Benny Hinn Shares Secrets of
Abiding 1in God’'s Presence

Do you know what I want most as a believer? More and more of
the presence of God.

Of course, the day I stand before Jesus, I want Him to look at
me with a smile and say, “Well done.” But while I'm still here
on the earth, I want more and more of His presence. The Word
of God clearly states that we are to seek the Lord with all
our hearts—not half, not two-thirds, but with all our hearts.

Seeking God with our whole hearts requires time. The tangible
presence of God is what we’'re after in our walk with Him
because the presence of the Lord Jesus nourishes, protects,
strengthens and empowers our inner man. But it only becomes a
reality when we spend time with Him. Time is the price we pay.
God will not show up, His presence will not become tangible,
if we do not set our hearts on giving Him our uninterrupted
time.

Another key to unlocking the door to a life alive with God’s
presence is placing your focus upon the Lord. We cannot have
divine communion and human communion at the same time-we
absolutely cannot. I cannot stress this enough—-you cannot
pollute the waters of communication with the Lord and expect
to get a pure drink of His presence. He will not allow it. He
wants your full and undivided attention, your whole heart. If
something sidetracks you, He will hold back or pull away
altogether, and regaining His trust will be very difficult.

God will not share His time. For example, you're in the
presence of God, and the phone rings, so you stop and answer
it. The Lord will not manifest His presence if you answer that
phone. The flow of communication will be disrupted by the
interruption. He will hold back until you finish what you have
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to do or say, and you will have to make an effort to get back
to the place where you were before you answered the phone. You
will have wasted time by cutting the line of communication
with God in favor of a line of communication with another
human being.

Our God is a jealous God. He wants all the time that you put
aside for Him. When you say to the Lord, “This is Your time,”
He wants all of it. He wants every minute of it. Every second
of it belongs to Him. He will not manifest His presence if
someone knocks on the door and you answer it. The God we serve
is jealous. You must stop the distractions that will steal
your focus from seeking the Lord with your whole heart.

Spending at least an hour a day with the Lord builds your
relationship. It’s like spending time with your spouse or a
friend, whomever you build a relationship with. You get to
know them more and more because you’'re spending time together.
When you'’re trying to spend time with someone you love and
that time gets interrupted by someone else, you get irritated
because your alone time was cut short. You didn’t get to
connect as deeply as you wanted. The same is true when your
time alone with the Lord is chopped in two.

I cannot overstate how important it is to build upon this
daily. I find that if I miss a day, I go backward; I'm not at
the same place I was before I missed my time with Him. The
more I spend time with Him, the quicker I get into His
presence; the less I spend time with Him, the slower I get in.

Sometimes you miss your time with God because something comes
up and your schedule changes that day-you’re traveling, or
something distracts you. But you have to decide that nothing
and no one will prevent you from having time with the Lord. I
typically spend time with the Lord at 1:00 p.m., but if I miss
that time, I'll do it at night. God is not concerned that you
missed a specific time. He is concerned that you missed the
day. Don’t go to bed without giving the Lord the time that



belongs to Him.
How to Spend Your Time With God

Once you decide to spend time each day in the presence of the
Lord, you may wonder what you’re supposed to do during that
time. Many people assume I spend the majority of that time
praying. I spend much of my time waiting upon the Lord and
worshipping. I wait upon the Lord to quicken me (Ps. 80:18).
It might surprise you to read this, but I have come to believe
that prayer in and of itself is not necessarily powerful.
After all, religious people pray. Even well-meaning Christians
try to put a spiritual label on things they are doing in the
flesh, even spiritual practices such as prayer, fasting, and
praise.

The problem is, there is no power in those things when they
are done in the flesh. There is only power in the presence of
Jesus. When we commune with the Lord, there is power. As we
spend time with Jesus and He becomes real to us, there is real
power.

There are two realms in which we operate: the realm of the
flesh and the realm of the spirit. Only in the realm of the
spirit will you see lasting results. There are no lasting
results in the flesh; anything that seems like a result there
is only temporary and will quickly disappear. What happens in
the realm of the spirit is eternal. Second Corinthians 4:18
(NKJV) says, “while we do not look at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things
which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not
seen are eternal.”

We are to walk in the Spirit. Galatians 5:25 makes this very
clear: “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit.” In other words, we need to get in the Spirit and live
there.

People don’'t just naturally know how to live in the Spirit.



They don’t know how to find their way to that secret place.
The secret place is the world God wants us to live in. Psalm
91:1 (KJV) says, “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the
most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” It
doesn’t say, “He that visits the secret place.” That's the
problem. Too many people visit and then leave. Let’s take
another look at this scriptural promise: “He that dwelleth in
the secret place .. shall abide.” That means it’s your address,
your place of residence. It’s where you live.

The key is this: “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength” (Isa. 40:31a). Waiting upon the Lord is the
secret. Waiting upon the Lord is the bridge between the flesh
and the Spirit.

How do we wait? The Bible says very clearly that we are to be
still. God never said, “Be quiet,” because it’s not enough to
just be quiet. He said, “Be still.” There’s a big difference.
Quietness is soulish. Stillness is spiritual. If you allow it,
quietness will lead you to stillness. When you are quiet long
enough, God will bring stillness to your spirit man. Let God
quicken you to stillness. The Holy Spirit manifests Himself
when we are still. Stillness activates His power. Stillness
releases His power in us. Stillness manifests the presence of
God in us. Stillness leads us to a deeper understanding of
what it means to be in the presence of the living God.

In Psalm 46:10, God says, “Be still, and know that I am God.”
He is saying, “Be still, and then you will know who I am.” He
is saying, “Be still, and then you will know My presence.” We
don’t know His presence because we do not want to be still. We
think being still is hard because we have to sit there and do
nothing. But we must change our thinking. We are not doing
nothing because we are not waiting on nothing. We are waiting
on the Lord. That’s not nothing; it’s a very important
something. It’s an action, or rather, an act of faith. Waiting
on the Lord requires you to believe that while it seems as if
you are idle, you are not wasting time. In reality, you are



actively communicating with the Lord.

Read this clearly: I am not saying you shouldn’t pray. The
Bible says we can make our requests known. But there comes a
time when we finish our prayer lists. What do most people do
when they’re done asking God for things? They say amen and
walk away. Imagine that-they are in active communication with
the Creator of the universe, and they do all the talking and
none of the listening! That is when they lose. That is the
definition of visiting instead of dwelling. So when you finish
your prayer list, be quiet long enough for God to quicken you,
to ignite you.

When the Holy Spirit quickens you, He will bring you into the
realm of the spirit. You cannot come in on your own just
because you want to. You must be drawn in by the Holy Spirit.
And how does it happen? “They that wait upon the LORD shall
renew their [spiritual] strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles.” The moment your spirit strengthens, the Holy
Spirit quickens you, and when He quickens you, He brings you
in “with wings as eagles.”

Waiting upon the Lord disarms the flesh. It allows you time to
forget about yourself and see Jesus. It dismantles the powers
of sin. It gives you Holy Spirit strength in your inner man,
and the flesh begins to lose its grip on your life. That 1is
what Paul meant when he said, “I keep under my body, and bring
it into subjection” (1 Cor. 9:27a).

The minute you enter the realm of the spirit, something
happens. Psalm 40:3a says, “He hath put a new song in my
mouth, even praise unto our God.” The realm of the spirit
begins with a melody. You begin to sing songs in the Spirit.
Now, you don’t have to have music to get into the Spirit, but
it may help. There’s nothing wrong with playing worship music
to change the atmosphere and keep you focused so you aren’t
distracted by other things.



I like to play worship music as I wait upon the Lord. I find
that the more often you connect with God, the less you need
the music. Sometimes it can be a blockage because once you are
in the flow, you don’t need anything from this earth. The only
reason we need worship music is so we can calm our emotions,
forget our troubles and unite with the Lord Jesus without
distractions. But the moment the Holy Spirit quickens you,
that is all you need. That'’s when the Lord Jesus becomes real.
The practice of the presence of the Lord begins when Jesus
becomes more real to us than our problems, our families, our
troubles and even more real than life itself. At that moment,
it is all about Jesus.

The preceding is an excerpt from Benny Hinn's Mysteries of the
Anointing (Charisma House, 2022). For more information on
Mysteries of the Anointing, check out . {eoa}

Read articles like this one and other Spirit-led content in
our new platform, CHARISMA PLUS.

‘Relate’ by for KING &
COUNTRY

I As the world continues to recover from the pandemic, the
problems present pre-COVID still lurk around us. With
shutdowns, lockdowns and constant uncertainty, strife,
division and discord have only worsened. We live in a world
overdue to rediscover the common bonds people share and to
realize we are more alike than different.
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“By the grace of God, we'll see each other’s heart,”
Australian Christian pop duo for KING & COUNTRY sing in their
new single, “Relate.” Calling people everywhere to take time
to see things from someone else’s perspective in Christlike
selflessness, “Relate” creates an opportunity to sow unity
among the body of Christ and the wider world.

Word Entertainment

Charisma Courses Emotional
Healing & Deliverance

= Emotional healing is one of the many layers of restoration.
It takes time and happens in stages, but God takes us on a
lifelong journey of wholeness. Emotional Healing & Deliverance
makes the perfect tool for equipping believers for this
journey. Understanding self-care, setting boundaries, healing
wounds and breaking generational patterns are all part of the
healing and deliverance process.

How do we overcome shock and trauma, abuse and unhealthy
attachments? Ruth Hendrickson teaches practical, spiritual
truths with the power of prayer to train learners to walk in
healing and to be used powerfully by God to witness healing
and deliverance in others. Find it at

Ruth Hendrickson
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Raising Powerful Children

= Bethel Church children’s ministry leader Amy Gagnon
presents a superb tutorial to help readers apply Proverbs
22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he
is old he will not depart from it,” in their families. Gagnon,
who received the concept of the book during the 2020 pandemic,
deploys her 25 years of experience in children’s ministry to
give parents insights that will help them lead their children
in God’'s call on their lives and the giftings of the Holy
Spirit.

Amy Gagnon

Destiny Image

Getting Good With Money

* Jessi Fearon has created a road map forward to financial
freedom with her “enough is enough” moment as the catalyst.
Getting Good With Money presents hard-earned wisdom from the
first-person experience of a new mom-to-be planning the
household budget as she awaits the birth of her child.
Believers will find exercises, checklists and other useful
tools matching their busy lifestyles to reduce household debt
and increase financial freedom.

Jessi Fearon

Thomas Nelson
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The Heritage of Anglican
Theology

= Are you passionate about revival history? If so, then J.I.
Packer’s The Heritage of Anglican Theology belongs on your
bookshelf! Dive deep into the context and history of the First
Great Awakening and gain a deeper appreciation for legendary
preachers such as John Wesley and George Whitefield.

J. I. Packer

Crossway

Bury Your Ordinary

=1y you seek to live like Christ, yet your life remains
plain, safe or even boring, what can you do about it? Vox
Church founding Pastor Justin Kendrick invites readers to blow
up their faith-life and reorient it around the greatness God
calls us to as disciples of Christ. Including a detailed
seven-habit plan for building forward, Bury Your Ordinary and
its companion Group Workbook offer a path out of dreary
routines and into the fully alive existence God intends for
each of us.

Justin Kendrick

David C. Cook
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The Case for Heaven

= with 14 million copies of The Case for .. series in print,
Lee Strobel returns with The Case for Heaven. As in earlier
books, the former journalist confronts deep, fundamental
yearnings of human existence: What happens when we die, 1is
heaven real, what happens after we arrive? He surveyed experts
in neuroscience, physics and theology in composing his
conclusions about the afterlife.

Lee Strobel

Zondervan

Focus on the Future

= pr. Tim Clinton follows up the success of Take It Back with
a rousing call to believers: Our country has reached a
crossroads, the battle for our faith, families and future 1is
not optional. The co-host of Dr. James Dobson’s Family Talk
presents strong counsel to strengthen marriages, families,
business and relationships for grandparents to Generation Z.

Dr. Tim Clinton

FrontLine
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Called to Breakthrough

= A riveting autobiography by one of today’s leading
Messianic pastors, Rabbi Kirt Schneider shares his Christian
testimony with jaw-dropping candor, warmth and humility.
Without fear, he recounts his fateful yet charming cycle of
meshugge moments from his traditional Jewish upbringing to
salvation in Christ and worldwide ministry.

Rabbi Kirt A. Schneider

Charisma House
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