‘Greater Than’' Campaign Seeks
Supreme Court Reversal of
Obergefell

A coalition of Christian leaders, legal thinkers and media
figures has launched a public campaign urging the U.S. Supreme
Court to overturn its 2015 ruling in QObergefell v. Hodges,
arguing the decision undermines children’s rights and the
institution of marriage.

The effort, known as the Greater Than Campaign, debuted with a
promotional video featuring prominent voices from evangelical
institutions, conservative media and policy organizations. The
campaign frames its mission around what it describes as a
child-centered approach to marriage, law and culture.

According to the coalition, children are increasingly treated
as secondary in public policy debates, with adult preferences
prioritized over what it calls children’s inherent rights. The
group contends that marriage between a mother and father has
historically served as the most effective social structure for
protecting those rights and providing stability for children.


https://mycharisma.com/culture/greater-than-campaign-seeks-supreme-court-reversal-of-obergefell/
https://mycharisma.com/culture/greater-than-campaign-seeks-supreme-court-reversal-of-obergefell/
https://mycharisma.com/culture/greater-than-campaign-seeks-supreme-court-reversal-of-obergefell/
https://mycharisma.com/news/supreme-court-and-same-sex-marriage-could-a-historic-ruling-be-coming/

Follow from F Follow

a Distance Closely
and Lose and Change
Your Faith. the World.

TRAVIS JOH NS

Order Travis Johnson’s New Book, “[Un]Embarrassed” on

Amazon.com!

“Greater Than exists to defend the rights of children in law,
policy, and culture,” the organization states on its website,
emphasizing that children, not adults, should be considered
the most vulnerable population in debates over family
structure.

The campaign outlines a three-part strategy aimed at restoring
marriage as a child-protective institution: pursuing judicial
and policy changes that center children’s needs, reshaping
public opinion on the link between marriage and child welfare
and mobilizing churches into what the group describes as a
child-centered force.

The video promoting the campaign features a broad range of
figures, including Dr. Albert Mohler, president of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary; Lila Rose of Live Action; and
Katy Faust, founder of Them Before Us.

It’s this simple: Child needs > Adult desires

Join the #GreaterThan movement. pic.twitter.com/sY0eYWQIXC
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— Greater Than Campaign (@MakeKidsGreater) January 28, 2026

Other participants include conservative commentator Allie Beth
Stuckey; John Stonestreet of the Colson Center; Michael
Knowles of The Daily Wire; and Jim Daly of Focus on the
Family.

Policy and legal perspectives are represented by Delano
Squires of The Heritage Foundation; Tony Perkins of the Family
Research Council; and Josh Hammer, host of The Josh Hammer
Show.

Supporters describe the campaign as a unified response to what
they see as decades of cultural and legal shifts away from
traditional marriage. While acknowledging differences among
its participants, the coalition presents itself as a
coordinated effort focused on one shared goal: re-centering
children in national conversations about marriage and family
policy.

James Lasher, a seasoned writer and editor at Charisma Media,
combines faith and storytelling with a background 1in
journalism from Otterbein University and ministry experience
in Guatemala and the LA Dream Center. A Marine Corps and Air
Force veteran, he is the author of The Revelation of Jesus: A
Common Man's Commentary and a contributor
to Charisma magazine.

Megachurch Pastor Josh
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Howerton Challenges
Deconstructionist Claims
About Christians and
Political Power

Pastor Josh Howerton isn’t mincing words when it comes to the
growing number of online personalities who once identified as
Christians and now argue that believers should step away from
politics.

In a recent Live Free reaction episode, Howerton responded to
viral comments from former Christian and YouTuber Rhett
McLaughlin, who claimed that Jesus’ teachings forbid
Christians from pursuing political influence. Howerton said
that the argument rests on selective Bible reading, bad
theology and what he described as intentional misdirection.

“This isn’t someone working through honest doubt,” Howerton
said. “This is someone standing in unbelief and trying to pull
other people there with him.”

Doubt Is Not the Same as Leading Others
Astray

Howerton repeatedly emphasized that Christianity allows
questions but not the public promotion of unbelief disguised
as biblical wisdom. Drawing from the book of Jude, he
explained that Scripture calls for mercy toward those
wrestling with faith, while sharply confronting those who
actively undermine it.

“There’s a massive difference between people who stumble into
church saying, ‘I don’t want the world anymore,’ and people
who are out there evangelizing unbelief,” Howerton said.


https://mycharisma.com/culture/megachurch-pastor-josh-howerton-challenges-deconstructionist-claims-about-christians-and-political-power/
https://mycharisma.com/culture/megachurch-pastor-josh-howerton-challenges-deconstructionist-claims-about-christians-and-political-power/
https://mycharisma.com/culture/megachurch-pastor-josh-howerton-challenges-deconstructionist-claims-about-christians-and-political-power/
https://mycharisma.com/culture/megachurch-pastor-josh-howerton-challenges-deconstructionist-claims-about-christians-and-political-power/
https://mycharisma.com/spiritled-living/megachurch-pastor-warns-scripture-is-being-repackaged-to-serve-politics/

Enforcing a Bible You Reject

One of Howerton’s sharpest critiques was aimed at what he sees
as a common pattern among deconstructed influencers: rejecting
the authority of Scripture while insisting Christians submit
to carefully chosen verses.

“He doesn’t believe the Bible,” Howerton said of McLaughlin,
“but he’s going to make sure you obey his interpretation of
it.”

Howerton argued this approach allows secular voices to police
Christian behavior while avoiding the Bible’s broader claims
about authority, morality and truth.
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The Temptation Narrative Is Being Misread

At the center of McLaughlin’s argument is Jesus’ rejection of
Satan’s offer of the world’s kingdoms. Howerton said that
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passage is routinely misunderstood.

”n

“The temptation wasn’t authority,
the right thing the wrong way.”

he said. “It was getting

Howerton pointed out that Scripture consistently affirms God’s
people exercising influence, from Joseph and Daniel to Esther
and Nehemiah. Jesus rejecting Satan’s offer, he said, was a
refusal to receive dominion through demonic compromise, not a
rejection of leadership itself.

When God Is Gone, the State Takes His
Place

Howerton also addressed what he believes 1is the underlying
worldview driving MclLaughlin’s position. When God is removed
from the picture, he argued, the government naturally fills
the vacuum.

“If there’s no God over the government, then the government
becomes god,” Howerton said, describing how politics takes on
religious meaning in secular cultures.

That shift, he argued, explains the urgency to push Christians
out of public life. Competing moral authorities become
problematic when politics is treated as the ultimate.

Voting Is Not a Moral Purity Test

Howerton rejected the idea that Christians must abstain from
voting unless candidates meet an impossible standard of
personal righteousness.

“A selection is not a sacrament,” he said. Voting, he
explained, 1s about choosing between available options, not
endorsing every aspect of a candidate’s character.

Using biblical examples, Howerton described righteous, wicked
and flawed 1leaders who nevertheless restrained evil.



Christians, he argued, are often choosing between paths, not
perfection.

Why Christians Can’'t Afford to Sit This
Out

Howerton closed by challenging the claim that the church
became “too political.” In his view, the government moved into
explicitly moral and theological territory first, redefining
life, marriage and truth.

“The church didn’t suddenly change,” he said. “Politics did.”

For Howerton, disengagement 1isn’t faithfulness. 1It'’s
surrender. And he made clear that Christians withdrawing from
public life doesn’t create neutrality—-it simply leaves the
field to voices eager to shape the culture without them.

James Lasher, a seasoned writer and editor at Charisma Media,
combines faith and storytelling with a background 1in
journalism from Otterbein University and ministry experience
in Guatemala and the LA Dream Center. A Marine Corps and Air
Force veteran, he is the author of The Revelation of Jesus: A
Common Man's Commentary and a contributor
to Charisma magazine.

Exposed: The Demonic Mystery
Unfolding in Minnesota That
the Media Refuses to Address

What is happening in Minnesota is being explained almost
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exclusively through political commentary, legal analysis and
media framing. That may be convenient, but it is also
incomplete. Scripture has long warned that when a society
rejects God’s authority and elevates false spiritual claims 1in
places of influence, the consequences do not stay theoretical.
They surface in real time through confusion, disorder and
rebellion.

Minnesota has seen escalating unrest following fatal federal
agent-involved shootings, with protests that have blocked
streets, confronted federal agents and resisted repeated
attempts to restore order. These events are usually described
as reactions to policy or policing. The Bible describes
something deeper. When restraint collapses among a people, it
is often a sign that the spiritual foundation beneath that
society has already begun to erode.

The 0ld Testament provides a clear framework for understanding
this. Scripture repeatedly addresses what it calls “high
places,” elevated locations where false gods were openly
worshiped. These were not treated as neutral cultural
expressions. God commanded their removal because they had
shaped the land’s spiritual condition. Israel’s leaders
learned through repeated failure that allowing false worship
to stand always produced disorder among the people.

Gideon was instructed to tear down his own father’s altar to
Baal before Israel could be delivered from oppression. King
Hezekiah removed high places and objects of idolatry, and
spiritual renewal followed. King Josiah went further,
eliminating centers of false worship throughout Judah and
restoring covenant faithfulness. The lesson was consistent.
Spiritual authority comes before social stability.

[(x]

Order James Lasher’s New Book, “The Revelation of Jesus” on
Amazon.com!
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The New Testament reinforces this principle. Scripture teaches
that the real struggle within societies is not against people
or political leaders but against spiritual forces that operate
through deception and rebellion. These forces are described as
principalities that seek to influence regions, cultures and
systems that reject God’s authority.

This framework makes recent events at the Minnesota State
Capitol impossible to dismiss as symbolic or trivial. During
the Christmas season of 2024, a satanic display was permitted
inside the Capitol. In April 2025, a second display was
approved that explicitly thanked Governor Tim Walz for
allowing Satanism to be displayed in the building. The message
openly rejected God’'s sovereignty and affirmed allegiance to
Satan within the seat of state authority.

From a biblical perspective, personal intent is beside the
point. Scripture evaluates authority by what is permitted to
stand in places of influence. Allowing false worship in a
governing space grants spiritual access, whether or not that
access is acknowledged. The Bible repeatedly warns that when
false gods are elevated, disorder follows. People become
unrestrained. Confusion replaces clarity. Obedience to
authority begins to break down.

Seen through this lens, Minnesota’s unrest is not random. It
is not spontaneous. It is the visible result of spiritual
misalignment that has taken root at the highest levels of
public authority.

Other states have responded differently to similar challenges.
In Towa, a Navy veteran dismantled a satanic display at the
state Capitol in 2023 and described the act as Christian civil
disobedience.

Minnesota now stands at a crossroads. Scripture is clear that
when high places are left standing, disorder follows. When
they are confronted, restoration begins. This is not partisan
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rhetoric. It is not political messaging. It is a biblical
warning that history has proven accurate time and again.

What is unfolding in Minnesota is not just a political story.
It is a spiritual one. Ignoring that reality does not make it
go away. It only allows the consequences to grow louder.

James Lasher, a seasoned writer and editor at Charisma Media,
combines faith and storytelling with a background 1in
journalism from Otterbein University and ministry experience
in Guatemala and the LA Dream Center. A Marine Corps and Air
Force veteran, he 1is the author of The Revelation of Jesus: A
Common Man'’s Commentary and a contributor
to Charisma magazine.

Mob Destroys Homes of
Christian Families After They
Refuse to Renounce Faith

A mob of Hindu nationalists demolished the homes of four
Christian families in a remote village in India’'s Maharashtra
state after the families refused to abandon their Christian
faith, highlighting the growing reality of persecution faced
by believers around the world.

The attack occurred in Midapalli village in Gadchiroli
District, as reported by The Christian Post, following
repeated threats demanding the families renounce Christianity.
According to Christian Solidarity Worldwide, about 20 people
confronted six Christian families, totaling roughly 25
individuals, and issued an ultimatum to convert or face
consequences.
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Homes Destroyed and Authorities Accused
of Intimidation

The mob returned the following day, Jan. 12, and destroyed the
homes of four families after they again refused to renounce
their faith. When the displaced families later attempted to
file a complaint at the Kavande Police Station, police
reportedly threatened them instead of offering protection.

Officers allegedly questioned the 1legitimacy of their
conversion as members of a tribal community and warned that
their identification documents and government ration supplies
could be revoked. On Jan. 14, police summoned the local
pastor, dismissed his ministry as “superstition” and barred
him from visiting Christian families in the village.

As of late January, the affected families remained without
shelter in harsh winter conditions. Christian Solidarity
Worldwide said the village’s remote location has made outside
assistance difficult. The families have said they plan to
petition the District Collector for intervention.

CSW President Mervyn Thomas accused local authorities of
failing to protect the families and called for immediate
action to ensure their safety, compensate them for their
losses and hold the perpetrators accountable.
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How We Respond as Christians

This assault is part of a broader surge in violence against
Christians in India. The United Christian Forum recorded 834
attacks in 2024, following 734 in 2023 and 601 in 2022. More
than 900 attacks were reported between January and May 2025
alone.

As Christians, we are not surprised by persecution, even as it
deeply grieves us. Jesus warned us that following Him would
bring opposition, saying, “If they persecuted Me, they will
also persecute you” (John 15:20). He also reminded us to take
courage, assuring us that we are not forgotten or abandoned
(Matthew 5:10-12).

Scripture teaches us that persecution for our faith is not a
sign of God’s absence, but often a mark of faithfulness (2
Tim. 3:12). We are encouraged to endure trials with
perseverance, trusting that God is at work even in suffering
(James 1:2-4), and that He is close to the brokenhearted
(Psalm 34:19).
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When we read stories like this, we are called to respond as
the body of Christ. We pray for our brothers and sisters who
have lost their homes (Heb. 13:3). We intercede for their
protection and provision. We resist fear, remembering that God
has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and
sound judgment (2 Tim. 1:7).

Christian leaders in India have warned that fear of
retaliation keeps many victims from reporting attacks, yet we
are reminded that the Church has always grown strongest under
pressure (Acts 8:1-4). Persecution does not defeat the Church;
it refines it (1 Peter 4:12-14).

As we reflect on the suffering of believers in places like
Midapalli village, we are called to stand together, encourage
one another and remain faithful. Though the cost of
discipleship is real (Luke 9:23), so is the promise that God
sees, strengthens and will ultimately vindicate His people
(Rom. 8:18).

James Lasher, a seasoned writer and editor at Charisma Media,
combines faith and storytelling with a background 1in
journalism from Otterbein University and ministry experience
in Guatemala and the LA Dream Center. A Marine Corps and Air
Force veteran, he is the author of The Revelation of Jesus: A
Common Man's Commentary and a contributor
to Charisma magazine.

Is Prince Harry Cursed? A
Biblical Look at the ‘Spare’
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Fallout

The idea of a “curse” following Prince Harry has moved from
royal gossip into mainstream media analysis, with experts
suggesting the Duke of Sussex has struggled to find stability,
purpose and credibility since stepping away from royal life.

As reported by Fox News, royal watchers argue that Harry'’s
professional setbacks, fractured family relationships and
lingering grievances have left him adrift in California, while
his wife builds a clearer path forward.

That framing raises a deeper question: Is this simply poor
career management, or could Scripture offer insight into why
calamity seems to follow?

Leadership, Authority and the Cost of Abandonment

Throughout the Bible, leadership is never merely personal. It
carries generational and national consequences. Israel’s
history is filled with examples of what happens when kings
abandon their calling or lead with pride instead of humility.
When rulers turned from God or embraced idolatry, the fallout
was not isolated. It spread to the people.

Harry comes from a family that has held authority over a
nation for generations, and while the modern monarchy 1is
largely symbolic, Scripture does not diminish the weight of
stewardship. The Fox News article notes that royal experts
believe Harry has been unable to move beyond grievances tied
to his royal role and exit, a decision that permanently
severed him from the structure that once gave him direction.

“California seems to have left Harry unmoored,” said Kinsey
Schofield, host of “Kinsey Schofield Unfiltered.” “He is far
from his family, his military community and the institutional
structure that once gave him direction.”
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In the 0ld Testament, when leaders abandoned their posts or
rejected God-given authority, disorder followed. That pattern
does not disappear simply because a nation becomes modern or
secular.

BREAK THE IN THE BLOODLINE

ALEXANDER

Order Alexander Pagani’s Book, “The Secrets to Generational
Curses” on Amazon.com!

Turning on Family and the Weight of Honor

Scripture 1is unambiguous about honoring one’s parents, a
commandment tied directly to blessing and longevity. Harry's
estrangement from his father, King Charles III, and his
ongoing rift with Prince William are central themes in the Fox
News reporting.

“The grievance has become his brand,” Schofield said. “Instead
of transcending the role of ‘spare,’ he continues to orbit
it."

Biblically, public dishonor of family, especially within
leadership lines, is not treated lightly. While Scripture does
not deny the reality of wrongdoing or pain, it consistently
warns against bitterness, public shaming and prideful
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retaliation. Harry’s memoir, Spare, which revealed deeply
personal details about his family, may have brought short-term
attention, but experts argue it hardened the very identity he
was trying to escape.

Pride, Humility and a Biblical Warning

One of the most striking aspects of the Fox News analysis is
the repeated emphasis on humility and patience as the missing
ingredients in Harry's reinvention.

“Harry stands at a crossroads,” Schofield said. “He can
continue chasing relevance through proximity to controversy or
he can build an identity rooted in service, philanthropy and
genuine leadership.”

Those qualities are not just good public relations. They are
biblical imperatives. Humility and patience are foundational
Christian virtues, with patience listed explicitly as a fruit
of the Spirit. Pride, however, carries a warning. God resists
the proud but gives grace to the humble.

Royal experts also contrasted Harry'’s reactive posture with
Meghan Markle’s intentional branding. “Meghan is operating
with intention more than Harry is,” Schofield said. “Harry,
meanwhile, feels reactive.”

Scripture repeatedly shows that pride leads leaders into
isolation, confusion and eventual downfall, while humility
restores clarity and purpose.

A Curse or a Consequence?

The Fox News article makes clear that Harry'’s professional
options are narrowing, with failed media ventures, legal
battles and fading public sympathy.

Yet the question lingers. When a man born into authority
rejects responsibility, turns publicly against his family,
leans into grievance and struggles with pride, is it fair to
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call the outcome a curse?

Or is Scripture simply playing out as it always has, revealing
that when God’s order is rejected, consequences follow?

Could Prince Harry truly be cursed or is he experiencing the
biblical cost of walking away from humility, honor and
calling?

James Lasher, a seasoned writer and editor at Charisma Media,
combines faith and storytelling with a background 1in
journalism from Otterbein University and ministry experience
in Guatemala and the LA Dream Center. A Marine Corps and Air
Force veteran, he is the author of The Revelation of Jesus: A
Common Man's Commentary and a contributor
to Charisma magazine.

Jack Hibbs Issues a Warning
Many Churches Won’t Touch

Pastor Jack Hibbs, senior pastor of Calvary Chapel Chino
Hills, opened a recent teaching on Bible prophecy with a
simple but forceful claim: Scripture explains the world more
clearly than modern headlines, artificial intelligence or
political analysis ever could.

Teaching from John 14:29, Hibbs said Jesus’ words establish
the purpose of prophecy itself. “I’'m telling you something
that’s going to come,” Hibbs paraphrased, “and when it does
come to pass, you may believe.”

That pattern, he argued, 1is the foundation of biblical
prophecy: prediction followed by fulfillment, producing faith.
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Prophecy as Evidence, Not Speculation

Hibbs defined Bible prophecy as the study of God’s revealed
future, commonly called eschatology, but emphasized it should
be understood as evidence rather than guesswork.

“The God of the Bible claims to know the future in advance,”
Hibbs said. “When God says, ‘Watch the future, this is what'’s
going to happen,’ and then it happens thousands of years
later, should you not sit up and take notice?”

He argued fulfilled prophecy answers one of Christianity’s
most common challenges: whether God exists at all. According
to Hibbs, Scripture presents prophecy as God speaking from
outside time and space, validating His Word through history.

“Bible prophecy proves the existence of God,” he said, adding
that fulfilled prophecy produces confidence in what has not
yet occurred.

Reading Headlines Through a Biblical Lens

Hibbs encouraged listeners to interpret current events through
what he called a “biblical prophetic worldview,” rather than
reacting emotionally to news cycles.

He pointed repeatedly to Israel, which he described as the
most frequently mentioned nation in Scripture. Developments
involving Iran, identified biblically as Persia, were cited as
examples of why prophecy remains relevant, though Hibbs
stressed that certain prophetic events have not yet occurred.

“It hasn’t happened yet,” he said of Ezekiel 38, which
describes a future invasion of Israel. “But what'’s happening
right now should make us pay attention.”

Hibbs cautioned against drawing premature conclusions while
still urging discernment rooted in Scripture rather than
speculation.
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Technology, Deception and the Book of
Revelation

Addressing artificial intelligence, Hibbs referenced
Revelation 13, which describes an “image” empowered to
identify those aligned with a future global system.

“That’s my opinion,” Hibbs said, clarifying that his view
connects modern technology with biblical warnings about
deception in the last days. “Jesus said there would be
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons.”

He emphasized that Scripture anticipates both technological
advancement and spiritual deception, requiring believers to
remain grounded in biblical truth.

[x]

Order James Lasher’s New Book, “The Revelation of Jesus” on
Amazon.com!

Why Avoiding Prophecy Weakens the Church

Hibbs warned that neglecting Bible prophecy leaves Christians
vulnerable to confusion and false teaching.

“Christians that don’t know Bible prophecy are like people who
are anemic,” he said. “They can’t fight back. They can’t
discern truth from error.”

He compared ignoring prophecy to attempting to live on a
partial Bible, arguing that prophecy is essential to spiritual
maturity and discernment.

Revelation’s Built-In Road Map

One of the most practical elements of Hibbs’ teaching focused
on Revelation 1:19, which he said provides the book’s complete
outline.
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“Write the things which you have seen, the things which are,
and the things which will take place after this,” Hibbs
quoted, explaining that the verse divides Revelation into past
(chapter 1), present (chapters 2-3) and future (chapters
4-22) .

He encouraged believers to apply this framework broadly,
sorting prophetic passages into past, present or future
categories to better understand Scripture’s unfolding
narrative.

Prophecy Meant to Prepare, Not Panic

Hibbs concluded by stressing that prophecy is intended to
steady believers, not frighten them.

“God gave us Bible prophecy to prepare us, not to scare us,”
he said.

According to Hibbs, understanding prophecy anchors Christians
in hope, enabling them to face global uncertainty with
confidence rooted in God'’s proven Word.

James Lasher, a seasoned writer and editor at Charisma Media,
combines faith and storytelling with a background 1in
journalism from Otterbein University and ministry experience
in Guatemala and the LA Dream Center. A Marine Corps and Air
Force veteran, he is the author of The Revelation of Jesus: A
Common Man's Commentary and a contributor
to Charisma magazine.
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Pastor Greg Laurie Warns
Iran-Israel Tensions May Be
‘Foreshadowing’ Biblical
Prophecy

As tensions in the Middle East continue to escalate, Pastor
Greg Laurie is urging Christians to respond with biblical
clarity rather than fear, pointing to Israel'’s central role in
Scripture and the growing significance of Iran in global
events.

In a recent episode of his program, The Greg Laurie Show,
addressing Iran and Israel, Laurie framed current headlines
through the lens of biblical prophecy, emphasizing that while
events may be alarming, they should not surprise believers.

Israel at the Center of Prophecy

Laurie described Israel as “God’'s prophetic time clock,”
arguing that the modern rebirth of the nation marked a major
turning point in biblical history.

“It all starts on May 14, 1948,” Laurie said. “Israel became a
nation. .. When this happened, this would be a sign of the
times and effectively the prophetic time clock would start
ticking.”

Laurie noted that Israel’s return to the land followed
centuries of exile, something he called unprecedented in world
history. He said the Holocaust played a central role 1in
shaping the modern Jewish state, as the Jewish people realized
“no one was going to look out for them” and they needed to
defend themselves.
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Antisemitism and a Spiritual Conflict

Laurie traced modern antisemitism back to Scripture, arguing
that hostility toward the Jewish people is not merely
political but spiritual.

“This hatred against the Jews .. goes back to the Garden of
Eden,” Laurie said, pointing to God’s promise that the Messiah
would come through Israel.

He criticized slogans such as “from the river to the sea,”
saying they amount to a call for Israel’s destruction.
“They’re really saying we don’t want the Jews. We don’t want
them in their land,” Laurie said.

5 Rare Prophetic Events
That Will Trigger a Spiritual Tipping Point

AMANDA GRACE

Order Amanda Grace’s New Book, “Brace For Impact” on
Amazon.com!

Iran’s Ideology and End-Times Beliefs

Laurie warned that Iran’s threat to Israel is driven by more
than geopolitics. He said Iran’'s leadership embraces a form of
Islamic eschatology that views chaos as a pathway to
redemption.
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“They believe the way they will prepare the way for their
Messiah 1is creating chaos,” Laurie said. “And that’'s what
they’'ve been doing for a long time, provoking Israel and the
West.”

Laurie also highlighted Iran’s role in sponsoring terrorist
organizations, noting that the regime has repeatedly expressed
a desire to eliminate Israel.

Ezekiel 38 and a Foreshadowing, Not
Fulfillment

Laurie referenced Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39, which describe a
future invasion of Israel involving Persia, the ancient name
for Iran.

“Is this a fulfillment of what the Bible predicted?” Laurie
asked. “I would classify it as a foreshadowing, not
necessarily a complete fulfillment.”

He added that Russia’s growing alignment with Iran 1is
noteworthy, given that Ezekiel describes Persia marching
alongside Gog, a figure many associate with Russia.

“We’'re seeing things play out today the Bible predicted
thousands of years ago,” Laurie said.

Prophecy Should Prepare, Not Terrify

Despite the sobering nature of the subject, Laurie emphasized
that biblical prophecy is meant to reassure believers.

“Bible prophecy is not given to scare us, but to prepare us,”
he said. “When these things happen, we should not be
terrified, but reassured that God is keeping His promises.”

Laurie urged Christians to remain watchful but calm, quoting
Jesus’ instruction to “look up” rather than panic.



Pray for Peace and Be Ready

Laurie closed by stressing that awareness of prophecy does not
mean hoping for war.

“We don’t want Armageddon to come,” he said. “We want to see
peace in the Middle East. .. The Bible says, ‘Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem.'”

At the same time, he reminded believers that the return of
Christ could happen at any moment.

“There is nothing that needs to happen for the rapture to take
place,” Laurie said. “That’s why the Bible tells us repeatedly
to watch and be ready.”

James Lasher, a seasoned writer and editor at Charisma Media,
combines faith and storytelling with a background 1in
journalism from Otterbein University and ministry experience
in Guatemala and the LA Dream Center. A Marine Corps and Air
Force veteran, he is the author of The Revelation of Jesus: A
Common Man's Commentary and a contributor
to Charisma magazine.

Christian Missionary and US
Marine Veteran Killed 1in
Facebook Marketplace Scam

A U.S. Marine veteran and Christian missionary was killed
during what authorities say was a Facebook Marketplace meetup
that turned into a robbery and shooting, leading to the arrest
of four suspects, including a juvenile.
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Four people have been taken into custody in connection with
the death of Michael Ryan Burke, 42, as reported by The
Christian Post. Police said Burke was shot Jan. 18 at his home
in Columbia, Missouri, after agreeing to sell his iPhone
through the online marketplace.

According to court documents, the suspects allegedly arranged
to buy Burke's iPhone 15 Pro “under false pretenses” as part
of a string of robberies targeting people selling phones
online.

Police identified the adult suspects as 18-year-olds Alexis
Baumann, Kobe Aust and Joseph Crane, along with an
unidentified juvenile. Investigators said Baumann drove the
group to Burke’s home while Crane and the juvenile went inside
armed with pistols.

Baumann later told police she heard three gunshots. Court
records say Crane and the juvenile then ran back to the
vehicle and admitted they had shot Burke and taken his phone.
The stolen device was later sold at a Walmart kiosk, according
to the affidavit.

5 Rare Prophetic Events
That Will Trigger a Spiritual Tipping Point
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Authorities believe the group had carried out at least two
similar robberies in the days leading up to Burke’s death,
using arranged meetups to steal phones and quickly resell
them. In one earlier incident, the juvenile suspect allegedly
threatened a victim, saying, “If you touch me, I’'ll shoot
you,” after taking her phone.

Despite being critically wounded, Burke managed to call 911
and describe his attackers to dispatchers, Fox News reported.
He also sent a final text message to his mother and sister
that read, “Hey, I'm dying and I love you,” according to CBS
affiliate KRCG.

ALl three adult suspects were charged with second-degree
murder, first-degree robbery and first-degree burglary. Crane
also faces charges of armed criminal action and unlawful use
of a weapon, police said.

Burke was a U.S. Marine veteran, a graduate of the University
of Missouri, a former firefighter and a humanitarian who spent
years serving others through missionary work. He had worked in
countries including Uganda, Haiti and Iraq, often alongside
Christian communities and children.

On social media, Burke regularly shared about his faith in
Jesus Christ and the work he believed God had called him to
do. Just days before his death, he posted about partnering
with C3 Church in West Africa, writing, “Grateful to walk this
journey and witness what God is doing. To God be the glory.”

Friends and readers alike have since pointed to Burke'’s life
of service and faith, remembering him not for the violence
that ended his life, but for the purpose and conviction with
which he lived it.

James Lasher, a seasoned writer and editor at Charisma Media,
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Iowa Man Stops Trump During
Restaurant Visit With
Unexpected Spiritual Request

President Donald Trump paused during a restaurant stop in Iowa
after a patron made an unscripted request that quickly turned
into a public moment of prayer, underscoring a growing
emphasis on faith, national repentance and spiritual
protection as the nation approaches its 250th anniversary.

Video shared on X by White House aide Margo Martin shows the
exchange unfolding inside the Machine Shed restaurant, where a
man from the crowd addressed the president directly before his
remarks near Des Moines.

Patron in Machine Shed restaurant in Iowa prays over
President Trump [O00 pic.twitter.com/00G4ulUZOv5

— Margo Martin (@MargoMartin47) January 27, 2026

“Can I pray for you real quick?” the man asked.

“Absolutely! Come on. Let’s go,” Trump replied, bowing his
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head as the prayer began.

The brief prayer, as reported by Fox News, thanked God for the
president and asked for wisdom, discernment, peace and
protection, drawing audible participation from others in the
restaurant.

“Lord God, we give thanks for this president,” the man prayed.
“Lord, thank you for him and the potential. Thank you for
continuing wisdom, we pray for discernment. Pray for hope, we
pray for more peace, Lord.”

Several in the crowd responded with “Amens” as the prayer
concluded, followed by applause and words of praise, including
“Amen” and “Praise God.”

The unscripted moment occurred as Trump made a stop at the
Iowa restaurant before delivering a speech in the Des Moines
area, kicking off his 2026 midterm campaign efforts.

However, a crucial portion of the prayer, difficult to hear in
the video and not included in Fox News’ written account, adds
significant spiritual and theological weight to the moment.
Near the end of the prayer, the man also asked God for
protection “against the world, battles of the flesh and all
principalities,” 1language drawn directly from biblical
teachings on spiritual warfare.
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For many Christians, the reference to “principalities” is not
symbolic rhetoric but a clear acknowledgment of unseen
spiritual forces that Scripture teaches are actively opposed
to God’s purposes and those in positions of authority. The
phrase mirrors New Testament warnings that leadership is not
merely contested on political or ideological grounds but
within a broader spiritual battlefield.

The inclusion of that line 1is particularly striking given that
Trump has faced multiple attempts on his life, underscoring
why prayers for protection extend beyond physical security to
spiritual covering. For believers, asking God to guard a
national leader against both visible threats and unseen forces
reflects a conviction that the challenges facing leadership
are multidimensional.

The prayer moment also aligns with a broader White House
initiative encouraging national prayer and spiritual re-
dedication ahead of America’s 250th anniversary.

In a statement released by the administration, Trump
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encouraged Americans to pray for the nation and its people,
saying the country has long been “sustained and strengthened
by prayer.”

As the milestone approaches, Trump urged Americans to
“rededicate ourselves to one nation under God,” calling for
reflection not only on the country’s founding but on 1its
spiritual foundations.
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Why the Apocalyptic ‘Messiah’
Narrative and Doomsday Clock
Hype Fall Apart When Compared
to Scripture

A resurfaced poem written more than a century ago by Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is being framed by the Daily Mail as a
chilling prophetic warning for the modern world. The article
describes Ahmad as an apocalyptic figure whose words are now
being interpreted by some as foreshadowing World War III and
global catastrophe.

But for readers grounded in Scripture, the reaction is far
less dramatic.
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We have heard all of this before.

According to the article, Ahmad warned that, “Suddenly, a
quake will severely shake, mortals, trees, mountains and seas,
all. In the twinkling of an eye, the land shall turn over,
streams of blood will flow like rivers of water.” Elsewhere,
he claimed, “There will be death on such a large scale that
streams of blood will flow. Even birds and grazing animals
will not escape this death.”

None of this language is new. None of it is unique. And none
of it originated with Ahmad.

Earthquakes, global war, bloodshed, fear among nations and
even the suffering of animals are all themes already laid out
plainly in the Bible, written centuries earlier. Jesus Himself
warned of earthquakes “in various places” and of nations
rising against nations (Matt. 24:7, MEV). The book of
Revelation describes widespread death, cosmic disturbance and
global fear in far more explicit terms than anything found in
Ahmad’s poetry.

What Ahmad did was not uncover hidden truth. He borrowed
biblical imagery, stripped it from its Christ-centered context
and repackaged it as a warning tied to himself.

That distinction matters.
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The Daily Mail notes that Ahmad claimed divine authority and
that his followers believe he was “divinely appointed as the
guided leader expected in Islamic End Times prophecies.”

This alone places his claims outside the biblical narrative.
Scripture is unambiguous that God’'s final revelation came
through Jesus Christ and that no new messianic figure would
follow Him (Heb. 1:1-2).

Jesus also issued a direct warning that applies precisely to
moments like this.

“For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and
will deceive many” (Matt. 24:5).

False prophetic figures do not usually invent new ideas. They
reuse familiar language, especially language rooted 1in
Scripture, because it already carries weight. The deception
comes not from originality but from misdirection.

Ahmad’s writings repeatedly frame global catastrophe as a
response to the world’s rejection of him. In one of his books,
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he wrote that a “warner came unto the world, but the world
accepted him not,” suggesting disasters would follow that
rejection.

The Bible never supports this framework.

Judgment in Scripture comes because humanity rejects God, not
because it dismisses a modern religious figure. The only
rejected messenger whose rejection carries cosmic consequence
is Jesus Christ Himself (John 1:11). No later claimant 1is
given that authority.

The article also leans heavily on modern speculation, tying
Ahmad’s references to the “Czar of Russia” to present-day
geopolitical tensions. Yet even the Daily Mail concedes
skepticism, noting that Russia no longer has a czar and that
some followers believe the prophecy referred to regional
earthquakes in India before Ahmad’s death.

This kind of ambiguity is another hallmark of false prophetic
claims. Biblical prophecy, when specific, is clear. It does
not rely on retroactive reinterpretation or constantly
shifting applications to remain relevant.

The article closes by linking the renewed interest in Ahmad’s
poem to the approaching update of the Doomsday Clock, which
currently sits at 85 seconds to midnight.

The Doomsday Clock is not biblical. It is not scientific
prophecy. It is a symbolic device designed to provoke anxiety,
not understanding. It has no authority, no predictive power
and no theological meaning. Its sole function is to stir fear
in people willing to believe that a man-made clock can measure
the end of the world.

Scripture already tells believers how to interpret the times.
“See that you are not deceived,” Jesus warned (Luke 21:8).

That instruction is especially relevant when media outlets



resurrect non-biblical prophetic claims and frame them as
ominous signs of impending doom. Christians are not called to
panic. We are called to discern.

The test is simple. When a claim sounds familiar, it is worth
asking why. If the language echoes Scripture but removes
Christ from the center, it 1is not prophecy. It is imitation.

In days when fear sells and headlines thrive on apocalyptic
tension, we as Christians must know what the Bible actually
says, compare every claim against it and refuse to be shaken
by recycled warnings dressed up as new revelation.

The Bible already told us these things would come. It also
told us who alone holds the future.
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