how to cope with physical, mental and emotional
challenges by publicly sharing their stories. At the end of
each week, cadets stand before the Westcliffe community and
other soldiers and discuss their war experiences.

God Sings in the Dark
Kristen Anderson lay on railroad tracks hoping to end her
life. Instead, she heard a song that changed everything.

On a bone-cold night in January 2000, Kristen Anderson made an
impulsive decision: She walked to the railroad tracks not far
from her Chicago home, lay facedown on the ground and let 33
freight cars roar over her body at 55 miles per hour.

The engineer frantically blew the whistle and brought the
train to a halt—on top of Kristen’s body. The botched suicide
attempt left the 17-year-old in piercing pain. As she lay
there in her own blood, trying to decipher whether she was
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dreaming, Kristen managed to pull herself from under the train
and crawl to some nearby rocks.


