Spirit of Immorality Conquers
Gay Superheroes

] DC Comics has outed The Green Lantern. Despite his

womanizing maneuvers in last summer’s Green Lantern movie,
the alien ring-toting superhero has no interest in the
opposite sex. It seems when he’s not wearing his neon green
garb and accomplishing superhuman feats, the chiseled Green
Lantern enjoys kissing his new boyfriend. And an upcoming
issue of the comic will show just that to innocent children
everywhere.

Perhaps DC Comics 1is trying to compete with its rival Marvel
Comics, which announced just days earlier that it would host
the first gay wedding in the June 20 issue of Astonishing X-
Men #51. 0f course, Marvel Comics has long proved more
progressive on the gay superhero front. Northstar, an X-Men
character, became the first openly gay superhuman in American
comic book history way back in 1992.

And holy cow! There’'s also speculation that Batman is about to
come out of his caved closet, which would confirm decades-old
rumors that Batman and Robin are much more than friends in
tights. In the name of gender equality, the comic book
industry isn’t likely to leave the ladies out. Will we soon
see superheroines 1like Wonder Woman, Catwoman and the
Invisible Woman holding hands, kissing and planning lesbian
weddings within the pages of children’s comic books?
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Why Some Prophets Should Keep
Their Mouths Shut

[x] Prophets would do well to keep their mouths tightly shut

when they don’t have an unction from the Holy Spirit. Yet
too many prophets feel the people pressure—the natural
expectation that comes with the office-to prophesy profusely
in public meetings. And too many prophets feel they must offer
up a “prophetic word” about the latest natural disaster,
governmental shift or economic crisis.

Yes, God surely does nothing unless He reveals it to His
servants the prophets (Amos 3:7). But that doesn’t mean
prophets and prophetic people should move beyond the unction
and in to presumption, does it? We can prophesy according to
the proportion of our faith all day long, but that doesn’t
necessarily make it accurate, does it? Prophetic ministry is
not an exercise that is ego-boosting-or at least it shouldn’t
be.

Week in and week out I write this column. Sometimes I share
experiences from my 1life. Sometimes I share prophetic
insights. Sometimes I offer warnings. This week I am fighting
a horrible cold and I didn’t really have anything to say. I
was not moved by the Holy Ghost to offer a profound
exhortation or even some simple edification when I sat down at
my computer to start typing. I didn’t have anything to say.

Onward, (Wounded) Christian
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Soldiers?

[x] Sabine Barig-Gould apologized for the famous English hymn

“Onward, Christian Soldiers” he wrote in 1865. Why? For
writing it so quickly that some of its lines were “faulty.” He
permitted hymnbook compilers to change some of the lyrics,
such as the phrase “one in hope and doctrine” to “one in hope
and purpose” and “we are not divided” to “though divisions
harass.”

If Barig-Gould were alive today, he may be compelled to offer
his permission to change the title, adding the word “wounded”
to the plight of the Christian soldier.

Sadly, there are too many wounded saints limping around the
church trying their level best to serve God. Rather than
walking in their Christ-given victory, they are walking in
emotional defeat that oft holds them in bondage. Beloved, many
of us have battle scars but many others are still the walking
wounded. They need the healing balm of Gilead, spiritual
medicine to heal their souls. But they also need natural,
practical help to break free.

Are You Following False
Prophetic Voices?

A young woman called me looking for a prophetic word. She [y
was

befuddled, sore vexed and all-out desperate to hear from God
about a

certain situation.
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This young, Spirit-filled woman, we’ll call her

Tammy, insisted she just couldn’t hear from God. She had
prayed. She

has worshipped. She had read books on how to hear the voice of
God.

Yet she adamantly confessed that she could not hear a word.
She called

me because she wanted to me to “go to the throne” on her
behalf.

Tammy

went on to rehearse every detail the devil was telling her.
She told me

how the devil said she was going to get fired on the next
round of job

layoffs. She told me how the devil said her car was going to
break down

soon. She told me how the devil said she was going to get
sick. And she

was full of fear.

Can you see the contrast yet? Tammy did not believe she could
hear

the voice of God-and this after I had coached her for weeks on
how to

quiet her soul and listen for that still small voice-yet

she could tell me every lie the devil was whispering in her
ear with

pinpoint accuracy. And her fear testified that she believed
those lies.



Awakening to the Biblical
Mandate for Night and Day
Prayer

g

Day and night. Night and day. These are themes that run
through the Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—-and they are
awakening the praying church to new realms of intercession.

Fellowshipping with God through prayer and worship is what we
were created for. It’s just that simple. Yet how easy is it to
stray from this reality when the spirit of the world 1is
tugging on your sleeve with trouble, with persecution, with
the worries of this life, or with the deceitfulness of riches?

How easy 1s 1it? Too easy in an American church that’s being
lulled to sleep by a false gospel working its way into our
mindsets through compromised Christian television preachers
and seeker-friendly congregations that look to make numbers
rather than disciples.

Jezebel, Occultism and the
End-Time War on the Saints

At first, I thought it was New Age culture. But I was wrong.
It was occultism.

As I strolled through the streets of Key West on a 24-hour
getaway with my daughter, I noticed something that I had never
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witnessed in Key West before: Occultism seems fully woven
through the culture.

I've been going to Key West for more than 20 years and have
spent weeks at a time on the tropical island. But something
disturbing had happened in the 10 years since I last
visited—-and it’s merely a microcosm of what’s happening in the
world today.

You can no longer walk down Duval Street-the famous drag of
shops and restaurants—without running into the 1likes of
Mahadeo Jerrybandhan, a renowned “peerless palmist” from
Trinidad with a long white beard and an even longer white
robe. But Jerrybandhan is not alone. He has plenty of peers in
Key West, from psychics to mediums to channels to healers to
tarot card readers to astrologers. The only group I didn’t
find down there were the crystal readers.

Then there’s “Robert the Doll.” Key West profiteers have
designed so-called ghost tours that explore the haunted
history of Key West, including old wooden houses where spirits
purportedly walk. Tour guides will tell you that Key West is
one of the most haunted cities in the world with elevated
paranormal activity. A local voodooistic icon, Robert the Doll
will supposedly curse you if you take his picture without
permission or forget to thank him for the privilege.

The Abomination of Occultism

As you can imagine, seeing all this grieved my spirit. But I
should not have been so surprised. Occultism has been slowly
creeping into American culture for decades as movie makers
exalt witchcraft and vampires while the music industry pumps
occult rock. Beloved, we are in the midst of a great spiritual
crisis even now. Qur literature, music, video games, comics,
films and television shows are full of mysticism and the
occult. Some of it is subtle. Some of it is blatant. All of it
is wicked.



Again, this 1is nothing new. Occultism—which broadly includes
magic, séances, channeling, hypnosis, necromancy, astrology,
extra-sensory perception, alchemy, spiritualism and
divination-is strongly condemned in the Bible.

“There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son
or his daughter pass through the fire [which is an ancient
occult practice], or one who practices witchcraft, or a
soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one
who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who
calls up the dead. For all who do these things are an
abomination to the Lord” (Deut. 18:10-12).

The Lord rebuked Israel for practicing astrology (Is.
47:10-14). Jezebel practiced witchcraft (2 Kings 9:22) and we
know how that ended. Ephesus was known for a population that
practiced magic arts (Acts 19:19). And the book of Revelation
makes it clear that “the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable,
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all
liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone, which is the second death” (Rev. 21:8).

Kabbalah, Kundalini and Jezebel

And yet we see occult practices, like Kabbalah, gaining
momentum in the church. We see “prophetic words” delivered in
what appears to be Kundalini fashion, with violent shaking and
demonic tongues against a backdrop of tribal bongos that set
the congregation into hysteria. We see a Jezebel spirit
working to seduce saints into idolatry and sexual
immorality—and oftentimes succeeding. We see all sorts of
strong delusion and strange fire with occultic ties in the
modern church.

But we should not be surprised. The rise of occultism 1is a
sign of the end times. Satan’s plan is to fascinate our hearts
with occult power and deceive us. The Holy Spirit, meanwhile,
wants to fascinate our spirits with a revelation of the Son of



God. I believe God’'s people are enticed by occultism when they
begin seeking spiritual experiences above seeking God. It’s a
subtle—and dangerous—shift. Many Christians are on fire for
God, but that fire can suddenly turn strange if we are not
rooted in the Word. If we seek supernatural experiences, we
will find them-but they don’t always come from Jesus.

Beloved, we must not play with strange fire. Ultimately, the
occult leads to murder and mayhem—immorality of all kinds.
It’s not likely that you would ever willfully visit the likes
of Mahadeo Jerrybandhan, the peerless palmist—or any of his
peers. But could you ignorantly be engaged with occultic
practices that are opening the door to deceptive dangers?
Could it be coming from what appears to be godly
influences—even within church culture?

Discernment or Deception?

Don’t brush the question off before praying about it. If you
want the truth, the Holy Spirit will lead you and guide you
into all truth. Please hear me! Even a little occult is a
deadly poison—-a little leaven leavens the whole lump. The
Bible warns about deceptive teachers, false apostles and
deceitful workers. The Bible warns about self-deception. And
it’s your responsibility to keep your heart pure. If you've
stepped into this demonic ditch, repent now and warn others.

Friends, we’'re in an end-times war with eternal consequences.
Satan is using the occult to seduce people away from the
kingdom of God to dance in the kingdom of darkness. I pray
that the Lord gives you discernment and awakens your spirit,
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming (Matt.
24:42) .

Let me leave you with a warning from the apostle Paul: “Beware
lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the basic
principles of the world, and not according to Christ” (Col.



2:8). Amen.

Jennifer LeClaire is news editor at Charisma. She is also the
author of several books, including The Spiritual Warrior'’s
Guide to Defeating Jezebel. You can email Jennifer
at jennifer.leclaire@charismamedia.com or visit her
website here. You can also join Jennifer on Facebook or follow
her on Twitter.

A Prophetic Cry to Put an End
to ‘Friendly-Fire’ 1in the
Body of Christ

[x] God can-and often does—speak through natural encounters in

our everyday lives. So when I saw two U.S. Army soldiers
pumping gas in the car next to mine last week—and when my
spirit suddenly went on high alert-I knew the Lord was trying
to show me something.

See, I used to live a mile outside the gate of Fort Rucker in
Ozark, Ala. Interacting with military personnel was part of
everyday life. But since I returned to South Florida 10 years
ago I haven’t seen a single military man (or woman). At least
not one in uniform. These men were dressed in their camouflage
gear complete with boots. No one else seemed to notice them,
but I couldn’t take my spiritual eyes or ears off them.

As I watched and listened to how they interacted, I was
impressed with both the camaraderie and respect they showed
one another. I noticed at least one of them had been
deployed-risking his life for the security of the nation-and
returned home safely from war by the patch on his sleeve.
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Finally, before they left, I stepped out and thanked them for
serving our country. The major’s smiling response: “It’s our
pleasure.” Humble.

When I got back in my car, I asked the Lord what that was all
about. He said, “What if these soldiers were out in the middle
of the battlefield arguing with each other?”

It’s Just a Setback. It’s Not
Your Future.

] It’s just a setback; it’'s not your future.

I remember when the Holy Spirit spoke those words to me some
years ago. I had just taken a devastating blow—a one-two
(three-four) punch from the enemy. It sent me reeling with a
spinning head and wobbling legs.

Let’s just say I never saw it coming.

But when the Holy Spirit spoke those eight simple words to me
it broke the spiritual oppression that was trying to settle on
my soul. I suddenly had an all new—more hopeful—-perspective.
Instead of focusing on my immediate past, I began to
immediately look for the next step in God’s good plan for my
future.

Have you encountered a setback lately? Something unexpected
that spoiled your plans and disappointed your heart? It could
be a failed relationship, a broken dream, a financial
calamity, a health issue. Beloved, see this setback for what
it is. Setbacks are delays. Setbacks are hindrances. But
setbacks are not necessarily failures. You did not fail
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because you encountered defeat. You only fail when you choose
not to get back up and keep going. It’'s just a setback. It's
not your future.

Why Is the Body of Christ
Split Into 38,000 Parts?

[x] Many lessons will spring from Trayvon Martin’s tragic

death. It has opened up new discussions on race relations
in America and served as a catalyst for a renewed emphasis on
unity in the body of Christ.

Although I am grieved over Martin’s death, I am grateful that
the church is beginning to rise up and respond. Racism is a
heart issue. Ultimately, we will only emerge victorious over
this demon-inspired mindset when we attack it as a unified
front in the name of Jesus. We overcome evil with good (Rom.
12:21).

I'm nearly 42 years old .. too young to remember the evils of
segregation but not too blind to notice that Sunday morning is
still the most segregated day in America—and it’'s not just
segregated by skin color or nationality, either. The body of
Christ is splintered, with about 38,000 distinct Christian
denominations preaching, praying and sometimes prophesying and
casting out devils in the name of Jesus.

This is a bold statement and one that will probably anger
many. But about seven years ago the Holy Spirit told me
denominations were a tool the enemy uses to bring division in
the church. I found out later that the very definition of
denomination is “a division of part of a whole.” Selah.
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Sanford Pastors Unite 1n
Trayvon Martin Tragedy

] Sanford, Fla., pastors stood united on Friday morning in
front of

Holy Cross Episcopal Church to declare unity among local

clergy.

More than 20 pastors crossed ethnic and denominational lines
in a

pledge to work side-by-side to bring healing and
reconciliation to the

community in the wake of the tragic death of Trayvon Martin.

“We call not on our city but on our state and our nation to
work

toward reconciliation,
Episcopal

Church. “There are certain things we need to deal with. There
is work

to be done. We have to get past this and move forward.”

”n

said Rory Harris, pastor of Holy Cross
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