
Lauren  Daigle  Performs  Live
Worship  on  Late  Night  Talk
Show
Lauren  Daigle—who  has  been  setting  records  with  her  new
album—performed her song “Still Rolling Stones” on NBC’s Late
Night With Seth Meyers. Her performance aired as part of the
October  7  episode.  Daigle  also  performed  two  songs—”Your
Wings” and “Rescue”—on the Today Show on October 8. In the
last  year,  Daigle  has  also  performed  on  late-night  shows
hosted  by  Jimmy  Fallon  and  Jimmy  Kimmel.  Watch  her  full
performance of “Still Rolling Stones” embedded here.

Mass Baptism Sets Record for
Most  Baptisms  Ever  in
Thailand
On October 6, 630 people were baptized in one service at
Thailand.  According  to  a  Reach  a  Village  video—posted  to
YouTube Wednesday by Dwight Martin—that makes it “the largest
baptism event ever held among the Thai people.”

The baptisms are the result of a church-planting movement
focused on discipleship and church planting, which has led to
13,432 confessions of faith, 5,204 baptisms and 516 house
churches in the last two years. The movement is affiliated
with the Free in Jesus Christ Church Association, according to
the video.
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Watch the video to see the baptism event in action, and for
more information, visit the official website.

Kim Walker-Smith: I Tried to
Kill Myself, But Jesus Didn’t
Let Me Die
Kim  Walker-Smith  says  that  she  attempted  to  kill  herself
during her senior year of high school but failed—and that when
she woke up, she realized God must be real and that He loved
her. In a video interview recorded at the Vox Conference,
Walker-Smith opened up to One Voice Student Missions about how
she overcame depression and suicide.

“When I was in high school, I was kind of going through a lot
in my own family, in my own life,” Walker-Smith says. “My mom
had just married my third stepfather, just before I entered
high school, and I had been abused by stepfathers before that.
So I was already, because of my family circumstances, I was
coming into high school with a lot of pain and a lot of anger
and also I had just kind of come into this place where I kind
of snapped and I was like, ‘I’m done. I’m going to fight. I’m
going to defend myself. I’m done with being abused. I’m done
with being hurt.’ And in one sense I kind of put my walls up,
went into my fortress at that moment, but there’s also this
other part of me that was just really looking for the love and
approval and acceptance.”

Though Walker-Smith says she was reasonably well-liked and had
plenty  of  friends  at  school,  she  says  she  struggled  with
depression.

https://mycharisma.com/spiritled-living/kim-walker-smith-i-tried-to-kill-myself-but-jesus-didn-t-let-me-die/
https://mycharisma.com/spiritled-living/kim-walker-smith-i-tried-to-kill-myself-but-jesus-didn-t-let-me-die/
https://mycharisma.com/spiritled-living/kim-walker-smith-i-tried-to-kill-myself-but-jesus-didn-t-let-me-die/


“I was depressed,” she says. “I was partying. I was trying to
fill those voids and that emptiness that I felt with other
things. My mom and my stepdad, they took us to church, I went
to church, but I kind of ran through the motions just trying
to make my family happy. It wasn’t really real for me, you
know? It wasn’t until I was a senior in high school, and I
kind of reached the end. I couldn’t cope with the anger and
the depression that I felt anymore. I couldn’t cope with the
pain that I had been carrying and the double life that I had
been living. I decided that I wanted to end my life. I tried.
I attempted that. It didn’t work. And when I woke up and I
wasn’t dead, the first thing I thought in my head was, ‘God
must really be real.’ And all I could think about was that, ‘I
think he loves me.’ I felt scared to say that or admit it, but
I could feel it in that moment, and I could feel him close to
me.”

Watch the full video testimony to hear more of Walker-Smith’s
story.

Sid  Roth:  This  Ancient
Prophecy Is Still Predicting
World Events Today
“As I read The Oracle, the tangible presence of God came over
me. This book must be from God!” says Sid Roth, host of It’s
Supernatural!

New York Times bestselling author Jonathan Cahn says that God
has  a  timed  clock  and  that  prophetic  events  happen  like
clockwork every fifty years. Most importantly, these events
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are linked to Jesus’s second coming. On this episode of It’s
Supernatural!, Sid Roth talks with Cahn about his latest book
The Oracle: The Jubilean Mysteries Unveiled.

Learn more at .

Perry  Stone  Explains  Why
Viral  Video  Showed  Him
Checking Phone While Praying
in Tongues
Perry Stone recently defended himself after a viral video
circulated that showed Stone checking his phone and taking a
phone call while praying in tongues. The video was taken from
a live stream of Stone’s weekly Thursday night prayer meeting
at Omega Center International (the original video has since
been removed). The video prompted news stories and lots of
jokes online—jokes that Stone says he did not appreciate, as
it verges on the unforgivable sin of blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit.

“A Baptist pastor, African-American guy, got a hold of a video
clip and somebody else, and it went viral where I am looking
at my phone, I have a microphone, I’m praying in the Spirit
and travailing and I’m looking at my phone,” Stone says in his
response video. “And they see me doing this, and so they made
a big joke out of this. In fact, some of them made a horrible
joke out it and they even mocked speaking in tongues, which I
regret that, because you can’t blaspheme the Holy Spirit and
get forgiveness if you blaspheme. I’m not saying they did; I
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think some of them are doing it ignorantly.”

Stone says he was praying for a friend’s wife who had cancer.

“Do you know why I was looking at my phone and praying?” Stone
says. “Because there is a pastor friend of mine from Ohio
whose wife has cancer, and that pastor had called me earlier
in the day crying and saying, ‘Tonight at prayer, would you
call me with my wife, put her on speaker on your phone, and
pray for this cancer that she has that God will help her?’ And
I’m picking up my phone because it’s getting a quarter ’til
seven and I’m picking up my phone to text him while I’m
praying. I didn’t quit praying [to] put my phone down. And I’m
praying in the spirit and I’m travailing because this woman
has been very sick and I’m texting the pastor, ‘We are now
praying. Can you get her on the phone? Is she ready?’ He’s
texted me back: ‘We’re going to go to the room right now.’ …
So the critics, skeptics and comedians saw me praying in the
Holy  Spirit,  travailing,  groaning,  holding  my  phone,  and
mocked me for being on my phone. Made all kinds of jokes. … So
you made fun of me for making a call to a pastor whose wife
had cancer, who wanted prayer. That’s what you were mocking.”

Stone also explains in the video that his own gift of speaking
in tongues is very real.

“In Israel, my Muslim driver heard me pray in tongues in 3 or
4 different languages and could tell me everything I said, and
his name was Joseph,” Stone says. “My driver, Mike, who drives
from me in Israel, has heard me pray in the Holy Spirit. My
guy, Gideon, who’s Jewish, has heard me praying in the Holy
Spirit and he even heard me one time praying a Samaritan
dialect that 600 people in the West Bank, the Samaritans,
speak. So this gift is very real.”

Stone says in the video he hopes the comedian who originally
posted the clip sees his response—though he doubts it will
change anything. He then says his mockers were motivated by



money and fame, and briefly muses that he could take legal
action against the comedian, though he will not.

“I hope maybe somebody that’s connected to this comedian will
get him the message,” Stone says. “It’s not going to change
what he did. He’s not going to apologize. I know that. I hope
those ministers will hear me and say instead of taking a clip
that one guy took—took one clip—made a big page of it on a
website,  basically  just  to  get  money  and  just  to  get
followers, mocking the Holy Spirit and mocking me for having
the  phone,  not  knowing  somebody  had  cancer  at  a  prayer
meeting. … If they slander someone by … making a clip and it
becoming slanderous, they’re liable to a lawsuit. Now I’m not
saying I’m suing anybody for this. I’m not planning on doing
that. But I am saying you better be careful because you might
get a hold of someone one day that would do that.”

Stone’s full response has been embedded above.

Dr. Michael Brown: ‘I Could
Go Either Way’ on Young-Earth
vs. Old-Earth Creationism
Dr. Michael Brown says that while the topic of creationism
frequently comes up on his radio show, he does not have a
strong opinion about the creation account. He says there are
compelling argument for both young-earth creationism and old-
earth creationism, which assumes God guided the evolutionary
process over millions of years.

“Honestly, this is one subject where I say I could go either
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way in terms of my understanding of Scripture, as far as
young-earth versus old-earth, and I don’t have the scientific
acumen to debate,” Brown says in a recent video. “Most things
I like to come down with a definite position and say ‘This is
my view,’ but in my humble view, the Scriptures could be read
either way in terms of young earth or old. But this much I
know: the main message is to tell us who God is and the nature
of God. That’s what we should focus on.”

Brown says he has heard thought-provoking points from people
on both sides of the debate and does not have a clear opinion.

“I’ve had on my Line of Fire radio show old-earth creationists
who believe the Earth is millions of years old and that’s the
best way to reconcile biblical data with scientific data,”
Brown says. “And I’ve had on the show young earth creationists
who say, ‘No, no, we are misreading the biblical data to make
it  conform  to  what  we  think  science  is  saying.  The  best
science indicates that the earth is young and that’s what
Scripture plainly teaches.’

“The question is, what’s my view? Because I’m asked that all
the time. Well, we read in the book of Exodus, Exodus 20, in
the Ten Commandments, we read a forthright statement: For in
six days, the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. So there it is.
In six days, the Lord made heaven, the earth, the sea and all
that is in them. Now I fully understand where young earth
creationists come from. I understand that they would say this
is the most plain and natural reading of the text. They would
also  point  to  the  biblical  genealogies,  and  the  biblical
genealogies, you could also argue, make a good case for saying
that the earth is young. I respect that view and understand
it. I am not a scientist though, and I cannot decide what
science says or not, so for me, the ultimate question is what
does Scripture say? You can make a good case for young earth
creation based on what you would say is a plain meaning of



Scripture.

“I also look at other verses and I look at them seriously. So
we put the genealogies aside for the moment and ask could they
be read differently, and some would say yes. I recognize that
God’s Word does tell us that one day with the Lord is like a
thousand years, and I see that the word ‘yom’—day in the book
of Genesis—it can be used for daytime—day and night, right?—or
it can be used for day and night together—that’s a yom—or it
the second chapter, the phrase ‘beyom’—literally in the day
of—simply means when. And then we know there’s the day of the
Lord that can be a longer period of time, and then there are
other passages in Scripture that seem to speak of God working
in a way that is over a period.”

Watch the full video here.

Ravi  Zacharias  Tells  Tim
Tebow Why Evangelism Doesn’t
Work for Some People Today
Evangelist Ravi Zacharias and sports star Tim Tebow recently
sat down for a “Face to Face” event arranged by Ravi Zacharias
International  Ministries.  Both  Zacharias  and  Tebow  shared
their  own  testimonies  before  delving  into  more  topical
discussions. At one point, Zacharias talked to Tebow about the
hostility in Washington, D.C. and politics right now—and says
the same root problem affecting politics has also rendered
some people’s evangelistic efforts ineffective.

“Look at Jesus,” Zacharias says. “… Conversation with dignity
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and respect is indispensable to effective evangelism. When
people turn against evangelism, often it’s not the message.
It’s  the  messenger  that  has  misused  an  approach,  and  the
recipient just finds the message unattractive because of the
manner in which they delivered.”

Zacharias  says  it’s  indicative  of  a  larger  failure  to
communicate respectfully with one another in today’s culture.

“What’s happening in Washington today?” Zacharias says. “Who
sets the tone? What’s happened to the tone? Even if they were
to agree on something, they won’t, because they disagree with
the person so much, leave alone the ideas. And I think this is
the lost art of true dialogue in our time, and we have lost
civility because nobody is there to set the tone anymore and
say, ‘Let us talk in the terms that I think we need to
understand with each other.’ … But here’s what I want to say:
The tone is often set by the one who claims to be a follower
of Christ. If you start off with a polemical stance and an ‘I
know better than you’ stance … then you will get that kind of
response from the other person.”

Watch a full video of the Face to Face event here.

7  Prophetic  Moments  That
Defined  Andrew  Brunson’s  2-
Year Imprisonment
The first time Andrew Brunson received a prophetic word, he
was 3 years old. His mother, a missionary to Mexico, met an
old man named T. Stanley Soltau. When Soltau was a boy, James
Hudson Taylor—the famous missionary to China—laid his hands on
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Soltau and his brother and set them aside for missions work.
Both men grew up to become missionaries.

Andrew’s mother told Soltau, “I want you to pray for my two
children and do for them what Hudson Taylor did for you.”

So Soltau took Andrew and his sister, laid his hands on them
and prayed that God would set them apart to be missionaries
for Him.

“I think I received an impartation from Stanley Soltau that he
had received from Hudson Taylor,” Andrew says. “It was very
strong in me that I was supposed to be a missionary.”

Andrew did become a missionary, one whose story has spread
worldwide. In 2016, Andrew and his wife, Norine, were arrested
by the Turkish government on allegations of espionage and
aiding terrorists. Though Norine was released soon afterward,
Andrew was held for another two years before being released
last  year  after  significant  political  efforts  by  U.S.
President Donald Trump’s administration. His story has become
a  symbol  to  many  of  the  persecution  many  international
Christians must endure for their faith.

But  fewer  know  that  Andrew  and  Norine  are  charismatic
Christians who believe in supernatural healing, intercession
and prophetic words. In fact, the Brunsons relied on prophetic
words throughout Andrew’s imprisonment.

“Most of the interest in our situation has come from non-
charismatic churches—maybe that will diminish as they see how
much we’re also part of the charismatic movement,” Andrew
jokes. “That may diminish, but I don’t want it to. I want to
keep having an open door. But I think the charismatic side has
been less aware that, actually, we are fully wanting to jump
in the river.”

Andrew and Norine Brunson told Charisma about seven prophetic
moments that shaped this international incident behind the



scenes.

Harvest Preparations

In  high  school,  Andrew  explained  to  his  teacher,  Peter
Mehegan, that he couldn’t find any consistency in his walk
with the Lord. Mehegan—who was charismatic—said he needed to
be filled with the Spirit. With Andrew’s permission, Mehegan
anointed him with oil and prayed for the Holy Spirit to fill
him. Andrew says he’s never been the same since.

He met Norine while attending Wheaton College. They married
and  then  in  1993  partnered  with  the  Associate  Reformed
Presbyterian Church to serve as missionaries in Turkey. Two
thousand years ago, Paul and the apostles planted churches
across Turkey. All seven churches mentioned in Revelation are
located in Turkey, and Antioch and Constantinople were central
hubs for the early church. Yet today, in a country of 83
million  people,  only  seven-tenths  of  1%  are  Christian,
according to the Joshua Project. And while some historically
Christian ethnic groups exist in Turkey, nearly 100% of ethnic
Turks are Muslims.

“When we went to Turkey, Turkey was the largest unevangelized
country in the world,” Andrew says. “Most cities did not have
a church. People said there were 1,000 to 1,500 believers from
a Muslim background in the country.”

Andrew  says  many  Muslim  countries  harbor  suspicion  toward
Christians, and Turkey is no exception.

“Turkey obviously has a long history of conquest,” he says.
“They were the head of the Ottoman Empire, and the Ottoman
Empire was the head of Islam. They conquered many lands and
imposed Islam. Now, of course, they say there was a lot of
freedom for Christians in that. But the fact is that wherever
Turkey went and conquered, Christianity was suffocated over
time. … [Christians] are looked down on, seen with suspicion
and are very much second-class citizens. Many of them have



fled the country.”

Hostility toward Christians has intensified in the last few
years  under  current  President  Recep  Tayyip  Erdogan,  who
founded the pro-Islamist Justice and Development Party. Andrew
says hate speech against Christians has risen significantly,
much of it related to his case.

“In contrast to what they call ‘hate speech’ in the U.S.,
which  often  is  more  on  the  level  of  micro-aggressions,
[Turkish] hate speech has actually led to violence in the
past—killings and things like that,” Andrew says. “I think the
environment has been created in Turkey now so that when there
is  violence  against  the  church,  or  when  there  is
persecution—and it will happen—the majority of the Turkish
population  has  now  been  conditioned  to  say,  ‘Well,  they
deserve it. It’s OK.'”

For the first few years, the Brunsons focused on learning the
language  and  culture.  They  attended  a  Turkish  university.
Later, Andrew briefly taught at a small Bible school before it
was closed down. In 2001, they began church planting. Though
many media outlets have characterized Andrew as “a pastor of a
small church of about 15 or 20 people for 20 years,” he says
that’s not totally accurate. From 2001 to 2016, Norine and
Andrew  were  involved  in  six  church  plants  with  various
teammates. They also started a house of prayer and conducted
some training programs for local believers. Everything was
small and fragile, but there was a lot happening.

In 2007, the Brunsons saw Bill Johnson at a conference in
Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  Andrew  recalls  Johnson  saying:
“When you’re at a conference like this, there are waves of the
Holy Spirit that people can ride. Maybe when you pray for
someone,  they’ll  be  healed,  because  faith  is  at  a  higher
level, or maybe you can more easily hear from God and pass
that on to someone. More happens because you can ride the wave
of the Holy Spirit. Spiritual authority is what it takes to



start the wave.”

“That really stuck in me, because I thought, I’m working in a
place where there are not any waves,” Andrew says. “There
aren’t any people who are starting those waves. … So I began
to pray, better than I knew. I said, Father, draw me so close
to Your heart that You will be able to trust me with the
authority required to start waves. … We started going after
His presence, after intimacy, and that became our main value.”

In 2009, they attended Randy Clark’s first Europe-based School
of Healing. While there, Andrew asked God to give him a word
of knowledge for healing. “Prepare for harvest” came into his
mind instead. After initial resistance, that word got planted
in his heart, and he began to believe for it.

Andrew and Norine began working hard in Turkey to prepare for
the coming harvest. In 2014, the Brunsons began working with
Syrian refugees fleeing the war. Andrew led a team that worked
on  the  Turkey-Syria  border  and  another  in  Izmir,  where  a
refugee church began.

By now, Norine says, Andrew’s 2009 prophetic word “about a
spiritual harvest coming to Turkey has gone deeper and deeper
into our hearts. So deep that I just don’t question it. It’s a
matter of when. It’s a matter of what it will look like. But
it’s not a matter of if. There is going to be [harvest] in
Turkey. But Satan wanted to abort this. He wanted to stop it.”

Going Home?

A  few  days  before  his  arrest,  Andrew  says  he  received  a
confusing word from the Lord: “It’s time to come home.”

“I thought I was home already,” Andrew says. “I had lived in
Turkey for 23 years, and we were planning on being there for
the rest of our lives. … I expected to see the harvest with my
own eyes. I had words related to that. I thought, Lord, are
you telling me you’re going to take me home to heaven now? Are



you cutting short my ministry? Have I done something wrong? I
was very discomfited.”

So when Andrew and Norine were arrested by Turkish officials
on Oct. 7, 2016, Andrew remembered the prophetic word and
connected it to the officials’ threats of deportation. He
determined  God  had  been  warning  him  in  advance  of  this
predicament and that, through it, He was assuring the Brunsons
He was actually in this.

“Early  on,  we  had  the  sense  that  this  was  not  a  normal
deportation,” Norine says. “In fact, I think there was some
pretty high spiritual warfare going on.”

After  13  days,  Norine  was  suddenly  released  with  no
explanation. She resisted the guards who tried to escort her
out; the night before, Andrew had confided in her that he was
afraid of being alone. She did not want to leave him. But the
guard told her that her release was a good sign—and that
Andrew would likely be released next.

Once freed, Norine called each of her three children to let
them know what had happened, and then phoned the American
Embassy. She says she spent the entire night on the phone.

Meanwhile, the longer Andrew stayed in prison, the longer he
began to question his original interpretation of the prophetic
word.

“I was pretty upset at God,” he admits. “I thought, Didn’t you
say, ‘It’s time to come home?’ A normal person would take that
to mean that there’s some sense of immediacy. … This isn’t
something I can obey. I’m locked up. It’s not a matter of
cooperation with the word. It’s completely up to You.”

So why wasn’t God doing anything?

That question would haunt Andrew for the next two years.

The Cloud of Witnesses



After  Andrew’s  imprisonment,  Norine  solicited  help  from
outside  sources.  She  reached  out  to  advocacy  groups  but
received  conflicting  advice:  Some  recommended  going  public
with Andrew’s arrest, while others suggested working quietly
behind  the  scenes.  Norine—who  had  never  dealt  with
international diplomacy and advocacy before—was understandably
overwhelmed.

On top of that, her own visa was in question. Prior to the
arrests,  Andrew  and  Norine  had  applied  for  a  long-term
residence  permit.  But  she  was  led  to  believe  her  arrest
occurred because the government was deporting her. Her release
did little to clarify the situation, and she could not get
clear  answers  from  any  officials  regarding  whether  her
residence permit had been canceled. For all Norine knew, at
any moment, she could be forced to leave the country—and leave
Andrew all alone. Even after she secured a temporary permit to
stay, some Christian leaders encouraged her to leave Turkey
for her own safety.

“I said, ‘OK, Lord, if I should leave, then you need to tell
me so clearly in a way that I cannot dispute,'” Norine says.
“‘I need an angel in front of me—something clear—otherwise
I’ll stay.’ So I determined to stay and do what I could. It
meant  that  I  was  more  behind-the-scenes,  and  not  doing
interviews and things like that.”

Instead, the Brunsons’ daughter, Jacqueline Furnari, became
“the face of the family,” according to Norine, doing media
interviews.  In  November  2017,  she  testified  before  the
Helsinki Commission that her father had already missed her
wedding and would miss her graduation that December if swift
action was not taken. Norine would also miss both milestones,
due to concerns that if she left she would not be allowed to
reenter.

“In February, I got married,” Furnari said. “We didn’t want to
get married without my parents present, but because my husband



is in the military, we could not postpone it. We had received
my father’s blessing, but we felt so terrible about getting
married while he was imprisoned. Neither of my parents was
present when I got married. I will never get that moment back.

“For those of you who are fathers to daughters, I’m sure you
would want to walk your daughter down the aisle. My father
didn’t get that. I didn’t get that. My husband and I decided
to have a civil ceremony and to postpone our wedding ceremony
until my father is home. I’m still waiting for my wedding. I’m
still waiting to wear the wedding dress that I got almost a
year and a half ago. I’m still waiting for my dad to walk me
down the aisle. I’m still waiting for that father-daughter
dance.”

Another man at the church began pastoring and co-leading the
church with Norine during this time, which freed her up to
focus on Andrew’s plight and visiting him in prison. Andrew’s
moods  swung  dramatically,  and  he  battled  deep  depression
during his imprisonment. Norine urged other believers to pray
for Andrew.

“Shortly after Andrew was arrested [and] was still in the
detention center, there was something that came to me also:
that God was raising up a cloud of witnesses,” Norine says.

Soon, Andrew’s story became known to believers around the
world—thanks to the work of organizations like the American
Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ). Through visits with Norine,
Andrew became gradually more aware of how many people were
interceding for him.

“What I have been told is that this was an unprecedented
prayer movement focused on one person,” Andrew says. “Timothy
George from Beeson Divinity School is a church historian. He
said that the last time there’s been something like this was
in World War II for Martin Niemoller. … A number of people
have come up to me and said, ‘You know, I prayed for you. I’d



wake up in the middle of the night and pray for you.'”

Andrew was particularly encouraged by news that the Chinese
underground church had heard of his plight and was interceding
for him. He believes China will become a major mission force
in the coming decades, and because of that, he had long wanted
to reach the Chinese to call them to Turkey.

“After my imprisonment, one of the house church networks in
China  printed  up  a  million  brochures  that  told  about  my
situation,” Andrew says. “A million brochures went out. Who
knows how many people saw them? More than a million, I would
assume. If I’d gone to China repeatedly again and again for
years, I never could have talked to that many people about
Turkey.”

Andrew began to consider that perhaps enabling this incredible
prayer movement was the entire point of his imprisonment.

“We  came  to  see  this  as  a  supernatural  prayer  movement,
something God was initiating and sustaining and causing to
spread,” Andrew says. “I began to see just the glimmers of a
faint outline of what I thought He was doing, at least in part
with my imprisonment—that my going to prison was actually part
of my assignment to prepare for harvest. Because this many
people have never prayed for Turkey. I thought, God is using
me as a magnet to draw prayer in for something much greater
than setting me free. He’s doing this to raise up an amazing
amount of prayer to pour into this land. And this prayer will
be a major key in accomplishing the harvest He has planned.“

The Dream of 68

In March 2017, Andrew had a dream in prison. In the dream, he
saw a piece of paper with his name and the number 68 written
next to it, and he understood the 68 to indicate the number of
days before his release.

“I’d already been burned about a couple of things,” Andrew



says. “So I held it lightly, but I counted out the days, and
68 days later would be May 22. And so I said, Is this possible
that on May 22 God will effect my release? It seems too good
to be true that He’d give me something that exact.”

On May 16, President Trump invited Erdogan to visit the White
House.  During  that  summit,  Trump  inquired  about  Andrew’s
imprisonment and asked for his release three times.

Norine received a phone call on May 22: The two governments
agreed to his release—exactly as Andrew’s dream had predicted.
The Brunsons would be sent back to the U.S. She needed to pack
their bags and be ready to go at a moment’s notice.

But on Tuesday, May 23, Norine woke up with a song stuck in
her head: “I Surrender All.” (She says God frequently speaks
to her through music and lyrics stuck in her head when she
first wakes up.) She didn’t understand why God gave her this
song, but she said, “OK, Lord. I don’t know what you’re asking
me to surrender, but I will surrender it.”

On May 24, the Turkish government pulled out of the agreement.
Andrew would remain in prison.

“That really threw me,” Andrew says. “I was like, Well, God,
obviously  I  didn’t  mishear.  You  can’t  mishear  a  dream.
Obviously this dream wasn’t false. It was true. So now I knew
that God had orchestrated events and moved two governments in
exactly the way he had foretold. But I was still in prison. So
what happened?”

Over the next 17 months, Andrew and Norine would experience
moments similar to this, in which release was promised to be
imminent and then ripped away. A number of times Norine woke
up with “I Surrender All” playing on repeat in her head before
one of these reversals. Andrew’s faith in the prophetic was
severely  tested  during  this  season.  With  hindsight,  he
believes he may now understand what God was doing.



“Basically, what He was saying is, ‘I can take you out of
prison  right  now—but  if  you’re  willing  to  stay  [and
surrender], then I can accomplish something that’s greater,'”
Andrew says. “Now, I wish He’d said that to me directly.
Because then that would have made it very clear. Instead, it
was very confusing.”

The Stillborn

Soon,  it  became  apparent  to  Andrew  and  Norine  that  the
struggle to get Andrew freed wasn’t primarily about Andrew at
all.  In  2016,  during  Norine’s  last  night  in  prison,  she
received a prophetic image of a stillborn baby in the womb.
She  believed  the  baby  symbolized  the  harvest  coming  to
Turkey—and that the devil wanted to kill it before it could
ever be born. Months later, Andrew had a related dream from
prison. He told Norine during one of her visits.

“In that dream, I was pregnant and I suddenly gave birth to a
live baby, and Andrew helped deliver it,” Norine says. “But it
was a live baby—that was the important part. … Satan wants to
keep these people in darkness and in bondage, but God has
something really amazing planned for them.”

Andrew believes his imprisonment, at least initially, was a
spiritual attack from the enemy. But what Satan intended for
evil, God used for good.

“We saw God as a grandmaster chess player,” Andrew says. “I
don’t  think  He  initiated  [my  arrest].  I  think  it  was  an
attack. The goal was to knock Norine and me out—which should
not  be  very  difficult  to  do—and  to  silence  our  voice  of
declaring again and again that harvest is coming.”

He adds, “The way that I have imagined this is at about 18
months into my imprisonment, Satan suddenly becomes aware of
what is happening. And he says, ‘Oh, no, God outmaneuvered me
again.'”



When believers around the world began praying—and the Turkish
leaders hardened their hearts and refused to free Andrew—the
Brunsons  interpret  that  as  physical  manifestations  of  an
intensifying spiritual conflict. Though the couple themselves
are the first to admit they are not all that significant,
their predicament embodied a larger spiritual battle for the
region.

“If you look at major battles in wars, I don’t think the two
sides ever decide, ‘Hey, let’s have a big turning-point battle
over  there,'”  Andrew  explains.  “It’s  more  that  a  battle
starts, and then both sides commit more resources, and it
keeps growing, and they commit more resources, until it has
become so big a battle with so many resources committed that
they realize, ‘OK, this is going to be a decisive turning
point.’ … I think this is what happened in my case. … It
started out small, where they were just wanting to knock us
out. And then it escalated and escalated until you now have
millions of God’s sons and daughters around the world praying
into one of the darkest spiritual strongholds in the world. I
don’t think Satan wanted this at all. If he had foreseen what
would happen, I don’t think he would have done it.”

Andrew believes God may have allowed the battle to go on even
longer in order to fulfill a greater spiritual purpose. He
says the country’s leaders, like Pharaoh with the ancient
Israelites, stubbornly opposed his release even when it no
longer made sense for them to do so.

“Half of the time [Pharaoh] hardened his own heart, and half
of the time God helped him harden his heart,” Andrew says. “I
think there were times when there was a clear exit for me, and
it then closed. I think God was involved in that. I’m not
saying God kept me in prison. I don’t think He does evil to
us, or that He’s the cause of our problems for the most part.
I think He allowed the other side to do what they wanted to
within certain parameters, and did not intervene when He could
have for me. … But it was a huge spiritual battle going on. I



think this is one of the reasons why I had such a difficult
time  and  broke  so  badly  in  prison—because  it  was  a  very
intense battle, and the stakes were very high.”

The Lockbox

Millions worldwide may have been praying for Andrew, but after
a year in prison, Andrew felt further from God’s presence than
ever. The man who had devoted the better part of a decade to
chasing after God’s presence now felt alone. The Lord was
silent, or when He did speak, His prophecies came true—only to
fall just short of rescuing him from prison.

“I very much questioned God’s faithfulness and His goodness
and His personal love for me,” Andrew says. “It was easy to
find many verses about God’s general love for His people. But
how about me, Andrew? Specifically me? The truth is, God does
sacrifice  many  of  His  children,  because  He  thinks  of  it
differently than we do. There are many of His children who
suffer and many who are martyred that no one ever knows about.
[They] go through horrible things. And God just looks at the
death of His children differently than we look at it, because
He’s very much looking at it through the eyes of eternity—of
reward and what is accomplished.”

Andrew remembered the words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18:
“Our light affliction, which lasts but for a moment, works for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we
do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things
which  are  not  seen.  For  the  things  which  are  seen  are
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

But Andrew could not relate to Paul.

“My afflictions seemed very heavy to me,” he says. “Paul had
seen the glorified Jesus. He had visited heaven. Of course he
saw  things  differently.  I  was  sure  if  I  had  a  similar
experience, my perspective would change entirely, and I would
have a deep fear of God that would make me willing to suffer



for Him. I would see things with the eyes of eternity.”

Andrew begged God for an encounter.

But that encounter never came.

“When I was put in prison, [I experienced] the total silence
of God,” he says. “I was really shocked by it. I did not have
a sense of God’s presence throughout my time in prison. And
after this had been my main value—what I ran after for years—I
felt like, You’ve abandoned me. How could You do this to Your
son? … I said, ‘Are You just the God of conferences? Where are
You in my darkest time, when I really need Your presence?'”

He could not turn to his Muslim cellmates with his doubts.
There were no other Christians to console him, beyond visits
by  his  wife.  He  would  sometimes  receive  letters  from
Christians who encouraged him to “trust God.” Even today, he
bristles at that phrase.

“People would write to me and say, ‘Just trust God,'” Andrew
says.  “I  know  when  they  say  that,  they’re  really  saying,
‘Trust the person. He is trustworthy.’ But usually we link it
to an outcome. We’re trusting Him for something. What am I
supposed to trust God for? For many of the people who are
writing, what they really mean is, ‘Trust Him that He’s going
to save you.’ But there are no guarantees that God’s going to
get me out of prison. There are no guarantees when it comes to
suffering or persecution. This is where it really hit me hard,
like a sudden realization.

“Especially for charismatics, you have all these Old Testament
promises  of  provision,  health  and  protection,  if  you’re
following  God:  ‘If  you  do  these  things,  If  you  keep  My
covenant,  then  I  will  supply  all  your  needs,  and  I  will
protect you from all your enemies. You will be healthy and
have none of the diseases the other nations have.’ Then you
get to the New Testament. And Jesus, in some ways, seems to
renew those things, where He says, ‘Don’t worry about housing



or anything. Don’t worry about what you’re going to eat. Your
Father in heaven is taking care of those things.’ And of
course Jesus healed everybody who comes to Him.

“Then  what  He  tells  His  disciples  is,  ‘If  you  keep  My
covenant, then people are going to hate you and persecute
you.’ So it’s a real flip of the Old Testament. In the Old
Testament,  ‘If  you  obey  me,  you’re  going  to  be  blessed
materially’—you could say—and the New Testament says, ‘If you
obey  me,  the  nations  will  hate  you.’  Now,  obviously,  not
everyone is hated all the time. But the point is, Jesus really
flips it around.”

Andrew wrestled with that apparent contradiction in prison—and
he has since come to a fascinating conclusion.

“When it comes to persecution, what I would suggest is that
all of those words about provision, protection and healing are
suspended,” he says. “I think it is naive—and actually the
wrong way of thinking—to go into a persecution context and
think, I have the promises of God that He’s going to provide
for me. Well, Jesus also said that you could lose everything.
Paul says he went hungry and was naked and had pain. He also
had provision. So the point is that there are not guarantees
when it comes to persecution. I looked for a verse, [like]
‘What can I hang on to that God’s going to save me from
prison?’ But there is no verse that says He will save me from
prison.”

So  Andrew  says  the  question  of  “trusting  in  God”  is  a
difficult one—because he’s not certain he did. He understands
that  may  sound  very  shocking  and  wrong,  particularly  to
American believers.

“I can’t trust Him that He’s going to get me out of prison,”
Andrew says. “I can’t trust Him that He will return me to my
family. I can’t trust Him that I won’t die in prison. The
outcomes I can trust are all pushed off into the future, for



eternity. He says nothing can separate me from His love. He
says He’ll work all things together for good for those who
love Him. But what is that good? It may not be a good I see in
my lifetime. I may have to suffer, and others will receive the
benefit of it, and I will receive a great reward in heaven,
which will be an amazing thing to carry for billions and
trillions of years. … I moved away from thinking in terms of
trust  to  thinking  in  terms  of  loyalty  and  endurance  and
faithfulness. Am I going to be faithful? Am I going to endure
and  persevere?  Am  I  going  to  betray  God  when  I  feel
betrayed—or  am  I  going  to  be  loyal  to  Him?”

As he read the Bible in prison, he became aware of how many
verses emphasized enduring to the end. This scared Andrew; he
was not sure he could. Eventually, Andrew repented of the
accusations He had made against God’s character and chose,
instead, to “stand in the dark.” He would be faithful even if
he felt God had not been faithful to him. He relinquished the
idea that he needed the sense of God’s presence and decided
that what was most important was a “basic devotion to God.” He
would hold onto God’s hand like a small child clinging to his
Father.  He  would  endure  without  understanding,  without
prophecy, without fellowship.

“I  came  to  the  point  where  I  imagined  a  lockbox,  and  I
intentionally took my doubts and questions, and I put them in
the box,” Andrew says. “I closed the door to it and turned the
lock. I imagined a digital lock as well, with handprints, and
I’d say, ‘My palmprint is going on here. I can open it. The
only other person who is able to open it is God.’ I said,
‘God, I make the decision that I will not open this box. … If
you want to bring them up and open this box, You can do it.
Otherwise, I will not. I do not need to have the answers to
have  a  relationship  with  You—and  I’m  fighting  for  my
relationship with You.’ So whenever those doubts or questions
would return, I would say, ‘No, you’re locked away. I will not
think about it.'”



The Captives Released

Early in Andrew’s imprisonment, Norine asked Catch the Fire
Toronto’s John Arnott if he could ask prophetic individuals he
trusted whether they had a word to share. She asked him not to
tell the prophets who the word was for, in order to keep it
“pure” and avoid any bias.

Arnott reached out to his contacts, and a man named David
Wagner replied. He told John, “On Sunday afternoon, I had a
vision of a golden jailer’s key during my meeting, and I heard
the Lord say, ‘I’m going to cause the sound of praise, a
concert of prayer and the winds of worship to open up prison
doors. The Josephs are about to be released, the Pauls are
about to be released, the Silases are about to be released
from their prisons. Fear cannot withstand the power of perfect
love. Get ready for an early release, and I AM redeeming the
time.'”

Norine was encouraged by Wagner’s prophecy, but she was also
confused by it. Andrew was just one man, but the prophecy
indicated that many people would be released from prison. She
says the prophecy began to make more sense to her after she
saw  the  Trump  administration  prioritize  freeing  persecuted
Christians around the world.

Andrew  says  he  is  still  grateful  for  the  work  done  by
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Ambassador-at-Large Sam
Brownback to free him. And Norine says Vice President Mike
Pence  somehow  became  aware  of  their  situation  very  early
on—even before his inauguration—and remained a champion for
Brunson’s release. On Oct. 15, 2018, Pence wrote on Twitter,
“Pastor Andrew Brunson is an innocent man held in Turkey &
justice demands that he be released.”

Meanwhile,  the  political  situation  in  Turkey  continued  to
worsen. The Brunsons officially made their story public in the
media in December 2016—a move that netted them disdain from



local Turkish-language media.

“I was called a military spy,” Andrew says. “They said I hated
Turks, and I wanted to cut their heads off. They said I was
leading a group of American Special Forces officers who were
there to undermine Turkey and try to split the country up,
cause division and basically do away with the Turkish state
and set up a Christian state by force. … Most of the media in
Turkey—over 90% of it—is controlled by the current government.
This was a government-driven propaganda campaign, using me as
a focal point, but I wasn’t the only target. By painting me as
a traitor and enemy of the Turks, they were painting all
Christians in that light, because I’m a leader in the church.”

Yet  slowly  but  surely,  progress  was  made  toward  freeing
Andrew.  Citing  health  concerns,  officials  moved  him  from
prison to house arrest in July 2018. And after a diplomatic
battle between the U.S. and Turkey—in which the U.S. imposed
sanctions  on  Turkey,  which  was  already  dealing  with  an
economic  crisis—Erdogan  relented.  On  Friday,  Oct.  12,  a
Turkish judge sentenced Andrew to three years, one month and
15 days in prison for espionage and aiding terrorism, but
ruled he could be released for time served and leave the
country immediately.

No one was more surprised by this ruling than Andrew.

“It was very surreal, and I felt very detached,” Andrew says.
“I’m standing in the courtroom, and it has become clear that
I’m going to be convicted and given a prison sentence, and I
expect that I’m going to be sent back to prison. And then
suddenly, they do convict me, and they do say, ‘OK, you have a
prison sentence.’ … And then suddenly they’re saying, ‘OK,
you’re free to go now.’ I was very shocked. What does this
mean? I thought I was going to prison, and instead, they said
they’re releasing me for time served and they’ve removed the
travel ban.”



Within 24 hours, Andrew and Norine had been flown back to the
United States and were speaking in front of reporters at a
press conference in the Oval Office, at Trump’s invitation.
During that meeting at the White House, Andrew laid hands on
Trump and prayed for him: “Lord God, I ask that You pour out
Your Holy Spirit on President Trump. Give him supernatural
wisdom to accomplish all the plans you have for this country.”

Andrew says the experience felt almost unreal.

“[One day,] I’m standing in a court being convicted as a
terrorist,” he says. “A day later, I’m standing in the White
House, in the Oval Office. It’s just an amazing Joseph-type
thing, from conviction to White House.”

A New Urgency

For months, Andrew admits he felt like an observer in his own
body: “Stuff is happening to Andrew Brunson, and I’m observing
what happens to him. But it’s not really me. It’s like it’s
happening with someone else. … I’m happy for what’s happening,
but I don’t feel like I’m fully entering into it.”

When  he  was  evaluated  for  PTSD  by  a  State  Department
psychiatrist  shortly  after  returning  to  the  U.S.,  he  was
assured that this kind of detachment is normal for trauma
victims. He’s also comforted that as time has passed—it’s been
just over a year since his release—he has felt more like
himself, and the sense of detachment has gone. In February
2019, Andrew was able to finally walk his daughter down the
aisle for her wedding. The ceremony, held in the mountains of
North  Carolina,  happened  just  one  day  shy  of  her  second
anniversary.

But as Andrew’s feelings have returned, a new urgency has
gripped his heart for the church in America.

“My  focus  has  always  been  overseas,  and  especially  on
Muslims,”  Andrew  says.  “But  since  I’ve  come  back  to  the



States, I just have an urgency for the American church, and
especially for the next generation. I believe it’s going to
become much more difficult to stand for truth, to stand for
what God stands for, and to stand openly for Jesus. … So I
want to challenge young people to start running after God.
Cultivate fear of God—the right view of God. Go after intimacy
with  Him,  because  a  lover  is  willing  to  suffer  for  His
beloved. If you love someone, you’re willing to sacrifice
yourself for them. So if you cultivate that love for Jesus,
then you’ll be willing to stand for Him even if it costs you.”

To  everyone  who  prayed  and  interceded  for  their  release,
Andrew and Norine extend their thanks—and ask them not to stop
praying yet. A decisive battle may have been won in Turkey,
but that is not the end of the spiritual war. It continues for
Turkey and the region.

“I rode a wave of prayer out of Turkey, but a tsunami of
prayer crashed into Turkey,” Andrew says. “We will see the
results over the next years. It’s not finished yet. The full
result isn’t my being released; that was accomplished by the
prayer of God’s people. But there’s going to be much more that
happens because of this prayer movement. We’re already seeing
it in Turkey. In the last year, I’ve had reports of many more
people  than  ever  before  coming  into  these  small  Turkish
churches, saying ‘I don’t want to be a Muslim anymore.'”

The Brunsons still believe a harvest is coming. And they will
be ready when it does.

READ MORE: If you liked this story, you can read more about
the persecuted church at .

Taylor Berglund is the associate editor of Charisma magazine
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the Holy Spirit is doing in the lives of believers around the
world. If you are thirsty for more of God’s presence and His
Holy  Spirit,  subscribe  to  CHARISMA  and  join  a  family  of
believers that choose to live life in the Spirit. CLICK HERE
for a special offer.

Does Your Pastor Carry This
Sign of a False Prophet?
Pastor Shane Idleman says failing to teach on the totality of
God—and only preaching the joyful topics but not the difficult
ones—is one of the signs of a false prophet. In a video posted
Monday, Idleman preaches out of Jeremiah 23.

“Actually, one of the signs of a false prophet, believe it or
not, in the Old Testament was to tell people, ‘Peace, peace,’
when  there  is  no  peace,”  Idleman  says.  “Read  Jeremiah  23
tonight. … How can I preach on heaven but not hell? How can I
preach on the love of God but not the holiness of God? See,
it’s all of God. The attributes of God in His totality. We
love to cherry-pick, but it’s the hard truths and getting hit
with the hammer of God that we really change. I haven’t met
too many people that do not change unless they are lovingly
confronted and convicted. Something often has to rattle our
cage. I believe that we must bring back the hidden truth of
repentance.”

Click above to watch the full video.

https://mycharisma.com/spiritled-living/does-your-pastor-carry-this-sign-of-a-false-prophet/
https://mycharisma.com/spiritled-living/does-your-pastor-carry-this-sign-of-a-false-prophet/


Defeat  the  Devil’s
Disappointment,  Bitterness
With This Prayer
Ryan LeStrange says it is time for the body of Christ to
finish  2020  strong—and  that  means  reckoning  with  those
prophetic words for 2019 that have not yet been fulfilled. He
says to finish strong with a “fourth quarter press” and not to
let disappointment at what has not yet been fulfilled turn
into despair.

“The  devil  uses  disappointment  to  get  people  to  quit,”
LeStrange  says.  “He  uses  disappointment  to  get  a  root  of
bitterness. And sometimes as we’re exiting one season and
entering the next season, we’ve got to be intentional to say
‘I’m going to selah. I’m going to pause here. I’m going to
meditate on these things. And I’m going to make a conscious
decision to bring this disappointment before the Lord and say,
“Lord, I give this totally to you. I’m not carrying this into
my next year.”‘”

Watch the full video here.

https://mycharisma.com/spiritled-living/defeat-the-devil-s-disappointment-bitterness-with-this-prayer/
https://mycharisma.com/spiritled-living/defeat-the-devil-s-disappointment-bitterness-with-this-prayer/
https://mycharisma.com/spiritled-living/defeat-the-devil-s-disappointment-bitterness-with-this-prayer/

