
WATCH: Todd White Talks With
Man Resurrected From the Dead
After  Horrific  Zipline
Accident
Read Time: 2 Minutes, 27 Seconds

Because God had resurrected him from the dead, James wasn’t
about to resign himself to a life as a quadriplegic. He knew
his God was much, much bigger than that.

After a zipline accident in June left him clinically dead for
a few minutes, James, from Little Rock, Arkansas, was revived,
but doctors diagnosed him as a quadriplegic and told him he
would never walk again. But James, who already had the faith
of a mustard seed, says he refused to believe that report and
chose instead to hang onto God’s promises for his healing.

He had seen “thousands” of others healed after praying for
him, so why not him?

Soon after, James began to move his arms, and then his legs.
It was then he knew that his faith wasn’t wasted and his
standing on the Word of God was not vain. He began to walk
again, just like he had prior to the accident.

“I fell off a zipline, and I was actually dead,” James said
recently in a video that featured evangelist Todd White. “I
died for around 10 or 15 minutes and was resurrected from the
dead. The doctors said, ‘well, he’s back, but this is one of
those Chris Reeve Superman accidents, so quadriplegia was the
diagnosis. That meant that nothing below my neck may have ever
worked again.

“I told the doctors, you don’t know Jesus. Todd (White) came,
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he and his crew, and they prayed. When man doesn’t have a way,
God has a way, and I am so thankful. God’s promises are true.
I just praise God for people who walk in it and believe in it.
It’s not based on what you see, but on the truth.”

James’ pastor had told White previously of the effect James
was having on people, laying hands on them and praying for
them, and seeing them healed. James’ tireless efforts as an
evangelist himself were not wasted.

“In June, we were asked to come to the hospital here in Little
Rock and pray for this guy who had fallen from a zipline,”
White says. “We were told he would possibly be a quadriplegic,
abut we were believing for God’s healing. I’m telling you,
Jesus is so amazing.

“We were there that day and he (James) couldn’t move. He was
in a hospital bed hooked up to a lot of tubes. He shared his
heart a little bit and we prayed for him. My whole team was
there.  The  doctor’s  report  was  bad,  bad,  bad.  But  Jesus’
report was that he wouldn’t become a quadriplegic. Here he is,
four months later, and Jesus made this guy whole.”

Fully recovered, James is now back out into the world to do
ministry  as  God  has  called  him,  preaching  the  gospel  and
laying hands on the sick and afflicted.

“Jesus loves us so much, so never give up,” James says. “I’ve
seen thousands of healings, and kinds of incredible stuff.
Seeing the love of God touch people, like he did me, is so
amazing. I am so grateful and I praise God forever for what he
has done for me and is doing for others.” {eoa}
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Why  Christians  Could  Be  a
Minority Group in America by
2070
Read Time: 3 Minutes 4 Seconds

Pew  Research  Center  projects  that  Christians  will  be  a
minority group in America by 2070, and there is one major
factor  that  is  contributing  to  that  statement:  shifting
cultural values.

Theology and sociology professor Stephen Bullivant told Grid
news recently that young adults are spearheading a mass exodus
from the church as a kind of “cultural whiplash” from religion
to secularism. Bullivant said this trend has hit the United
States much faster than it has in other parts of the world.

“Each person has a complex story, and we need to recognize the
personal journey,” Bullivant, who recently wrote a book titled
“Noverts: The Making of Ex-Christian America,” told Grid.

Bullivant is a practicing Catholic who teaches at St. Mary’s
University  in  London  and  the  University  of  Notre  Dame  in
Sydney, Australia.

Pew Research points out that, since the 1990s, large numbers
of Americans have left Christianity to join the growing ranks
of  U.S.  adults  who  describe  their  religious  identity  as
atheist, agnostic or “nothing in particular.”

This  accelerating  trend  is  reshaping  the  U.S.  religious
landscape, and it gives a bleak glimpse into the future of
what religion in America will look like 50 years from now.
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The  Pew  Research  Center  has  published  several  intriguing
hypothetical  scenarios  describing  how  the  U.S.  religious
landscape might change over the next half century.

The  report  estimates  that,  in  2020,  64%  of  Americans,
including children, were Christian. People who are religiously
unaffiliated, sometimes called “religious none’s,” accounted
for 30% of the U.S. population. All other religions—including
Jews, Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists—total about 6%.

By 2021, Pew reports, 42% of young adults, compared with 29%
of all adults, weren’t religiously affiliated. Bullivant says
that the largest demographic of what sociologists are labeling
as “nonverts”—people who are ditching Christianity—will raise
their children as “none’s.”

Bullivant  says  a  tiny  percentage  of  “noverts”  return  to
religion while none’s rarely embrace religion at any point of
their lives.

“When people do nonvert, they tend to do it in their early to
mid-20s,” Bullivant said.

So, why is this happening now? Bullivant says you can’t simply
blame shifting political views.

Bullivant told Grid news that there are three reasons for the
mass exodus that began in 20th century culture: the Cold War,
9/11 and the Internet.

“The generation born after the height of the Cold War—in the
early  to  mid  1980s—didn’t  grow  up  with  propaganda  and
blacklist fears,” Bullivant said from a secular point of view.
“So, there is a safe space for the idea of a nonreligious life
to open up.

“When 9/11 happened, then you have the new atheism with many
prominent people coming out publicly questioning faith in a
higher being. They opened up a nonreligious space. And, of



course, the Internet.”

The  Internet  brought  about  a  major  shift  in  cultural  in
cultural values, giving anyone access to people who questioned
their faith. Bullivant said he saw this particularly when
interviewing ex-Mormons and ex-evangelicals.

“If you’re raised in small-town Texas or Idaho and everyone
you know is some kind of Christian, you’re kind of in a
bubble,” Bullivant said. “And then with the Internet, you
start getting support groups online with thousands of members,
and that helps erode those bubbles.”

There is only one thing that can stop this trend, and that’s a
Third Great Awakening, which many kingdom leaders believe is
coming to America very soon.

“The  mighty  God  is  creating  people  to  turn  the  tide  of
wickedness,” says evangelist Mario Murillo. “He doesn’t care
about your age or your education. He searches for someone who
is travailing over the evil, and who will die without power
and purpose. They want to be in the fight—and they want to be
in the thick of it.

“The Holy Spirit is energizing you to take a giant leap out of
dead  church  life.  You  are  about  to  make  a  courageous
declaration  of  war  on  the  godless  ideologies  that  are
destroying our nation. You and I will see a harvest of lost
souls. We will carry the gospel to those most victimized by
America’s leftist plunge.” {eoa}
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Violence  Against  Churches
Triples in 4 Years; Kingdom
Leader Says ‘Christians Must
Not Live in Fear’
Read Time: 3 Minutes 3 Seconds

Hostility against America’s churches has tripled in the last
four years, but Family Research President Tony Perkins says
Christians must not live in fear and should continue to stand
upon the truth of God in the face of hatred and violence.

The  Family  Research  Council  recently  released  an  82-page
report  detailing  the  criminal  acts  of  vandalism  and
destruction of church property, which has become symptomatic
of a collapse in societal reverence and respect for houses of
worship and religion—in this case, churches and Christianity.

Americans  apparently  have  become  increasingly  comfortable
lashing out against church buildings, which points to a larger
societal problem of marginalizing core Christian beliefs. Many
attacks can be attributed to emotions being stirred by hot-
button  political  issues  related  to  human  dignity  and
sexuality,  the  report  reveals.

“As a former commissioner and chairman of the U.S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), I’ve seen the
warning  signs  of  this  gathering  like  clouds  across  the
Atlantic,”  Perkins  says.  “As  the  mainstream  culture  moves
further  and  further  away  from  a  biblical  worldview,  I’ve
witnessed the hostility to moral truth creep closer to our
shores. The West, once the safe haven of free speech and
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religion, is turning cold to our religious foundations that
have helped us thrive.

“While it is good to see the Biden administration acknowledge
that these attacks are a problem, they must do more; the Biden
Department of Justice has so far largely ignored these growing
attacks on churches and that is creating an environment of
lawlessness around the country.

“Christians must not live in fear. We must not be intimidated;
we must continue to stand upon the truth of God and defending
the freedom of all to live out their faith free from the fear
that they will be subject to a violent attack.”

The report conveyed several trends including, but not limited
to:

A  total  of  420  acts  of  hostility  against  churches
occurred between Jan. 2018 and Sep. 2022 across 45 U.S.
states and Washington, D.C.
There were at least 57 pro-abortion acts of hostility
against churches from Jan. 2022 to Sep. 2022.
FRC documented 342 occurrences of vandalism, 58 arson
attacks or attempts, 12 gun-related incidents, 11 bomb
threats  and  19  other  incidences  (assault,  threats,
interruption  of  worship  services,  etc.).  Twenty
incidents  (%)  fell  into  more  than  one  category.
California had the most incidents, with 51. Texas had 33
incidents, New York 31 and Florida 23.
Violent or destructive incidences that interfere with an
individual’s lawful free exercise of religion at their
house  of  worship  present  a  significant  nationwide
challenge and must be condemned.

Arielle Del Turco, FRC’s Assistant Director of the Center for
Religious  Liberty  and  author  of  the  report,  said  of  the
report:

“The problem of acts of hostility against churches in the



United States is widespread and growing. This is not a trend
that should be shrugged off. When churches are targeted for
acts of destruction, arson or threatening messages, it has the
potential  to  be  intimidating—and  sometimes  that’s  the
intention.

“Within  the  past  few  years  especially,  outpourings  of
political anger have sometimes correlated with vandalism and
other acts against churches. When faced with such blatant
violence and disrespect against churches (and religion more
broadly),  our  response  must  be  to  condemn  these  acts  and
reaffirm the right of all people to worship and live out their
faith freely—including the freedom to live without fear that
they will be the next target of such an attack.”

The attacks show the comprehensive nature of anti-Christian
violence. Assaults occurred in 45 states and the nation’s
capital. Victimized congregations span the theological gamut
from evangelical, Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, mainline
Protestant,  non-denominational  churches  and  Seventh-Day
Adventist. Assailants targeted churches primarily attended by
white, black and Asian (specifically Korean and Taiwanese)
Christians, as well as multiethnic congregations.

Other churches around the world are experiencing the same
problems.  St.  Peter’s  Church  in  Bramshaw,  England,  for
example, has become the target of what the vicar of that
church suspects are satanists.

To read the full report, click here. {eoa}
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Was Jesus a Sinner, Just Like
the Rest of Us?
Read Time: 1 Minute 52 Seconds

Was Jesus a sinner, just like the rest of us? A new study
revealed that a large percentage of Gen Z adults think so.

A poll conducted by the American Bible Society (with 2,598
adult participants) in its “State of the Bible 2022” revealed
that 38% percent of Gen Z adults (ages 18-25) believe that
Jesus committed sins, just like other people.

But anyone who reads the Bible—and believes it to be the
inerrant Word of God—knows better.

“You know that He was revealed to take away our sins,
and in Him there is no sin” (1 John 3:5).
For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize
with our weaknesses, but One who was in every sense
tempted like we are, yet without sin.
For to this you were called, because Christ suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His
steps: “He committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His
mouth” (1 Peter 2:22).

And there are many, many more.

The study revealed that a large percentage of Gen Xers (37%)
also believe that Jesus was not sinless. Millennials (35%) and
baby boomers (35%) also incline to that way of thinking.

Twenty-six percent Americans aged 77 and older don’t believe
the biblical doctrine of a sinless Christ, and that group
proved  to  the  “most  likely  Bible  users  (58%)  of  any
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generation.

John Plake, director of ministry of intelligence at American
Bible Society and editor-in-chief of the “State of the Bible”
series, told the Christian Post that he is less concerned
about generational assumptions than the obvious frightening
statistic.

“I’m more concerned that we point people to the Word of God,”
Plake said. “We get them there, they’re going to find wisdom,
they’re going to find hope for their struggles, and if we can
help people deeply connect with the Bible, then doctrinal
challenges are going to work themselves out.

“This is not new to America. It’s not new to the 21st century.
In some ways, every culture in the world is against Christ.”

ABS’ “State of the Bible 2022” also revealed that there was an
unprecedented  drop  in  Bible  engagement  during  the  COVID
pandemic,  which  is  ironic  considering  many  people  stayed
inside their homes, for the most part, for months.

Plake told the Christian Post that much of that stems from
“social pressures liked to the pandemic.” {eoa}
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Congregants Find New Way to
Praise  Jesus  ‘Down  in  the
Dirt’
Read Time: 3 Minutes 11 Seconds

Three years ago, Chris Battle walked away from his pastoral
duties after three decades of leading Black Baptist churches
in Tennessee. Battle left, he told , because he wasn’t seeing
much of a connection among people, the unity in the body that
Jesus Christ died for.

Battle says he felt like people were turned off by sermons,
pitches for money and the “Sunday morning formality of all of
it.”

“I said to myself, ‘maybe we need to do church differently,'”
Battled says. “But what does that look like? I didn’t know
until I got to the garden.”

The garden Battle refers to is Battlefield Farm & Gardens in
East Knoxville, Tenn., a community garden on the property of
Tabernacle Baptist Church in Knoxville. It is an urban farm
with the mission of transforming the community’s relationship
to  land  and  food.  It  is  a  ministry  working  to  end  food
insecurity by partnering with community members to make fresh
food  accessible  and  to  cultivate  land-based  sovereignty
through  education,  workforce  development  and  direct
relationship  to  land,  their  website  states.

Members of Battlefield Farm & Gardens grow vegetables and sell
them at a farmer’s market. They also collect unsold produce
from  around  the  city  and  deliver  it  to  people  in  public
housing once a week.

So, what does this have to do with Jesus and with the kingdom?
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Battlefield Farm & Gardens has become a solid alternative for
those who have grown weary of the intricacies of traditional
church. With American Christianity experiencing an identity
crisis  as  church  attendance  continues  a  steep  decline,
Christian leaders are scrambling to experiment with new ways
to offer meaning in people’s lives. NPR reported that “most of
the  people  who  show  up  at  Battlefield  Gardens  on  Sunday
mornings say they are looking for a faith community, but are
burned out on traditional religion.”

On Sunday morning, Battle delivers a brief sermon on Jesus’
teachings, and members of the congregation talk about it.
Afterward, Battle’s “congregation” tends to the 50 raised beds
of kale and eggplant, string beans and squash, tomatoes and
greens, the chicken coop and the compost pile, NPR reported.

“People, when they come to the garden, they have conversations
with you,” Battle told NPR. But you tell ’em you’re a pastor,
the conversation changes. They hide their liquor. They quit
cussin.’ I mean, everything changes.

“But you tell ’em you’re a farmer, and they start telling you
what  color  their  thumb  is.  And  I’m  like,  wow.  Developing
relationships  with  people  in  the  garden.  And  it’s  not
happening in church. People are running away from the church.”

Kelly Sauskojus, a 27-year-old PhD candidate in English, told
NPR she’s a “refugee from fundamentalist churches.

“Generally I’m here because I want two things out of church,”
she says. “I want time to sit down, like we do on Sundays
sometimes, or around the fire and pray and center and figure
out what we’re about in the world.

“The  world  is  very  noisy.  Then,  I  want  a  church  to  get
[expletive] done with your community and for your community.”

While  Christian  leaders  watch  their  congregations  dwindle,
some  in  the  Knoxville  area  say  people  still  yearn  for



spirituality.

“Just because you leave organized religion doesn’t mean the
hunger to connect with the divine is going to cease,” says
Rev. Caroline Vogel, the associate rector and director of
Spiritus Knox, a center for spiritual learning and practice at
the Episcopal Church of the Ascension in Knoxville.

Since the pandemic, many have spurned assembling inside a
church building for watching live-streamed services on the
internet or on TV. Membership in houses of worship in 2021
fell below 50% for the first time since Gallup started its
authoritative religion survey, NPR reports.

In 2020—before the pandemic—only 47% of Americans belonged to
a  church.  NPR  reported  that  attendance  has  been  trending
downward  since  2000  because  young  people  are  rejecting
organized religion.

In  the  case  of  Battlefield  Farm,  this  “church”  offers  a
different kind of spiritual community where people can show up
for Bible lessons and dig in the dirt.

“We’re trying to create this community that people can learn
to  love  each  other  and  ultimately  love  other  people  and
transform this world. … through collard greens and okra,”
Battle told NPR. {eoa}
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