5 Surprising Facts About the
Rise 1n Exorcism Requests

In a recent episode of “The Playing With Fire Podcast,” Mike
Signorelli, senior pastor of V1 Church in New York City,
discussed the concept of exorcism from a biblical perspective
and shed light on the increasing demand for deliverance
ministry in today’s society.

Despite skepticism surrounding possession in the modern era,
both faith leaders and practitioners have witnessed a surge 1in
individuals seeking deliverance and spiritual healing.

Signorelli pointed out the overwhelming number of requests for
exorcism within the Catholic Church, leading to a reported
“system failure” within Catholicism due to the inability to
meet the demand. He attributed this rise to the proliferation
of occult practices and the mainstream acceptance of New Age
spirituality, which he believes exposes people to spiritual
dangers and potential evil.

Here are four surprising facts about deliverance from evil
spirits in today’s society according to Pastor Signorelli:

1. Deliverance, often used interchangeably with exorcism,
is the act of Jesus expelling unclean spirits from
individuals, extending the ministry of Jesus through His
followers. “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and
is baptized will be saved. But he who does not believe
will be condemned. These signs will accompany those who
believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will
speak with new tongues,'” (Mark 16:15-17).

2. Not all individuals who claim to be Christians have
truly internalized the transformative power of the
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gospel, leaving them susceptible to struggles with the
demonic realm. Deliverance 1is necessary for those who
have not fully embraced and repented of their sins.

3. The process of deliverance involves cultivating a life
permeated by the Holy Spirit, hosting His presence in a
personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
This agitates evil and exposes its presence, leading to
freedom and healing. “You are the light of the world. A
city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
men light a candle and put it under a basket, but on a
candlestick. And it gives light to all who are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father who is in
heaven,” (Matt. 5:14-16).

4. Genuine repentance and closing doors to sin are
essential to avoid the need for deliverance, as
demonstrated by the contrasting examples of David and
Saul in the Bible. “Therefore submit yourselves to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you,” (James
4:7).

Signorelli shared powerful testimonies from his ministry,
recounting instances where individuals experienced profound
transformation after receiving deliverance. One woman, who had
suffered from years of incessant ringing in her ears, found
relief and joy after her deliverance session when the ringing
completely ceased.

As the demand for deliverance continues to rise, Signorelli
encourages Christians to recognize the spiritual warfare at
play and engage in practices that invite the Holy Spirit’s
presence, ultimately bringing freedom and healing to those in
need.

James Lasher is Staff Writer for Charisma Media.



Holy Spirit Strengthens
Underground Church in China
Amid Persecution

Having faced backlash in his home country due to his
opposition to President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and support of
exiled Fethullah Gulen, Kanter Freedom understands the value
of freedom and democracy. In 2019, Turkey even sought an
international arrest warrant for him, falsely accusing him of
being associated with a terrorist organization.

Earlier this year, Kanter Freedom revealed that there was a
$500,000 bounty on his head, making him one of Turkey’s most-
wanted individuals. He has been a vocal critic of the Biden
administration for its collaboration with Turkey’s government
while failing to address the country’s human rights abuses.

Cloud, undeterred by the criticism she received, spoke out
again on Saturday, challenging her detractors to offer more
substantial arguments than simply suggesting she should “move
to Russia or China.”

As reported by Fox News, Cloud went on a tirade against any
and all of her critics, diving headlong into the morass of
intersectionality and critical race theories that have
deceived millions across the country:

“Y'all tired of me saying your racist. IM TIRED OF YALL BEING
RACIST.

“You don’t know me or my heart. But you still hate me
immediately for the color of my skin, being gay, and being a
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woman."”

Cloud then had a message for “my religion weaponizers,”
adding, “y’all the people that killed Jesus.”

The Supreme Court’s rulings last week included the rejection
of race as a factor in college admissions, citing it as a
violation of the 14th Amendment’s equal protection clause.

James Lasher is Staff Writer for Charisma Media.

Holy Spirit’s Fire Igniting
Hearts at SoCal Harvest
Crusade

The SoCal Harvest Crusade, a highly anticipated annual event
held at the Honda Center in Anaheim, California, witnessed an
extraordinary outpouring of faith as thousands of individuals
responded to the call of Jesus Christ.

Over the course of two nights, the crusade drew a crowd of
16,000 attendees within the packed arena, while an additional
47,000 people participated in the event through online
streaming.

Organized by Pastor Greg Laurie of Harvest Christian
Fellowship, this soul-winning gathering has become a
significant spiritual milestone, having been conducted for 34
consecutive years. With an astounding track record of 121
Crusade events conducted worldwide, Pastor Laurie expressed
gratitude for the immense reach of over 6 million people and
the incredible number of over 600,000 professions of faith
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resulting from these outreaches.

The central message of the SoCal Harvest Crusade was the
immeasurable love of God and the ultimate sacrifice made by
Jesus Christ. Pastor Laurie passionately declared that it was
not the nails that held Christ to the cross, but rather, it
was love—love for every individual present, including those
joining the event online. He emphasized the profound truth
that Jesus would have willingly gone to the cross and suffered
for the sake of any single person on Earth, demonstrating an
unparalleled depth of love that defies comprehension.

“Nails did not hold Jesus Christ to the cross 2000 year ago-
Love did!” Here’s a little clip from my message last night at
the Harvest Crusade at the Honda Center. We are there tonight
as well. The title of tonight’s message is “Good News In A
Bad World”. It starts at 6:00PM. Get..

— Greg Laurie (@greglaurie) July 2, 2023

Pastor Laurie aptly concluded the crusade with an empowering
message titled “Good News In A Bad World,” shedding light on
the importance of hope and positivity in a world filled with
negativity.

The worship experience during the SoCal Harvest Crusade was
enriched by stirring performances by renowned Christian music
artists, including Michael W. Smith, Chris Tomlin, Phil
Wickham and Taya Gaukrodger. Their heartfelt melodies and
lyrics created an atmosphere for encountering the presence of
God, further enhancing the spiritual impact of the event.

Worshipping with @christomlin and 16,000 people.
A taste of Heaven!

— Greg Laurie (@greglaurie) July 3, 2023



Looking ahead, Harvest Christian Fellowship is preparing for
an eagerly anticipated “Jesus Revolution” church-wide baptism
scheduled at Pirates Cove in Corona Del Mar, CA.

Important Update! Due to the overwhelming response to our
upcoming Jesus Revolution baptism at Pirate’s Cove Beach, we
have moved the baptism to Saturday, July 8, at 8:00 AM.

The immense response from individuals desiring to be baptized
1s genuinely remarkable!

— Greg Laurie (@greglaurie) June 14, 2023

This momentous event reflects the overwhelming response from
individuals desiring to be baptized, serving as a tangible
manifestation of the revival taking place within their hearts
and minds. The chosen location holds a special significance,
as it witnessed the transformative baptisms of numerous
believers during the Jesus Revolution, making it the perfect
setting for this church-wide baptism event.

The SoCal Harvest Crusade continues to serve as a catalyst for
revival and spiritual renewal, leaving an indelible mark on
the lives of Christians throughout Southern California and
beyond. As individuals encounter the person of Jesus Christ,
their lives are forever changed, igniting a passion to spread
the Good News and participate in the ongoing revival that has
the potential to impact countless lives around the world.

James Lasher is Staff Writer for Charisma Media.




Revival Fires Expected to
Ignite at Parousia Event 1in
Virginia

A sense of anticipation fills the air as nearly 2,000

individuals have already registered for the Parousia Encounter
Conference in Virginia.

This two-day event, scheduled for July 21-22, 2023, promises
to be a life-transforming experience filled with prayer,
worship and the expectation of miraculous healings.

The Parousia Encounter Conference, hosted by Apostle Demontae
Edmonds, the founder of Destiny for the Nations, and Pastor
Nina Anderson of The Wells Ministries, seeks to ignite a
greater passion for serving Jesus among attendees.

Edmonds, known as “The Miracle Man,” has witnessed the Holy
Spirit moving powerfully during his international meetings.

He has recounted stories of limbs growing back and the blind
receiving their sight in India. These creative miracles,
Edmonds believes, are evidence of Jesus’ living and real
existence. The Virginia Parousia event is expected to witness
similar supernatural occurrences, drawing attendees into an
encounter with God’s tangible presence.

Joseph Stallings, a dedicated worship leader collaborating
with Edmonds’ ministry, expressed his desire to see
individuals reconnecting with the Lord and experiencing His
presence. Stallings emphasized the significance of unity
through a deep connection with God and invited everyone to
participate in wushering His glory during the Virginia
Parousia.

“My desire is to see people have an encounter with the Lord
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and reconnect any severed ties they may have with Him. It’s
important to have a connection because it brings unity. I pray
all join in as we usher in his presence together. Let his
glory fall at the Virginia Parousia!” says Stallings.

Beyond the anticipated miracles and worship, the Parousia
Encounter Conference highlights the vital role of media in
today’s culture.

In a past interview with Charisma magazine, Edmonds stressed
the need for believers to strategically occupy media platforms
and present an image of Christ that brings transformation to
people’s lives. By doing so, they can shield others from false
doctrines, distractions and ungodly influences.

Edmonds strongly believes that there is a spiritual battle in
the realm of media. He explained how Satan, the prince of the
power of the air, seeks to negatively influence individuals
through various media streams, hindering their faith, prayer
life and relationship with God. By intentionally and
strategically engaging with media, believers can counter these
influences and bring the message of Christ to wider audiences.

Reflecting on his own journey as a vessel of God’s Word,
Edmonds recounted the powerful experience of prophesying to
high-ranking officials in the Pentagon. Overcoming initial
reservations, he witnessed the impact of God’s word,
accurately delivered to receptive hearts. Edmonds encouraged
believers to step out of their comfort zones, embracing
untraditional places as avenues for bringing God’s presence
and message.

Here are three Bible verses that prepare the way of the Lord
in preparation for revival:

1. Psalm 34:8 — “0 taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him.”

2. Isaiah 43:19 — “Behold, I will do a new thing; now it
shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will even



make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”

3. Matthew 19:26 — “But Jesus looked at them and said,
‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things
are possible."'”

As the Parousia Encounter Conference approaches, participants
eagerly anticipate encountering the tangible presence of God,
witnessing miraculous healings and experiencing personal
transformation. The event holds the potential for lives to be
forever changed and for the glory of God to resound throughout
Virginia.

With thousands expected to attend, the event is poised to be a
monumental gathering where the power of prayer, worship and
miracles will be on display. As believers gather to seek God’s
presence, they anticipate a revival that will impact their
lives and the surrounding community.

James Lasher is Staff Writer for Charisma Media.

Pastor Steven Furtick'’s
Elevation Megachurch Severs
Ties with SBC

In a recent blow to the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC),
Elevation Church, one of its prominent congregations, has made
the decision to withdraw its affiliation with the
denomination. This development comes less than a month after
the expulsion of Saddleback Church for having women pastors.

Elevation Church, known for its multiple campuses and
influential role in contemporary Christian worship music,
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formally notified the SBC of its withdrawal on June 26.

The church’s correspondence did not explicitly state the
reason behind the decision. Notably, Elevation Pastor Steven
Furtick’s wife, Holly Furtick, delivers sermons to both men
and women at the church and shares links to her messages on
her website.

Letter from @ElevationChurch withdrawing from SBC references
Credentials Committee. Has a complaint been filed on them?

“Should your Credentials Committee decide to make this
decision by Elevation public, we will only respond with a
copy of this letter in anyone inquiring..”

— SBC Platform (@TheSBCPlatform) June 30, 2023

According to the denomination’s statement of faith, the
Baptist Faith and Message, the position of a pastor 1is
reserved for qualified men. Prominent leaders within the
Southern Baptist community have emphasized the inseparable
connection between preaching and the role of a pastor.

During the SBC’s annual meeting earlier in June,
representatives overwhelmingly affirmed the expulsion of
Saddleback Church, founded by Rick Warren, and Fern Creek
Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky. These churches, along
with three others, had appealed their removal by the SBC’s
Executive Committee due to their inclusion of women pastors.

The Executive Committee received the Elevation Church’s
withdrawal notice, which was made public by the SBC’s official
news service, Baptist Press. The church asserted that its
beliefs are closely aligned with those of Southern Baptists
and that there are no plans to alter this stance. Elevation
Church’s decision to sever ties with the convention 1is
effective immediately.



In addition to the withdrawal, SBC representatives conducted a
preliminary vote during the annual meeting to amend the SBC
constitution. The proposed amendment would require
participating churches to have exclusively qualified men
serving as pastors or elders.

Established in 2006, Elevation Church, headquartered in
Matthews, North Carolina, boasts multiple campuses throughout
the Charlotte area, as well as in neighboring states and
Canada. According to the Outreach 100 survey conducted by
Outreach magazine, the church averaged 26,000 weekly
worshippers in 2022, ranking as the seventh-largest Protestant
church in terms of attendance.

Internal records of the SBC indicate that in 2021, the church
had an average attendance of 10,185. Discrepancies between the
church’s attendance figures and those of the denomination may
be attributed to variations in counting online worshippers in
the post-pandemic era.

Elevation Church has also gained recognition for its extensive
repertoire of worship music, which has significantly
influenced the contemporary Christian music landscape. The
church’s affiliated music ministry, Elevation Worship, has
been honored with six Dove Awards, including the coveted “Song
of the Year” for their uplifting anthem, “The Blessing,” which
went viral during the 2020 pandemic lockdown.

Scott Thumma, a seasoned researcher focusing on megachurches,
suggests that Elevation Church’s decision aligns with the
SBC’s firm stance against Rick Warren’s appeal. Warren had
expressed the belief that Baptists should be able to hold
differing opinions on matters such as women in ministry while
still collaborating on missions and evangelism.

Thumma speculates that Elevation’s departure might serve as a
catalyst for other churches to follow suit, rather than
waiting for the SBC to initiate their removal.



The Southern Baptist Convention has experienced a steady
decline in membership over the past two decades, although it
remains the largest Protestant denomination in the United
States. Lifeway Research statistics released earlier this year
reveal a membership decrease to 13.2 million in 2022, the
lowest level since the late 1970s, with long-term declines in
baptism rates as well.

James Lasher is Staff Writer for Charisma Media.

‘The Office’ Star Rainn
Wilson Exposes Hollywood's
‘Anti-Christian Bias’

Rainn Wilson, widely known for his iconic portrayal of Dwight
Schrute in the popular NBC sitcom The Office, has raised
concerns about what he perceives as a prevailing ‘anti-
Christian bias’ in Hollywood.

During a recent episode of the podcast No Small Endeavor,
hosted by theologian Lee C. Camp, Wilson expressed his belief
that discussions about faith make individuals in Tinseltown
uneasy. He boldly stated, “Frankly, I think it unsettles
people. Talking about God is perhaps the least fashionable
thing one can do, particularly among comedians in Hollywood.”

This is not the first time the 57-year-old actor has spoken
out on this issue. In a tweet shared in mid-March, Wilson
acknowledged the negative perception of Christianity in much
of Hollywood:

I do think there is an anti-Christian bias in Hollywood. As
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soon as the David character in “The Last of Us”

started reading from the Bible I knew that he was going to be
a horrific villain. Could there be a Bible-reading preacher
on a show who is actually loving and kind?

— RainnWilson (@rainnwilson) March 11, 2023

“I do believe there is an underlying bias against Christianity
in Hollywood,” he declared. “The moment the character David in
‘The Last of Us’ began reading passages from the Bible, I knew
he would be portrayed as a horrific villain. Could there be a
Bible-reading preacher on a show who is actually loving and
kind?”

Wilson raised a pertinent question, pondering whether it would
be possible for a television show to feature a Bible-reading
preacher who embodies love and kindness. It is worth noting,
however, that despite his comments about Christianity, Wilson
himself does not identify as a Christian but rather follows
the Baha’i faith, a monotheistic religion originating from
19th-century Iran.

Support for Wilson’s concerns regarding the perception of the
Gospel in Hollywood comes from Australian actor Nathaniel
Buzolic, who proudly identifies as a Christian. Buzolic
recently shared a thought-provoking message on Instagram,
shedding light on why some find the Gospel offensive.

Accompanied by a graphic, Buzolic’s post read, “The Gospel 1is
not about inclusivity; it is about extending an invitation to
all.” In the caption, the “Vampire Diaries” star added, “The
Gospel challenges those who resist 1living under God’'s
authority. Many are called, but few are chosen.”

These statements from both Wilson and Buzolic shed light on
the perceived hurdles faced by Christians in Hollywood. They
emphasize the need for greater acceptance and understanding of



diverse religious perspectives within the entertainment
industry. As discussions surrounding faith continue to provoke
discomfort in certain circles, it remains crucial to foster an
environment that encourages open dialogue and respect for all
beliefs.

James Lasher is Staff Writer for Charisma Media.

Marcus Rogers: 5 Key
Spiritual Lessons for
Independence Day

As Americans celebrate Independence Day on July 4th, it 1is
essential to reflect not only on the historical significance
of this day but also on the spiritual aspects that underpin
the freedoms and values cherished in the nation.

In a recent interview, Charisma News sat down with Pastor
Marcus Rogers, a military veteran and influential YouTube
minister as well as pastor of Firehouse Church in Chicago,
Illinois, several key takeaways emerged, reminding us of the
importance of gratitude, unity and our dependence on God in
the pursuit of true independence.

Here are five essential lessons from the conversation:

Service is a Privilege: Rogers hails from a military family
background and emphasizes the pride and honor associated with
serving one’s country. Just as the Founding Fathers fought for
independence, military service embodies the selflessness and
dedication required to uphold the freedoms and values
established by America’s forefathers.
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“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thess. 5:18). Rogers reminds
believers in America to appreciate the privilege of living in
a country where service is seen as an honor.

Unity is Beautiful: Rogers shares his experience of serving
alongside fellow soldiers from various backgrounds,
representing every corner of America. He highlights the
profound beauty of coming together as one, overcoming
differences and working as a united group to protect the
nation and its freedoms.

“Be eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace” (Eph. 4:3). Rogers underscores the importance of unity,
reminding Americans of the strength that lies in embracing
teamwork and working toward a common goal.

Gratitude for Freedom: Serving in war-torn regions like Iraq
and Afghanistan allowed Rogers to witness firsthand the stark
contrast between the privileges enjoyed in America and the
lack of freedom experienced by those in oppressed countries.
His return to American soil brought an overwhelming sense of
appreciation for the freedoms often taken for granted.

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him”
(Col. 3:17). Rogers encourages believers to express gratitude
for the blessings of 1living in a country that values
individual liberties and affords opportunities for growth and
prosperity.

Importance of Free Speech: Rogers addresses the increasing
challenges and restrictions faced by those with differing
viewpoints, urging believers to exercise their right to free
speech while it is still available. He emphasizes the need for
alternative avenues to express beliefs and ideas.

“Let no unwholesome word proceed out of your mouth, but only
that which is good for building up, that it may give grace to



the listeners” (Eph. 4:29). This verse highlights the
responsibility to use free speech wisely, adhering to biblical
principles of building up and encouraging others.

Dependence on God: Rogers addressed the importance of
recognizing our dependence on God, reminding believers that
true independence lies 1in embracing our reliance on the
Creator.

“‘For in Him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of
your own poets have said, ‘We are His offspring.'” (Acts
17:28). Rogers encourages individuals to seek God’s guidance
and acknowledge His sovereignty, understanding that true
independence comes from surrendering to His will.

These key takeaways serve as a reminder of the cherished
freedoms and values upon which the nation was founded. They
inspire a spirit of gratitude, unity and reliance on God,
encouraging citizens to honor the past, embrace the present
and shape a brighter future that glorifies the Lord in all we
say and do.

James Lasher is Staff Writer for Charisma Media.

Minister’s Heretical ‘Sparkle
Creed’ Sparks Controversy and
Criticism

A Lutheran minister has sparked controversy and captured

public attention with a recitation of a heretical “Sparkle
Creed” during a recent church service.

Anna Helgen,co-pastor at Edina Community Lutheran Church in
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Minneapolis, Minnesota, led the <congregation 1in the
recitation, which has drawn criticism for its departure from
biblical teachings.

In this creed, Helgen proclaimed her belief in a nonbinary
God, assigning plural pronouns to the divine. Such a portrayal
deviates from the biblical understanding of God’s nature and
character. The Scriptures clearly refer to God in masculine
terms and emphasize the unity and oneness of the divine being
(John 1:18, 1 Cor. 8:0).

Helgen'’s creed also depicts Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as
having two fathers and donning a fabulous tunic.

These assertions deviate from the orthodox Christian
understanding of Jesus as the only begotten Son of God,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
Scripture affirms Jesus’ unique relationship with God the
Father, not a shared fatherhood with two individuals (Matt.
26:39, John 1:14). Furthermore, there is no biblical basis for
the assertion of a fabulous tunic worn by Jesus; this notion
appears to be a product of personal imagination rather than
scriptural truth.

Full video here:

— Matt Lamb (@MattLamb22) June 29, 2023

The Sparkle Creed also includes a reference to the rainbow
spirit, which is presented as shattering the image of one
white light and refracting it into a diverse rainbow.

While diversity is a characteristic of creation, this creed
overlooks the biblical significance of the rainbow as a sign
of God’s covenant with Noah and all humankind. It 1is
concerning that this creed seems to suggest that diversity
alone should supersede the importance of God’s covenantal
promises.



The creed continues with a portrayal of the church as a
congregation of everyday saints, rooted in mud and captivated
by wonder. While it is true that believers are called to be
holy and set apart for God’s purposes, the use of language in
this creed seems to downplay the unique role of Christ as the
Savior and mediator between God and humanity.

The emphasis on creativity and resilience must not overshadow
the centrality of Jesus Christ and His redemptive work.

The creed continues with the mantra “love is love is love 1is
love,” which reduces the biblical concept of love to a mere
repetition of words. The Bible teaches that love is a
multifaceted concept, encompassing sacrificial love,
selflessness and obedience to God’s commandments. It 1is
important to understand and adhere to the biblical principles
of love, rather than reducing it to a simplistic slogan (1
John 4:16).

Following Helgen’s prayer for various causes, another pastor
named Jeff Sartain offered a prayer that further departed from
biblical teachings.

But wait, there’s more.

— Matt Lamb (@MattLamb22) June 29, 2023

Sartain’s prayer portrayed Jesus as living among marginalized
groups, specifically mentioning Black trans women and babies
born into the care of lesbian women. While it is essential to
show compassion and care for all individuals, this portrayal
seems to equate personal experiences and identities with the
divine presence of Christ.

The Bible affirms that Jesus is present with believers through
the Holy Spirit, but it does not endorse the idea that Jesus
manifests Himself exclusively in specific social contexts or
identities.



The Sparkle Creed and the prayers offered at the ECLC service
are reflective of the church’'s 1liberal stance, which
prioritizes progressive values over adherence to biblical
teachings. The church’s self-proclaimed mission to make a
difference in the world should not come at the expense of
compromising the fundamental truths of the Christian faith.

For faithful believers, it is vital to critically examine
teachings and practices that deviate from biblical teachings.
The apostle Paul admonishes the church in Galatia to “Examine
all things. Firmly hold onto what is good” (1 Thess. 5:21).
When confronted with teachings that contradict the Word of
God, it is a Christian’s responsibility to lovingly correct
and guide those who have been led astray, following the
example set by the apostles in the early church.

James Lasher is staff writer for Charisma Media.



