Joyce Meyer: The Simple Key
to Ushering God’'s Restoration
Into Your Life

Joyce Meyer says you can recover from anything, thanks to God.
You just need to love Him.

“There is nothing that you cannot recover from,” Meyer says.
“.The Word of God works, and no matter how people have treated
you, God has got a good plan for your life. So here’s what you
need to do. Stop hating them and start loving God more and
more and more, and He’ll bring restoration into your life,
amen?”

Watch the clip to hear Meyer’s full remarks.

Why The Send’s 2020 Gathering
Will Not Be Held 1in the
United States

The Send will hold its 2020 gathering at Morumbi Stadium in
Sao Paulo, Brazil, on February 8. The decision was arrived at
after seeing the enthusiastic response by Brazilian attendees
at the Orlando event earlier this year, according to leaders
interviewed for a behind-the-scenes video.

”n

“I heard worship songs in Portuguese,” said Andy Byrd from
Youth With a Mission (YWAM). “And I thought, ‘My gosh, the
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Brazilians have come in force.’ .. It was so evident that God
is raising up Brazil as a catalytic spark in this hour of
human history.”

Teofilo Hayashi, who 1leads Dunamis Movement in Brazil,
remembers discussing with Lou Engle at the event that the Holy
Spirit was doing something among the Brazilian worshippers.

“During the Brazil worship set, Lou was next to me, saying,
‘There’s something here—we need to pay attention to this,'”
Hayashi says. “The mic comes to me. I go through my script.
But then suddenly something starts coming upon me. It was the
Spirit of the Lord. And just boils in me to the point where I
stepped forward and I just let out this cry and I say, ‘It’s
time for Brazil.’ And I remember just crying out, ‘You are a
chosen nation! Brazil, let’s go! It’'s your time.'”

Engle agrees.

“Brazil is poised to be one of the greatest if not the
greatest sending nation in history to finish the task of
reaching the unreached people groups,” he says. “Don’t just
enjoy the fire. Send the fire. It’'s time for Brazil to change
and touch the nations with missions.”

Hayashi believes The Send’s event in Sao Paulo could be a
“tipping point” for international awakening.

“The next Send event in Sao Paulo, Brazil, could be the
tipping point for the first domino to come down as we see a
revival culminating into Reformation not only in America, not
only in Brazil, but the nations,” Hayashi says. “A generation
of hundreds of thousands of young people being activated into
their callings. It is time to see the continent that has been
under such spiritual awakening to rise up to the next strata
of spiritual reformation. Our generation is born for such a
time as this.”



Church Honors Fathers With
Passionate Musical Tribute to
Our Heavenly Father

Willow Worship, the worship band at Willow Creek Community
Church, celebrated Father’'s Day with a musical medley centered
around God’s role as our heavenly Father. The medley included
Tommy Walker's “He Knows My Name,” Hillsong’'s “Who You Say I
Am,” Housefires’ “Good Good Father,” and many traditional
hymns.

Click the video to watch it and be stirred to worship by the
incredible love of God the Father.

How This Chart-Topping
Christian Artist Rebuilt His
Faith After Doubt Crept In

Best-selling Christian rapper Andy Mineo says he walked
through a season of spiritual doubt for the last few years. He
says his faith was ultimately rebuilt through starting “from
zero” with God and being emotionally honest with Him.

“A lot of people know me as an artist who is very open about
my faith,” Mineo says in a video posted Wednesday by
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YouVersion. “An interesting thing is that in the last few
years, I've experienced a tremendous amount of doubt.”

When he went back to the Bible, he found solidarity 1in
Biblical heroes who experienced similar doubt-and yet God
still used them.

“Basically I felt like, ‘Let me just wipe everything out that
I know about God and start from zero and restart with the
Bible,'” Mineo says. “We look through the Scripture and we saw
David and all kinds of people just shaking their fist at God
and being like, ‘Yo, what’'s up?’—asking questions and angry.
God wants relationship with us and He can handle our fears,
our outbursts and our emotions.”

He says his journey 1is relatable for many young adults who
grew up in church: “Some of us grow up in churches. We go to
youth group. Our parents are Christians. And so being a
Christian is just part of how you understand life.”

Francis Chan Calls Out
Artificial ‘Moves of God,"’
Says He’s Done Playing Games

Pastor Francis Chan says he’s tired of man-made revivals and
warned the church that there’s no time for “playing games” any
more. Chan’s comments came during a February 6 speech at
Liberty University’s Convocation gathering.

Chan, an avid surfer, compared man-made revivals to a wave
pool—-controlled and fun, but ultimately predictable and
artificial. He says he came to that realization while visiting
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a wave pool in Waco, Texas.

“One of my favorite things to do on this earth is to surf,”
Chan says. “So I just go, ‘OK, what is this wave pool like?’
And it was really cool. It just showed these people playing on
this wave that comes in and I thought ‘That’s kind of cool.
Like every 30 seconds, you know.’' Because usually when you
surf, you paddle out in the water [and] you don’t know if a
wave 1is coming or not. You kind of assume, you kind of see
some things, but there’s so much unknown. I thought ‘That’s so
nice. You can just paddle out to this one spot in this pool
and know what wave is going to come, and you know when 1it’s
going to peak and then it’'s going to die out, and you just
paddle back out to the exact same spot over and over and over
again. That's pretty fun.’

“It’'’s so different than going in the ocean, where it’s like,
‘Gosh, I don’t know if something huge is going to come.’ There
have been times where we’ve driven for like an hour and just
sat in the water—nothing happened. .. There’s so many things
that can happen in the ocean. And I thought, ‘This is so nice.
You can just go to a wave pool and you won’t have any fear.’

“And when I looked at that thing, I thought, ‘Gosh, you know,
this is what church services sometimes feel like to me.’ It's
like this wave that you can create. You know at 9:15 this is
going to happen, and you know at 9:20, and then you know at
9:40 it’'s going to start dying out because it has to. It'’s
just going to happen. And you can do it over and over and over
again. And I feel like for many years I’'ve been content with
that, because it’s fun and everyone’s having a good time. But
man, don’t you read the Scriptures and go ‘Gosh, there was so
much that was unpredictable’? Where it really was a move from
God. It wasn’t mad-made. It wasn’t this man-made wave, but
things would happen that were out of your control.”

Chan says he is done with artificial moves of God and instead
said he craves an authentic move of the Holy Spirit.



“I’'ve been praying that this would be something that is not
man-made, because I feel like I know how to make a wave in a
room,” Chan says. “And I'm just done with it. There’s just no
time for that anymore. I’'m just done playing games.”

Watch his full message here.

Christian Musicians Have a
Message of Hope for the
Hopeless

The Christian pop group Stars Go Dim is reminding believers
that God’s love casts out all fear in the new single “It’s
Gonna Get Better.” The 1live music video, recorded 1in
Nashville, features a full chorus singing to the song’s
encouraging lyrics: “I don’'t have to fear cause I trust His
love/ I know where my help .. comes from.”

Watch the music video here.

Confused About Bible
Journaling? Here’'s How to Get
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Started

Bible journaling is a rapidly growing trend within the church.
But have you ever wondered how to get started? This video from
Bible Gateway practically explains how to engage with and
journal your way through Scripture. Watch it here.

Samuel Rodriguez Shares ‘Word
From Heaven’ to Cast Off
Spiritual Paralysis

Pastor Samuel Rodriguez says the story of Jesus healing the
paralyzed man in John 5 1is a prophetic picture for anyone
dealing with spiritual paralysis right now. He says the man
was not only physically paralyzed but spiritually paralyzed,
because he was only viewing things in terms of his own power
and ability.

“It’'s all a matter of perspective,” Rodriguez says. “The man
was paralyzed, and he was paralyzed for 38 years. Jesus looks
at him and says, ‘Do you want to get well?’ ALl it required

was a yes or no response. .. His response is cognitively
incoherent. He says, ‘I can’t.’ Jesus never asked him if he
could. .. The problem is not only was this man physically

paralyzed. He was spiritually paralyzed, morally paralyzed.
Every vestige of his life [and] his destiny was paralyzed. And
then Jesus looks at him and does something powerful.”

Rodriguez says we can all learn something from Jesus’ healing
of that man.
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“I don’t care how paralyzed you may be right now,” Rodriguez
says. “There is a word from heaven. Your children may be
paralyzed. Your faith, your finances, your health, your
anointing, your joy, your peace—-there’s a word from heaven,
and right now the word from heaven is this: Stand up in the
name of Jesus!”

Watch the full clip from The Jim Bakker Show here.

Andrew Brunson: How God
Orchestrated Spiritual
Victory Over These Dark
Principalities

Andrew Brunson said God used his imprisonment in Turkey to
orchestrate a spiritual confrontation with the principalities
of that region. Brunson spoke Monday at the Southern Baptist
Convention’s 2019 Pastors’ Conference in Birmingham, Alabama.
He began by thanking leaders for their prayer and support and
offering some behind-the-scenes spiritual insight.

n

“I want to thank those of you who prayed for us,” Brunson
said. “.We're grateful for this. Your prayers sustained me.
Certainly my wife as well. We're grateful for this. And I did
ride your prayers out of Turkey, they sustained me while I was
in prison, but God was also doing something else that was much
bigger than setting me free. I think he was setting up a
confrontation between the dark spiritual powers in that region
and the sons and daughters of God around the world. So I think
you’'re going to see someday that you were part of something
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very significant and very big God was doing, and there’s going
to be harvest in Turkey. Because there was a tsunami wave of
prayer that has crashed into that land and that region. The
Lord just made me a magnet for prayer, and I'm grateful for
what you did.”

Brunson focused his talk on warning the assembled pastors and
leaders about rising persecution—even in the United States-and
the importance of being aware of the “signs of the times.”

“I think it’'s going to become increasingly difficult to stand
for Jesus and for his truth in the United States,” Brunson
said. “I have a sense of urgency for the first time. My wife
and I spent 25 years in Turkey. We’ve been very much focused
on the Muslim world for many years and I never really had a
burden for the United States, but since I’'ve come back from
our time in Turkey, there’s a real urgency and burden in my
heart, because I don’t think we’re prepared for what 1is
coming. I'm not so sure about my own generation-I'm 51 years
old—but especially the next generation. My children’s
generation, I don’t think is prepared. We need to be aware of
the signs of the times we are living in, but I fear that many
of us are complacent and we’re unaware. And this means the
people in our churches are going to be blindsided by what
comes.”

Watch the video here to see Brunson’s full address. After a
time of worship, Brunson begins speaking about 16 minutes in.

Miracles From Mysteries: How
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a Young Man’s Tragic Death
Led to Thousands of
Salvations

The gospel follows the water. That'’s what two young women-—left
nameless here for their safety-discovered when they introduced
the gospel to their remote village.

The women had been taken from the village more than a year
before, lured by a job offer then violated and captured by sex
traffickers. They were ultimately rescued when a border guard
became suspicious and pulled them away from their captors.
They were later put into a safe house run by Christians.

Over the next year, they received physical and emotional
healing, along with the gospel of Jesus Christ. They wanted to
return to their village to share the gospel, but felt too
ashamed by their violations to go back.

If we had a business, they thought, we could return as
contributing members of the community. We could bolster the
economy and share the gospel. That's when their Christian
leader was put in contact with Jordan Lewis Missions (JLM).

The women’s request was simple: sewing machines so they could
repair and make clothes. Ron Lewis, co-founder and gospel
strategist at JLM, encouraged them to ask for more. So the
women asked for a pair of goats.

Ron pushed them to dream bigger still and asked for their most
exorbitant request. This time they asked for a water well,
which would cost a few thousand U.S. dollars. JLM honored
their request.

When the women returned to the village and the water well was
installed, they quickly became empowered leaders who blessed
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the entire community. The well served as a central hub for the
community, and while the villagers drew water, the women
shared the gospel with them. Today this village has five
churches.

“When we started installing these water pumps in villages, it
became obvious we were addressing a real humanitarian issue on
numerous levels,” Ron says. “Because JLM is about reaching the
unreached with the gospel, our conviction was to not only
share water, but also Living Water.

“To our great surprise, three to five underground churches are
starting for almost every water pump we provide. The gospel is
going forward and it reminds us of Jesus meeting with the
woman at the well. He said to her, ‘You’re drinking from
natural water, but drink this water I give you so that you’ll
never thirst again.’ That’s one of our strategies, and 1it’s
been incredibly effective.”

Success stories like the women’s are not uncommon for JLM
which has invested in 15 nations, including five of the 10
most dangerous nations for Christian persecution, according to
Open Doors’ 2019 World Watch List.

God has opened avenues for JLM’s work in some of the harshest
environments for Christians in the world:

In China, JLM has trained 14 teams to go and reach 14 UPGs who
have never heard the gospel.

In Pakistan, two house churches started in 2015 through JLM,
have multiplied to 2,600 underground churches as of last
December, with over 17,000 salvations.

In North Korea, the most dangerous country in the world to be
a Christian, JLM partners with underground churches providing
Bibles, food aid, and even some rescues with North Korean
defectors.



In India, several churches have been built among UUPGs that
are considered some of the least reached people in the entire
nation.

JLM is also actively engaged in Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Bangladesh and Indonesia. The work is so sensitive in these
nations that it can’t be listed here for security reasons.

JLM has provided strategy and provision for launching micro-
churches in NYC led by Muslim-background believers who reach
Muslims with the gospel.

JLM focuses on reaching the roughly 32 million people with
limited or no access to the gospel. An unreached people group
(UPG) is defined as an ethnic group without an indigenous,
self-propagating Christian church or gospel movement. An
unengaged, unreached people group (UUPG) goes a step further:
The term denotes a people group with no known active gospel
outreach or church planting effort of any kind (e.g., those
that have no individual or organization targeting them with
the gospel).

These are the people that compel Ron and his wife, Lynette,
who say they’re not interested in simply introducing the world
to American Christianity delivered by American missionaries.
Rather, they want to support what God is already doing in the
region through locals whose hearts have been stirred to see
their people meet the Lord.

Outreach Becomes Therapy

Conceived almost by accident in the wake of tragedy, JLM is
proof of God’s ability to bring forth miracles from tragedy.

Jordan Lewis Missions’ namesake—Ron and Lynette’s son
Jordan—died at age 23 after battling a rare form of sinus
cancer. Three days after Jordan’s death, Ron remembers waking
up suddenly, sitting up straight in bed.



“Out of nowhere, I hear the words, ‘Who will pick up this
mantle?'” Ron says. “It was a serious question and immediately
I recalled how one of the primary highlights of Jordan’s life
was serving God in Tanzania just weeks before he was diagnosed
with cancer. Jordan described it as never feeling more alive
than when he was in Tanzania reaching an unengaged, unreached
people group. This must be the mantle God is highlighting.”

But Ron didn’t act on that word right away. How could he? He
was in the middle of Jordan’s memorial services, dealing with
logistical arrangements, family and all of the personal trauma
and pain that accompanies the death of a child.

A couple days later, the Lewis family was together in Jordan’s
apartment, watching flowers from loved ones pour in. One of
Jordan’s brothers or friends commented that Jordan wouldn’t be
so interested in all these flowers, so “Why don’'t we ask
people to give to the unreached, unengaged people he so
loved?”

So the family got the word out that while they appreciated the
flowers and outpouring of love, if anyone wanted to give
toward Jordan’s favorite mission, they could send donations to
the Missions Office at Oral Roberts University (ORU), Jordan’s
alma mater.

“Three months later, the chief legal counsel and the CFO of
ORU, realized their own restrictions in managing these funds
due to State Department regulations,” Ron says. “They asked me
if I would move it into one of our nonprofits or one of our
churches.”

Ron moved JLM under the 501(c)(3) covering of King'’s Park
International Church in Durham, North Carolina—where Ron
already serves as founding and senior minister.

He clarifies that JLM is strictly a charitable organization
with only one part-time staff member-JLM executive director
Wayne Graham—-who is funded by Kings Park, so that all of the



money donated to JLM goes straight to the mission.

“Serving a nonprofit mission may seem like an odd coping
mechanism for grief,” Ron admits. “Not everyone recovers from
tragedy, and we personally understand the challenges of living
beyond the pain.”

He continues: “For us the best thing is to keep moving
forward—heal and share and get out of our shell and out of our
trauma. We feel rewarded, just through the giving of our lives
away—and even more when we give the gospel away and people
meet Jesus.”

Lynette says the Lewis family had little left to give after
Jordan’s death. But they gave what they could, like the boy
with the loaves and fishes in John 6, and God multiplied it
beyond belief.

“When Jordan died, we were so spent,” Lynette says. “We felt
so out of wind, out of faith, out of energy. And yet we said,
‘OK, God, what can we do? Maybe something small? Let’s just
create a fund where people can give for the cause Jordan loved
so much.’

“So we spent a little time doing that, people started giving,
one thing leads to another, and before long, amazing things
are happening through the help of the Lord, things so far
bigger than anything we could have imagined.”

In May, Lynette preached on Mother’s Day at Life Fellowship
Church in Athens, Texas, on what she calls four mysteries
people face in life—-the mystery of waiting, the mystery of
different, the mystery of loss and the mystery of
multiplication. From firsthand experience, she shared how God
can transform mysteries into miracles.

“John 12:24 says, ‘Unless the seed falls into the ground and
dies, 1t remains alone. But if it dies, it will bear much
fruit,'” Lynette says. “That’s what we’ve seen through



Jordan’s example—his life, his passion. It got picked up by
Ron initially and now by hundreds of others around the world
who share that mission to reach the UPGs of the world. Now to
see all these churches popping up? It’s just extraordinary.”

Ron says leading JLM in memory of his son has been “healing”
for him. And he believes in that healing process and aims to
follow the example of Jesus.

“When Jesus lost His cousin John the Baptist whose head was
cut off-on an emotional human 1level, that had to be
traumatic,” Ron says. “But the first thing Jesus did after a
brief time of grieving was He went out and healed people. I
think that’s a little piece of how we’'ve been able to recover
and are still recovering. We go out to heal.. ‘Let’s start one
more church. Let’s give one more water pump. Let’s give 10
more Bibles or train 100 more evangelists for UUPGs. Let's
keep the Good News flowing and going. Let’s just keep
spreading the gospel.’ So what started with Jordan in
Tanzania, then went to one or two nations and 1s now in more
than a dozen nations. It just keeps spreading.”

Good Deeds, Good News

Lynette remembers when she was young and missionaries would
come through town and speak to her local church. The church
would raise funds for the missionaries to minister in a
distant country.

Today JLM, like many other ministries, operates on a different
model. “Missionaries” who don’t have the resources or life
flexibility to drop everything and move to another country-no
matter how passionate about the Great Commission they may
be—can still go. Most, particularly in the United States, can
financially support nationals doing kingdom ministry in their
own unreached, unengaged nation.

“Some of us go, some preach, but most send,” Lynette says.
“That’s really the bottom line. Most of us will be a sender, a



funder, a giver—and that is vital and essential for the
mission. In fact, it could be THE primary catalyst to doing
the work of the gospel around the world. See yourself as a
sender, as someone who raises up missionaries and helps put
them on the field. When you give and you invest, that’s really
what you can call yourself: You're a missionary sender.”

“We have twin 5-year-old daughters now [who were born three
months before Jordan died],” Ron says. “I can’t go travel the
world every month. But here’s what I can do: I can back
somebody who's already there.”

Lynette agrees: “I personally would be the least likely to go
myself. But putting my time and energy and effort into sending
those who will go, makes me feel like I'm as much a part of
the missionary team as those going.”

So how does JLM identify kingdom-minded locals without staff
on the ground? Early in his ministry while in his 20’'s, Ron
started building a network of international students studying
in the U.S. who had a passion for Jesus. He recognized that
when they returned home, they were often in the “top echelon
of society”—influential, financially well-off individuals.
Some of them also went on to plant churches and start
ministries internationally. They now provide leadership and
key connections for JLM as it grows and expands.

“To me, this is a significant shift in missions,” Ron says.
“These places we are working in are the darkest of nations. I
mean, who really wants to go to Iraq right now? Who wants to
go to Afghanistan? Yet there are people on the ground right
now who are eager to work and go, those who are going to do a
much better job than we can. Why don’'t we water them? By
water, I'm referencing Proverbs 11 that says whoever waters
will himself be watered. So that is what our calling has
become—out of our dry places of grief, into watering the
nations.”



Resources provided by JLM goes to a variety of kingdom
opportunities. Sometimes it's funding a water pump or a water
well for a village. Other times it means providing start-up
money to build a hybrid church/community center for the
unreached. It can be as simple as buying a $5 Bible and as
complicated as arranging logistics to screen The Jesus Film
for hundreds of people in a remote tribal village that’s
exclusively Muslim or another religion. In almost all
situations though, the gospel 1is shared after tangible,
practical work is done for the community.

“The people are very receptive to the gospel, because it’s
good news,” Ron says. “And it’s not only good news—it’'s good
deeds, followed by good news.”

A clear example of this philosophy in action 1is the
installation of water pumps in regions where water 1is scarce.
In Pakistan, a Christian woman named Asia Bibi was
incarcerated on false charges after she drank water from a
Muslim-owned well. She was kept in prison for several years on
charges of blasphemy. This compels JLM to fund wells and pumps
where everyone—whether Muslim, Hindu or Christian—can come get
water and freely talk without fear of reprisal. Ron says the
invitation is the same as the prophet Isaiah’s: “Everyone who
thirsts, come to the waters” (Isa. 55:1a).

“Having access to water is a human right, as it’'s a necessity
for survival,” Ron says. “.. In the places where we serve the
unreached, they often drink impure and even disease-ridden
water. We are changing that one well at a time.”

He goes on to explain, “The greatest source of pain in the
world is the evil in the human heart and catastrophes as a
result of the fall of mankind. Only the gospel of Jesus can
change a calloused, sickened heart, and that’s why we believe
the gospel of Jesus is also a human right because it changes
hearts and lives and drives evil out of humanity. So for JLM
the gospel will always follow the water. Water and the gospel



go hand in hand. We love that the water pumps help 1in
sustaining life, and watching the gospel bring forth eternal
life, for us is even more joyful.”

Prayerful Posturing

But none of this good would have been possible without the
Lewises’ humble willingness to pick up the mantle Jordan left
behind—even when they felt too weak to carry that mantle. It's
a complicated and bittersweet subject for Ron and Lynette, who
still don’t understand why Jordan’s life ended at such a young
age, yet choose to trust God anyway.

“Seeing what the Lord is doing around the world through JLM
and through our work doesn’t bring Jordan back,” Lynette says.
“It doesn’t replace him. But it does feel fruitful. And that’s
what I found in my many grief journeys .. that God will help
you bear fruit in ways that you would not have chosen, would
not have expected, but in ways you’'re so glad to receive. We
are humbled by what God’s done through JLM around the world,
and we’'re grateful. It doesn’t take away the pain, but it does
cause us to feel fruitful.”

“All of us will go through crisis or tragedy at least one time
in our lives—some of us more than once,” Ron says. “0On the
other side of every great challenge or crisis 1is
opportunity—opportunity to surrender to God, even when you
don’t like the situation you’ve been dealt. It is a relentless
choice to not let go, even though you don’t understand. It’s
like Jacob wrestling with the angel of the Lord, and Jacob is
just not letting go. When it’s over, he’s limping. We too,
have these limps. We have these broken areas of our lives. Yet
we know that God and His covenant will not fail us. So we hang
on.”

Lynette says she finds solace in knowing that through her
experience, she can minister to so many going through similar
heartache.



“What we get from God in our trials is what we can give to
others,” Lynette says. “The Word of God tells us that we are
comforted in our suffering so that we know how to comfort
others. So I'm often pondering, ‘How can I use this experience
to be helpful for someone else who's suffering?’ And it really
helps me endure and feel like there’s fruit amidst loss.”

This is the story and mission of JLM. In short: People who
have gone through unimaginable pain are letting God use that
pain to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to the most remote
villages on Earth. As Paul the apostle said, “..what has
happened to me has really served to advance the gospel” (Phil.
1:12).

Ron and Lynette say they know that death is not the end for a
Christian. They will see their son again one day in heaven,
and hope to be joined there by as many people as possible who
were reached through the work of JLM.

“The world in darkness without the gospel is in so much
greater peril than we as believers are with our trials and
even our most horrendous human tragedies,” Ron says. “Whether
it’s losing a son, a marriage, a job or health, we can
honestly say God sent His Son who died on the cross and rose
from the grave and wrote our names in the Book of Life-and
that’s enough.

“God is the only one who can make sense out of our suffering.
It takes time and sometimes we don’t ever get our ultimate
questions answered on this side of Heaven. Sometimes our
rejoicing is by faith. Often our praises are a sacrifice of
praise when we don’t have answers. Nevertheless, here’s what
we know: We know that God is faithful. We know that God is not
a man that He should lie. And we know that God is good, all
the time.” {eoa}

READ MORE: To find out more about JLM, visit
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