Waging Spiritual Warfare on
Carnal Lusts

You know all too well that you are in a spiritual war against
principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world
and spiritual wickedness in high places. But have you ever
considered that you are also in a spiritual war against your
own carnal lusts?

When Paul said we don’t wrestle against flesh and blood (Eph.
6:12), he did not mean that we don’t wrestle against fleshly
temptations. Indeed, we know that carnal lusts war against our
soul (1 Peter 2:11). We have to engage in this battle in order
to walk out the victory we already have in Christ. We have to
declare war on carnal lusts or we may wind up buffeting the
air in the name of Jesus while the enemy has his wicked way in
our lives.

Before you dismiss this article because you aren’t living in
immorality, consider that carnal lusts include more than
sexual sin. Vine'’s Dictionary defines lust as a “strong
desire” of any kind. Although the Bible uses lust in a
positive context three times, the Word of God most often
describes it as a root of sin. Lust is associated with pride,
greed and other strong desires that lead us out of God’s will.

Opening Your Eyes to
Spiritual Deception

Medical doctors call it Usher syndrome. It’s a disorder that
causes deafness and gradual loss of sight.
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You may have heard about it in the news in recent years.
Jacob, the 9-year-old son of star horse jockey Kent
Desormeaux, 1is suffering from the disease. Jacob 1is
progressively going blind, and more quickly than anticipated.
Doctors say one day he may not be able to see at all.

As a parent, this tears at my heart. I can’t even imagine this
father’s pain, watching as his son slowly but surely loses his
senses of sight and hearing; realizing his son will soon be
unable to hear his voice or see his smiling face. But this
natural example also awakened my spirit to the Father’s pain
in watching some of His own children slowly but surely lose
their senses of sight and hearing—through spiritual deception.

Like Usher syndrome, deception is progressive. I don’t believe
people move from worshipping God to worshipping angels
overnight, for example. Nor do I believe one leaps from the
practical study of biblical types and shadows to practicing
occultism quickly. It starts with a little erroneous fox. Just
as the Word of God warns us how one sin can lead to another
sin (read: David and Bathsheba) it is also true that one error
can lead us into another error. One wrong belief can cause us
to believe many wrong things.

Miami Church Eyes the Future
With 2020 Vision

[x] Rich Wilkerson has 2020 Vision-the name of his goal to
reach 100,000 souls for Christ before 2020 by planting
satellite campuses of Trinity Church across South Florida.

With its Miami Gardens facility jammed to capacity with four
weekend services that minister to more than 4,000 members—and
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with a fast-growth online campus reaching about 500 people a
week—Trinity returned to its roots by reopening its original
church building in September.

“We’ve been crying for space,” Wilkerson says. “My cousin,
David Wilkerson, used to tell me to put all my eggs in one
basket and then guard that basket with my life. He said you
can never be dynamic until you become specific. So we're
reopening our original campus and we plan to launch on South
Beach or midtown Miami next, God willing.”

‘Charisma’ Article Inspires
‘Safe House’' for Girls

Carl Keyes has been working tirelessly to change the lives of
individuals and communities around the world for decades. Now
the founder of Aid for the World, an international [y
humanitarian-aid organization, is spearheading a project of

a different kind in his own backyard: a safe house for young
girls rescued from the sex-slave industry.

“I get hundreds of emails every week from people that need
help,” Keyes says. “0f course, I can’t help everybody, but
when I read an email about a woman who was trying to rescue
girls from forced prostitution and needed help renovating a
historic home to house them, it felt right,” he adds, noting
that the woman, Debbie Colton, had read about his organization
in Charisma and decided to pursue his help.

“What has happened to these girls is not even human. Family
members or boyfriends get young girls hooked on drugs, they
are chained to a bed, and 25 to 30 times a day a man comes
into their room for sex,” Keyes says. “When Debbie told me
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about this, I hit the ground crying and praying. I had to do
something.”

How to Get Revenge on Your
Enemies

Throughout history, people have quipped about revenge.
Filmmaker Alfred Hitchcock liked to say, “Revenge is sweet and
not fattening.” Edward Gibbon believed, “Revenge 1is
profitable, gratitude is expensive.” And you’ve probably heard
it said, “I'm back with a vengeance.”-

I have to admit it. I’'ve been tempted to take vengeance on
those who have wronged me. I could take justified legal action
to collect 12 years of unpaid child support and have enough
money to go on an extravagant European vacation. I could
justifiably file suit against the brother in Christ who ran
off on Christmas Eve with $10,000 of my cash, never finishing
the job he was paid for and leaving me with one toilet, no
shower and no kitchen. I could expose those who have spread
malicious lies about me and bring them to public shame.

Yes, I’'ve been tempted to take revenge. But the Lord makes it
emphatically clear that vengeance belongs to Him—and He will
repay (Romans 12:19). Despite the emotions that rose up when I
was wronged, I ultimately believe God’s vengeance will work
out better for me than any forceful yet feeble attempt I could
make to even the score. God sees everything. That’'s why I
reject the quips of Hitchcock and Gibbon in favor of the idea
that Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius offered, “The best revenge
is to be unlike him who performed the injury.”
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Unlock Increase in Your Life
With the Key of Finishing

Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end,
the Author and Finisher of our faith. Notice that Jesus is the
Finisher. He always finishes what He starts—and He wants us to
finish the God-inspired initiatives we start, too.

To be sure, one of the keys of the kingdom is the “key of
finishing.” It unlocks the blessing of increase and is a clear
manifestation of kingship.

Jesus 1is our example. Jesus was always concerned about
finishing the work His Father sent Him to do. He saw the
blessing on the other side of finishing. He had His eyes on
the prize—the blessing—that came after He finished.

Dealing With Demons From Your
Past

Don’t look back—unless you need to deal with demons from your
past that continue to pull you out of God’s will and into sin.

Some of us have dramatic testimonies of how God delivered us
from dark places into which even your typical sinner doesn’t
venture. But if we aren’t truly free from the demonic
influences that held us in bondage, we could fall back into
the snare of the enemy once again. We are forgiven from our
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past sins, but sometimes we must deal with our past demons.

I'm a big advocate of not looking back. Unless I'm sharing my
testimony to help another, I don’t talk much about the past.
After all, I'm a new creature in Christ. The old Jennifer has
passed away. I was crucified with Christ and I am no longer
living for myself. I am letting Christ live His life through
me. My position in Christ is clearly spelled out in the Word
of God, but that doesn’t mean when I got saved I was
immediately delivered from demons of the past that plagued my
soul. I'm not talking about character flaws or immaturity. I'm
talking about demonic strongholds like drug use that, left
unchecked, would have ultimately destroyed me.

United We Stand (With Israel)

Christian ministries supporting God’s chosen nation in hour of
need

When God told Abraham, “I will bless those who bless you, and
I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3), He meant it.
History is rich with examples of God’s blessing on nations
that support Israel and judgment on nations that do not.

Although all Christians are called to support Israel-after
all, salvation is of the Jews (John 4:22)-some ministries have
answered a special call to stand with Israel. Though they may
take different approaches—some have launched prayer networks,
others have set up headquarters in Jerusalem to help Jews
there and still others lobby Congress—they have risen up to
obey Scripture.

Ministry to Israel encourages Christians to get involved in
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what God 1is doing in Israel today. The 23-year-old U.S.
ministry has established a prayer network, as well as a
Jerusalem Support Center that works with new immigrants there
to provide food, clothing and medical assistance.

Has ‘Prosperity’ Hit Hard
Times?

The solution for U.S. money woes 1isn’t ‘prosperity gospel,’
charismatics say

When Standard & Poor’s downgraded the United States’ credit [y
rating, it sent the Dow Jones Industrial Average into a
tailspin. That, combined with America’s more than $14.5
trillion national debt and Europe’s growing financial woes,
have caused charismatic Christian leaders to stand up and
speak out—-and they aren’t preaching a “prosperity gospel”
message.

Indeed, international evangelist Perry Stone says Americans
better get used to major changes in the country and prepare
accordingly. That, he says, 1s because the America we have
known is changing. “We were promised in the 2008 election that
America would fundamentally change,” Stone says. “America 1is
changing, although I am not convinced this is the fundamental
change most people had in mind.”
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Digital Tools Build a Dream

Technology is the key to growth for Vision 2020’s global-
discipleship project

Call it the Jesus movie of discipleship. It’s a new, [y
technology-driven movement to raise up a generation of
lively stones in spiritually dead places—believers who are
willing to walk away from false religions and idols to follow
Christ.

The man behind the movement is Berin Gilfillan. When he
launched the International School of Ministry (ISOM) 20 years
ago, Gilfillan set out to train laborers for the end-time
harvest by planting his video curriculum in local churches
around the world. Today there are more than 15,000 training
sites in 142 nations airing the materials in 70 languages. But
he's still not satisfied.
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