Beware of Yesterday’s
Anointing

I have given them the glory that you gave me. —-John 17:22

I was brought up in the Church of the Nazarene, a denomination
that was born in revival. There was an unusual anointing of
convicting power on that church in its early days. They had
what its founder, Phineas Bresee, called “the glory.”

What was that? It was the anointing-an anointing that
transcended their lack of education, money, refinement, and
prestige. The presence of God was at times so powerful it
seemed almost impossible for lost people to enter their
services without getting converted. People who came to laugh
and scoff ended up smitten and on their knees in tears before
God. The services were frequently characterized by shouts of
joy and people waving their handkerchiefs with inexpressible
happiness.

In his last days old Dr. Bresee would preach from church to
church one message: “Keep the glory down.” Why? He knew that
if they ever lost it they were finished.

If God had His way in our churches today, what would happen? I
don’'t know. I know how He has worked in the past. The trouble
is, our education, culture, and refinement stand in the way of
the Spirit having His own way.

When the anointing lifts and the glory fades away, there are
always those who sadly won’t admit to the withdrawal of the
Spirit. They continue trying to “work it up”-creating the
shouting and manifestations that become pale imitations.

Once this happens, the glory becomes yesterday’s anointing in
two ways. First, God may not necessarily want His glory to be
manifested in precisely the same way as it had been unveiled
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in a previous era. Yesterday’'s anointing was real enough, but
it was for yesterday. Second, those who “work it up” are
trying to keep yesterday’s anointing alive, and the flesh
becomes all too obvious. They are trying to relive what God
was doing yesterday but may not have chosen to do today.

Excerpted from The Anointing: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow
(Charisma House, 2003).

Father, Forgive Them

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing.” —Luke 23:34

Peace Is Better Than
Bitterness

Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be
holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. —Hebrews
12:14
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Fulfilling His Will in Our
Lives

Do what 1is right and good in the Lord’s sight, so that it may
go well with you. —-Deuteronomy 6:18

Finding Our Way Back to Him
to Move Forward

I love those who love me, and those who seek me find me.
—Proverbs 8:17

Seek His Face

My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, Lord, I will
seek. —Psalm 27:8

God Is for You, Not Against
You

Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the
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church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of
the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick
person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he
will be forgiven. —James 5:14-15

The Road to Repentance Leads
Back to His Presence

Then Hezekiah repented of the pride of his heart, as did the
people of Jerusalem; therefore the Lord’s wrath did not come
upon them during the days of Hezekiah. -2 Chronicles 32:26

Prayer as Worship

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. —Acts 2:42

Deal With the Foxes 1in Your
Life

Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the
vineyards, our vineyards that are in bloom. —-Song of Solomon
2:15
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