Kathryn Kuhlman: Faith Is
More Than Belief

Our emotions and desires are often mistaken for faith and it
is so easy to blame God when there are no results from
something that has been purely of the mind and not of the
heart.

One of the most difficult things in the world is to realize
that faith can be received only as it is imparted to the heart
of God Himself.

It cannot be manufactured. No matter how much we nurture and
cultivate that spirit the world interprets as faith, it will
never grow into the type of faith that was introduced by
Jesus.

When we come to our salvation, it is still a matter of faith
and, again, He gives us His faith to believe. “Yet to all who
received Him, He gave the power to become sons of God, to
those who believed in His name” (John 1:12).

The same Holy Spirit who convicts the sinner of his sin and
sees to it that he 1is given enough conviction to convince him
of his sin, will provide faith enough to convince him of his
salvation.

But no man in himself possesses that faith. It is given him by
the same One who gives the faith for our physical healing: the
Author and Finisher of our faith-Christ Jesus!

With Him there is no struggle!

How often in a miracle service I have seen conscientious
people struggling, straining, demanding that God give them the
healing for their body, and yet there was no answer.

We can believe in healing! We can believe in our Lord and His
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power to heal. But only Jesus can work the work that will lift
us to the mountain peaks of victory. We have made faith a
product of a finite mind when all of the other gifts of the
Spirit we have attributed to God.

To many people, however, faith is still their own ability to
believe a truth, and is merely based on their struggles and
their ability to drive away doubt and unbelief through a
process of continued affirmations.

There is belief in faith, but faith is more than belief.

Faith is a gift. Jesus is our faith, and the Giver of every
good and perfect gift is from the Author and Finisher of our
faith.

Active faith is unquestioning belief, trust and reliance upon
God with all confidence. Faith can become as real as any of
our senses.

When we receive His faith we also receive understanding.
Everything that God has for His children He puts within the
reach of faith, then He turns around and gives them the faith
to appropriate the gift.

Then Jesus spoke. With Him there is no struggle and the waves
of doubt and anxiety and worry all fade away and a glorious
and marvelous calm and peace enter into the heart and mind of
the one who has received that which only He can give.

The only noise will be that of praise and adoration from the
lips of the one who has just been healed by the Great
Physician.



The Key to Resisting the
Seduction of the World

We aren’t delivered from temptation the day we’re born again.
But we can overcome by the power of the Holy Spirit.

How comforting it is to know that the Lord’s Prayer covers
every aspect of the Christian life! I have stated many times
that if all we had was this small portion of the Bible as
given from the lips of Jesus, we would have enough gospel to
know how to be saved and how to live victoriously. This prayer
includes every facet of a man’s physical and spiritual life.

It's no surprise, then, that it includes the phrase “Lead us
not into temptation.” Jesus knew the difficulties we would
face and the temptations that would lure every human being.

The difficulty lies in the misconception many people have-that
after their born-again experience, they will no longer have
temptations. This misconception represents a point of failure
for many spiritual leaders.

Somehow, in our zeal to get men and women to accept Christ as
their Savior, we paint such a rosy picture of the Christian
life that many new Christians feel there will be no more
battles after they have accepted Him. They believe they will
no longer be tempted and that all their conflicts will cease
following that wonderful experience of regeneration.

We need to warn young converts that even though they have been
born again, there will be temptations. We dare not forget that
the enemy of our soul is very active and the greater the life
of usefulness for God, the greater are the temptations.

We must be on guard. Jesus tells us this very thing in the
pattern He gave us for praying. He knew all the perils that
would beset us.
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We will have temptations as long as we are in our bodies of
flesh and living on Earth, and as long as the enemy of our
soul is in the same world! I don’'t care how deeply spiritual
you may be, you will be tempted.

When anyone tells me that he has reached such a spiritual
plateau—when he feels he has soared so high spiritually that
he no longer has temptations, I just smile to myself and
think, You are only kidding yourself!

I will never argue with you concerning your relationship with
God or take issue concerning your marvelous spiritual
experiences or doubt that you have gone deep into the things
of God. But I will dispute any statement you make that you are
never tempted.

Even one as spiritual as the apostle Paul, who was among the
greatest saints who ever lived, was in constant warfare within
himself regarding his own temptations. He was consecrated and
surrendered, living for God, or God could not have used him as
He did or given to Paul the deep spiritual secrets of His
power.

Yet Paul was constantly aware of the temptations of the flesh
he battled, temptations you and I also face. Why? Because he
was still in the body of flesh, and this flesh is still
corruption. It is still mortal. You and I will have
temptations as long as there is breath in our mortal bodies,
regardless of our depth of spirituality.

Refuse to Yield

The good news is: It is possible to have victory. And the
first step in gaining victory over temptation is the
realization that temptation in itself is not sin.

The greatest saint living today will be tempted because the
devil is still very much alive and because that saint of God
lives in a body of flesh, which is corruption. That one will
be tempted-he will still encounter the lusts of the flesh-but



temptation itself is no sin. Only when one yields to
temptation does it become a sin.

Jesus Himself was tempted in the wilderness, and He could have
yielded to the temptations the devil presented. They were no
farce. Jesus was as much man in the flesh as though He were
not God; but also as much God as though He were not man.

Jesus was tempted by the same devil who tempts you and me, but
the temptations were not sins because He did not yield to
them. He was as perfect after the temptations of the devil as
though He had never been tempted.

All Christians believe that God cannot lead anyone into
temptation or into evil under any circumstance. This
conclusion is substantiated in James 1:13-14: “Let no one say
when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each
one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and
enticed.”

As long as one is still in the body of flesh and as long as
this body is still corruption, we must contend with the flesh.
The Scripture continues, “Then, when desire has conceived, it
gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings
forth death” (v. 15).

When temptation comes to you, don’t feel as though you have
failed God; don’t feel as though you have slipped or lost
ground spiritually. The facts are simply these: The more you
pray and the more time you spend seeking the Lord, the more
sensitive you grow spiritually. As a result, the greater are
the trials that confront you and the greater are your
temptations.

When I began my ministry in Idaho, I was very young. I smile
now when I recall my thoughts after I had finished preaching
my fifth sermon.



Walking down the road on my way back to the little room where
I was staying, I wondered what more I could preach about. I
thought I had exhausted the supply of sermons to be found in
the Bible!

Yes, I smile as I remember these thoughts, for since that
time, the Holy Spirit has revealed to me many deep truths, and
I still have only scratched the surface of the rich teachings
in God’s Word. Do you know why? I have grown! If you are a
healthy Christian and there is Jesus’ divine life in you, you
will grow and develop spiritually.

The Importance of Surrender

Surrender is the other important step in gaining victory over
temptation. Today, I can take you down a dead-end street in a
certain town in a certain state where I surrendered
everything—-body, soul and spirit—to Jesus. Walking there with
the tears streaming down my face, for the first time in my
life it was none of self and all of Him. When I made that full
and complete surrender of everything to Jesus, the Holy Spirit
took my empty vessel.

That day was the dawn of the greatest day of my life. I had no
real ministry until I walked down that little dead-end road
and surrendered everything to Him. And that’s all He asks!

But watch it: The greater the yieldedness, the greater the
temptations. With that infilling of the Spirit comes a
responsibility that is tremendous, and as we continue to
advance in spiritual stature, new and powerful temptations
await us on the path.

They are there at every turn of the road. There is temptation
to work for self-glory; there are temptations for personal
honors, distinctions and material gain.

The wonderful truths that I have shared with believers through
the years were in the Bible the whole time when I thought I
had exhausted the supply of sermons to be preached. Because I



was so young spiritually, I did not see the full depth of
meaning in God’s Word. I had to grow, and as I grew, the Holy
Spirit revealed the deep spiritual truths to me. They were
bread to my soul.

I developed. I grew spiritually in exactly the way a baby
grows physically when it is given the right food. First comes
the milk, and then there follows more substantial food, and
finally, the child is eating potatoes and meat. At last one
day the youngster sits up by the side of his dad and says,
“Daddy, I want steak like you are eating!”

The secret is growth, and the more you pray, the more time you
spend reading God's Word, the more effort you put forth in
following the teachings of Jesus, the more sensitive you
become to the Holy Spirit. As you become more sensitive and
spiritual, your prayers become more powerful and effective and
the results of your work for God are greater. Consequently,
God will use you in a greater measure, and you will advance in
spiritual things.

As you grow, you also become more susceptible to forms of
temptation that simply do not beset Christians at an earlier
stage in their spiritual growth.

But the servant who is truly yielded to God is able to walk in
victory, no matter how great the temptation, because he 1is
motivated by his desire to please God rather than a desire to
indulge his flesh.

In the final analysis, we must never lose sight of the fact
that the power manifested through the Spirit-filled life 1is
that of the Holy Spirit, and all fruitfulness stems from this
gift from God, the mighty Third Person of the Trinity, who 1is
faithful to lead those who are yielded to Jesus, every step of
the way.

Read a companion devotional.
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Victory Over Temptation

How comforting it is to know that the Lord’s Prayer covers
every aspect of the Christian life! I have stated many times
that if all we had was this small portion of the Bible as
given from the lips of Jesus, we would have enough gospel to
know how to be saved and how to live victoriously. This prayer
includes every facet of a man’s physical and spiritual life.

It’s no surprise, then, that it includes the phrase “Lead us
not into temptation.” Jesus knew the difficulties we would
face and the temptations that would lure every human being.
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includes every facet of a man’s physical and spiritual life.

It's no surprise, then, that it includes the phrase “Lead us
not into temptation.” Jesus knew the difficulties we would
face and the temptations that would lure every human being.



