
Everything You Need to Know
About Angels
Though we shouldn’t worship angels, most Christians go to the
opposite extreme and give them no thought whatsoever. Watch
John Paul Jackson explain the importance of these heavenly
helpers in an episode from his Dreams and Mysteries series.

 

Should You Only Lay Hands on
Someone  for  Healing  When
You’re Led by the Spirit?
You want to see everyone you pray for healed, but should you
only pray for those whom the Holy Spirit leads you to? Watch
healing evangelist Randy Clark answer that question in this
video.

What Not to Wear—Another Look
at Modesty
Every  Christian  is  responsible  for  their  own  decision  to
objectify another human or treat them with respect. If you’re
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like  me,  you’ve  probably  heard  both  sides  of  the  modesty
debate—men versus women.

From a woman’s point of view, we’ve heard men are very visual
and it’s up to us Christian women to protect the minds of men
by the way we dress. We’ve been instructed to wear clothes in
a way that covers a lot of skin and respects our body as a
temple of the Holy Spirit. We’ve been told our curves have the
power to make our brothers stumble so it’s our responsibility
to cover them up. Many times it’s been presented as if our
choice  of  clothing  will  help  keep  men  on  the  path  of
righteousness.

It’s no wonder Christian women are confused when you look at
the mixed message the church has been sending them: “Look
attractive … but not too attractive! Dress modestly … but
fashionably! Look good … but not too good!” Women (especially
young, impressionable ones) can be left feeling ashamed of
their bodies as they try to meet these vague, ever-changing
ideals.

From a man’s point of view, we’ve heard the burden of looking
away  falls  to  the  man.  In  other  words,  temptation  is
everywhere, but with God’s help it’s not impossible to resist.
It  takes  humble  recognition  of  male  weakness  and  real
determination to think about the female body the way God does.
But  it  does  require  vigilance,  obedience  and  occasional
confession and repentance. Meanwhile, men have also been told
that they need to dress modestly too, in ways that won’t make
women stumble!

So which of these viewpoints is right?

Lust vs. Attraction

I think both are right. To put the responsibility heavily on
one or the other gender is burdensome and incorrect.

God made men and women for each other. It’s natural for them



to be attracted to one another. Attraction between the sexes
is a normal biological response.

But lust is an entirely different matter. It’s a product of
the enemy, a perversion of what God created. Lust obsesses on
natural, God-given attraction until it turns into a sense of
ownership or a drive to conquer.

In Matthew 5:28, when Jesus said, “Whoever looks at a woman to
lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his
heart” (NKJV), He used the same word we find in the Ten
Commandments that refers to a person who covets his neighbor’s
property. Lust takes attraction and perverts it into coveting,
as though a woman’s body was a piece of property. Notice Jesus
didn’t say, “Everyone who looks at a woman with lust has
already committed adultery with her in his heart—so ladies, be
sure  to  dress  more  modestly.”  No,  Jesus  placed  the
responsibility for lust on the person doing the lusting, and
rightly  so!  Every  Christian  is  responsible  for  their  own
decision  to  objectify  another  human  or  treat  them  with
respect.

So this issue of modesty really boils down to a matter of the
heart,  and  there  are  two  crucial  things  that  must  be
addressed: holiness and walking in love. These are choices
Christian men and women can—and should—make every day. When we
choose to live and emulate a holy lifestyle and to walk in
love with each other, the issue of modesty is taken care of.

What’s the Deal With Holiness?

I realize that word holiness is not very popular these days,
but it’s biblical. That means God has written it in His Word
for a reason. And anything that God sets forth in His Word
should be looked upon as good news. Because it is!

Living a holy life is good news. It’s the way God has called
us to live, and it has great rewards. We can’t expect to walk
in God’s power, be a light to the lost, get our prayers



answered and walk through storms victoriously if we’re not
living the life He’s called us to live.

So, what is holiness? Does it mean wearing long sleeves, no
makeup and no jewelry? Does it mean having absolutely no fun
and living like a monk? No.

W.E.  Vine’s  Expository  Dictionary  of  New  Testament  Words
describes  holiness  as  “separation  to  God”  and  “conduct
befitting those so separated.” It goes on to describe “the
quality of ‘holiness’ in personal conduct.” In other words,
the emphasis is on conduct.

One definition of modesty in Merriam-Webster’s dictionary is
“propriety in dress, speech or conduct.” Again it’s talking
about conduct. So I think we’re safe to say that modesty and
holiness are focused on how we act.

Should we act like Christians? I believe we should. And what
does that look like? I think we know! It doesn’t mean acting
like the world—acting in inappropriate ways that don’t glorify
God.

I’ve heard Christians say, “It doesn’t matter how I act. God
loves me unconditionally. I’m saved by grace and the completed
work of Christ.” It’s completely true that we are completely
saved  by  grace  (Eph.  2:8)  and  that  God  loves  us  without
condition (Eph. 2:4). But it’s also true that our behavior
matters!

A quick read through chapters 4-6 of Ephesians gives us an
idea of how God wants us to live. Paul tells us to “walk
worthy of [our] calling” (4:1), to put off our “old sinful
nature … which is corrupted by lust” (4:22, NLT), to “stop
lying” (4:25, LB), to “have no fellowship with … darkness”
(5:11, NKJV), to “submit to one another” (5:21) and to be
obedient (6:1, 5).

Add to that Paul’s admonition in 1 Timothy 2:9 to “dress



modestly, with decency and propriety” (NIV), and you see once
again  that  all  of  the  instructions  have  to  do  with  our
conduct. Yes, we are saved by grace, but here is what we’re
supposed  to  do  now  that  grace  saved  us:  Live  a  life  of
holiness, one in which our conduct glorifies God, attracts the
lost and sets an example to those around us. It matters how we
act in our daily lives!

I  believe  when  both  men  and  women  get  a  firm  handle  on
biblical conduct, living the way the Bible instructs us to
live, it will set the modesty issue in a much more manageable
context.

What Does It Mean to Walk in Love?

When we’re talking about modesty, the real issue is how our
conduct—our clothes, our conversation, our way of life—affects
others. Ephesians 5 gives us a snapshot of how to do it:
“Therefore be imitators of God. … And walk in love, as Christ
also has loved us and given Himself for us” (vv. 1-2, NKJV).

How do we imitate God? We walk in love as Christ did. And how
did Christ love us? He gave Himself for us. We can see here
that love gives. Love lays down its own rights and its own
ways for the sake of someone else. Love thinks of the other
person before itself.

For  example,  in  this  context  of  dressing  and  behaving
modestly, we have a choice to walk in love or to have our own
way. We can say, “I’ll wear whatever I want because I want to
look good! Don’t be prudish or put that bondage on me.” Or we
can say, “How will this affect someone else? I will put them
first.”

I like the way one Christian dad put it: “Modesty is the
loving prerogative of the mature.”

The  real  foundation  for  dressing  and  conducting  ourselves
modestly comes from Romans 14, which speaks of accepting those



whose faith is weaker than our own and not doing anything that
would cause them to stumble, even if the thing you want to do
is not inherently sinful (vv. 1-4, 13-21).

Paul  is  talking  about  food  in  these  verses,  but  he’s
emphasizing  a  broader  principle  that  can  be  applied  to
conducting  ourselves  modestly.  He’s  pointing  out  that  as
Christians, we do some things not because we are required, but
just for the sake of others.

I realize this is hard for us independent Americans to swallow
because we value personal liberty above all else. But as we
renew our minds with the Word of God, we begin to see that as
Christians, our choice to live holy and walk in love is how we
imitate our heavenly Father and how we reach out to a lost and
dying world.

The apostle Paul is telling us to do whatever we can to help
our brothers and sisters from stumbling. This passage isn’t
really even talking about how we have to dress or act—Paul’s
not saying that eating the right foods (or in the case we’re
talking about here, the right clothes) is a compulsory action.
He’s saying instead that considering what you eat or drink (or
wear)  is  something  we  can  consciously  do  for  others—not
because we have to but because we want to.

For a woman, that means we don’t have to dress modestly, but
when we do, we might be helping someone. Modesty is best
described not as a “have to,” motivated by force or blame, but
as a conscious decision based on strength and love.

As Christians we are all responsible for resisting our own
temptation, for renewing our minds, for looking away from the
computer or movie screen when provocative scenes pop up. And
we need to realize this applies to men as much as women. Men
have  an  equal  responsibility  to  cover  themselves
modestly—again, not because they have to, but because they
love their sisters enough to curtail the freedoms they have.



Karen Jensen Salisbury is the author of Why, God, Why? What to
Do When Life Doesn’t Make Sense. She’s been a senior pastor
and an instructor at Rhema Bible Training College in Broken
Arrow, Oklahoma. Learn more at .

Watch professional print and runway model Tressa Lemky explain
what true godly modesty involves at

Why  the  Ascension  Is  So
Important to You
Why is Jesus Christ’s ascension to heaven 2,000 years ago
still so important to every believer today? Watch pastors from
from Unlocking the Bible ministry answer this question.

 

Where Is God When I’m Afraid?
Where Is God When I’m Afraid? Live with Confidence That He Is
Always With You (Barbour Publishing) is a new book from Pamela
L. McQuade, released this week.

Fear is a natural human response to uncertainty and danger,
but  those  who  know  Jesus  Christ  can  live  their  lives  in
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confidence. Find out the causes of fear and its cure, directly
from the pages of Scripture.

How to Pick Up a Stripper and
Other Acts of Kindness
How to Pick Up a Stripper and Other Acts of Kindness: Serving
People Just as They Are (Thomas Nelson), by Todd and Erin
Stevens, releases June 17.

When God told Erin Stevens to “go feed the strippers,” she had
no idea it was the first step toward a radical change in her
local church’s commitment to servant evangelism. From feeding
the homeless to Easter egg hunts for special-needs children to
ministering to the workers in a strip club, Todd and Erin
Stevens help us see how serving others in need can impact the
kingdom of heaven.

Can  Spirit-Filled  Christians
Be Oppressed by Demons?
How can Spirit-filled Christians be oppressed by demons? Watch
deliverance minister Don Dickerman answer this question and
offer  guidance  on  casting  out  evil  spirits  in  the  videos
below.
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Bill Johnson: How to Respond
to  Supernatural
Manifestations
Bethel Church in Redding, Calif., is known for its revival
culture of moving in God’s power, yet in recent years the
church is seeing new and unusual supernatural manifestations.
Watch senior pastor Bill Johnson teach on the appropriate
response to these unorthodox wonders.

 

Champion
Beckah Shae (Shae Shoc Records)

This pop album features award-winning artists such as Israel
Houghton, Crystal Lewis and rapper T-Bone. Shae hopes the
record  will  spark  a  new  generation  to  live  as  champions
through Christ.
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Gathering Shadows
Nancy Mehl (Bethany House)

In this fiction tale, Wynter Evans is on a mission to find
real answers to her brother’s disappearance. Will the handsome
mayor help her discover the truth, or will a shadowy presence
do all it can to derail her investigation?
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