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Artificial Intelligence has emerged as a transformative tool
in numerous industries, including education, healthcare and
entertainment. Its application in church ministries has also
been explored, offering opportunities to enhance
communication, streamline administrative tasks and expand
outreach efforts. However, with the growing prevalence of AI-
powered text tools, there is a pressing need to examine the
potential misuses of these technologies from the church pulpit
and their negative implications for ministry and the
fulfillment of God’s Great Commission. While AI holds the
promise of advancing ministry efforts, its misuse can distort
biblical truths, compromise pastoral integrity and undermine
the spiritual mission of the church.

Misrepresentation of Scripture

One of the primary risks of using AI text tools from the
pulpit is the potential for misrepresentation of Scripture.
While AI tools are adept at analyzing and generating text
based on vast amounts of data, they lack the essential
qualities of spiritual discernment, a personal relationship
with God and an understanding of divine revelation. Pastors
and church leaders who rely on AI-generated sermons or
interpretations without thorough review risk inadvertently
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presenting inaccurate or incomplete theological concepts to
their congregations.

For example, an AI tool might generate a sermon that aligns
more with secular ideologies or cultural trends than with the
timeless truths of Scripture, potentially leading congregants
astray. This misalignment can occur because AI lacks the
ability to understand the nuances of biblical language, the
significance of cultural and historical contexts and the
spiritual weight of divine inspiration. AI might interpret a
passage literally when it is meant metaphorically or miss the
deeper theological implications of a text due to its limited
comprehension of spiritual principles.

The use of AI without proper oversight can also lead to
shallow, generic or overly simplistic interpretations of
complex biblical teachings. Such errors may misrepresent God'’s
Word, reducing its richness and depth to mere data points.
Furthermore, congregants who recognize inconsistencies or
inaccuracies in AI-generated content may lose trust in their
church leaders, questioning their ability to rightly handle
the Word of Truth. This erosion of trust could undermine the
spiritual authority and credibility of pastors, leading to
confusion and doubt among believers.

The Word of God demands careful exegesis, prayerful study and
a deep reliance on the Holy Spirit for guidance—elements that
cannot be replicated by algorithms. Pastors and leaders have a
sacred responsibility to ensure that the truths they
communicate are rooted in sound doctrine and faithfully
represent God’s message. Misuse of AI in this area risks
distorting Scripture, weakening the spiritual foundation of
the church and jeopardizing the faith journey of its members.

Loss of Authenticity and Personal Connection

The church pulpit is not merely a platform for delivering
information; it 1s a sacred space where God’'s Word 1is



proclaimed with authenticity and personal conviction. When
pastors rely on AI-generated content, the genuine connection
between the preacher and the congregation can be compromised.
Congregants may sense a lack of authenticity if sermons appear
overly polished or disconnected from the preacher’s personal
experiences and insights.

The personal touch in preaching—including anecdotes, heartfelt
prayers and spontaneous moments of connection-cannot be
replicated by AI. A reliance on AI tools risks reducing the
pulpit to a mechanical delivery system rather than a dynamic
and Spirit-led interaction. This loss of authenticity can
hinder the spiritual growth of the congregation and diminish
the effectiveness of the church’s ministry.

Ethical Concerns and Integrity

The use of AI text tools raises significant ethical concerns,
particularly regarding plagiarism and intellectual integrity.
Pastors who use AI-generated sermons or content without proper
acknowledgment may inadvertently engage in plagiarism,
violating ethical principles and damaging their credibility.
The pulpit demands the highest standards of integrity and any
misuse of AI that compromises these standards can have far-
reaching consequences for the ministry.

Additionally, over-reliance on AI tools may reflect a lack of
commitment to the study and preparation of God’s Word.
Scripture calls for leaders to be diligent in their study and
teaching (2 Timothy 2:15), a responsibility that cannot be
delegated to AI. Misusing AI in this context risks turning
preaching into a transactional activity rather than a
spiritually transformative one.

Disrupting the Great Commission

God's Great Commission, as outlined in Matthew 28:19-20, calls
for discipleship and the spread of the Gospel to all nations.
AI tools have the potential to enhance these efforts through



translation, communication and outreach. However, their misuse
can also dilute the church’s mission. For example, automated
messaging or AI-generated responses in evangelism may lack the
depth and relational engagement necessary for genuine
discipleship.

The Great Commission requires a personal and relational
approach to ministry that AI cannot provide. Discipleship
involves walking alongside individuals, addressing their
unique spiritual needs and fostering authentic relationships.
Over-reliance on AI risks depersonalizing these efforts,
reducing the church’s mission to a set of automated processes
rather than a Spirit-led journey.

Risk for Skewed Doctrine

AI tools are only as reliable as the data and programming that
inform them. If these tools are trained on biased or heretical
sources, they may propagate false teachings or ideologies that
conflict with biblical doctrine. Church leaders using AI
without careful oversight risk introducing errors into their
teaching, potentially leading their congregations astray.

The rapid dissemination of AI-generated content also amplifies
the risk of spreading misinformation. A poorly vetted sermon
or article created by AI could reach thousands of people
online, perpetuating theological inaccuracies and undermining
the church’'s mission to uphold and teach sound doctrine.
Vigilance is required to ensure AI tools are used responsibly
and do not become conduits for false teachings.

Dependence on Technology Over Spiritual Guidance

AI text tools, when misused, can contribute to an unhealthy
dependence on technology at the expense of spiritual
disciplines. Prayer, meditation on Scripture and reliance on
the Holy Spirit are foundational to effective ministry. Over-
reliance on AI risks sidelining these practices, as church
leaders may prioritize efficiency and convenience over



spiritual preparation.

The pulpit is a place where the Holy Spirit works through the
pastor to deliver God’s message. AI cannot replicate this
divine interaction. When technology takes precedence over
spiritual guidance, the church’s ministry becomes mechanized
and disconnected from its spiritual roots. This shift can
weaken the church’s ability to fulfill its divine mission and
impact lives for Christ.

Undermining Community and Collaboration

Church ministry 1is inherently communal, involving
collaboration among pastors, staff and congregants. AI tools,
if misused, can undermine this community by isolating leaders
from their teams and congregations. For example, a pastor who
relies heavily on AI-generated content may bypass the
collaborative process of sermon preparation, which often
involves prayer, discussion and input from others.

This isolation can lead to a disconnect between church
leadership and the congregation, as well as a diminished sense
of shared purpose. The church’s mission thrives on unity and
collective effort, which cannot be replaced by AI-driven
solutions. Misuse of AI risks weakening these bonds and
eroding the communal foundation of ministry.

Practical Steps to Prevent Misuse

To mitigate the risks associated with AI text tools in
ministry, church leaders must adopt a proactive and discerning
approach. Practical steps include:

Rigorous Review and Oversight: Pastors and church leaders
should thoroughly review and vet any AI-generated content to
ensure 1its doctrinal accuracy and alignment with biblical
truths.

Transparency and Integrity: When using AI tools, leaders



should be transparent with their congregations about their use
and ensure proper acknowledgment of AI-generated
contributions.

Balancing Technology and Spirituality: Church leaders should
prioritize spiritual disciplines and personal preparation over
technological convenience, ensuring that their ministry
remains Spirit-led and authentic.

Training and Education: Providing training for church leaders
on the ethical and responsible use of AI tools can help
prevent misuse and promote thoughtful application.

Community Engagement: Emphasizing collaboration and community
involvement in ministry efforts can counteract the isolating
effects of AI and reinforce the relational aspects of the
church’s mission.

While AI text tools offer significant potential for enhancing
church ministry, their misuse poses substantial risks to the
authenticity, integrity and spiritual effectiveness of the
church. From misrepresentation of Scripture to the propagation
of false teachings, these technologies can negatively
influence ministry efforts and hinder the fulfillment of God’s
Great Commission. By approaching AI with discernment,
accountability and a commitment to biblical principles, church
leaders can harness its benefits while safeguarding the sacred
mission of the church. Ultimately, the effective use of AI in
ministry depends on its alignment with God’s purposes and its
role as a tool to support, rather than replace, Spirit-led
leadership and discipleship.
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