England’s Largest Muslim
Group Wants Franklin Graham
Banned From Preaching There

The largest Islamic organization in Britain 1is urging the
government to ban evangelist Franklin Graham, who is scheduled
to appear at an event in the country later this month.

Newsweek reports the Muslim Council of Britain (MCB), the
umbrella organization for hundreds of Islamic groups, has
supported the calls from three members of Parliament and
members of the public to deny Graham a visa for spreading what
the organization calls “hate speech.”

The “hate speech” they refer to is Graham’s preaching against
Islam as “evil” and as a “religion of war.” He’s also been an
opponent against the movement for LGBTQ rights.

Graham, the son of the late Billy Graham, is to be the
featured speaker at the Festival of Hope event in Blackpool,
located in northwest England, on Sept. 21.

On the website Jihad Watch, writer Robert Spencer asks “Would
anyone be calling for the banning of Graham from the U.K. if
he had called Christianity ‘evil’?”

The MCB. in a statement to The Guardian. said: “In the past,
the government has banned individuals whom they claim are ‘not
conducive to the public good.’ Mr. Graham’s remarks are on
record and clearly, demonstrate a hatred for Muslims and other
minorities.

“We would expect the government to apply its criteria here. If
it does not, it will send a clear message that it is not
consistent in challenging all forms of bigotry.”

Spencer says the British government is already inconsistent.
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{eoa}

Click here to read the rest of this story from our content
partners at CBN News.

Have You Fallen for This
Sneaky Lie?

This past weekend, I was praying for a friend, and as I did, I
began to speak these words over her, “Father, give her beauty
for ashes, just as Your Word promises.”

Immediately, the Lord spoke to me and said, “You can’t have
beauty without ashes, and you can’t have ashes without fire.”

Ahhh. I realized God was showing me we often want beauty
without ashes. That is simply not possible.

Isaiah 61:3 says; “To preserve those who mourn in Zion, to
give to them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, that they
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, that He might be glorified” (Isa. 61:3).

The word “beauty” means that He will beautify us with His
glory. He will place His glory upon us. However, that comes
after the ashes, not before.

1 John 1:8-9 says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.”

We all have things in us that need to be purified. There 1is
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only one way to remove these things from our life, and that 1is
through God and His fire.

Hebrews 12:29 tells us, “our God is a consuming fire.” It 1is
His fire alone that will cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Malachi 3:2-3 says; But who can endure the day of His coming?
And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s
fire and like launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and a
purifier of silver;

Zechariah 13:8-9 says; And it will happen in all the 1land,
says the Lord, that two-thirds will be cut off and die, and
one-third will be left in the land.

And I will bring this one-third left into the fire, and will
refine them as the refinement of silver, and will test them as
the testing of gold.

We see from Scripture that it is God who refines.
Silver is refined only one way, by fire.

Purification comes only one way. By being plunged into the
heart of fire, the place where the fire is the hottest. And
kept there until it is completely purified. Until it loses all
resemblance of what it once was. This is what happens when we
confess our sins to God, He is faithful and just to forgive us
and cleanse and purify us from that sin.

I want you to notice that the scripture does not say that God
is like a forest fire or an incinerator’s fire. It says He 1is
like a refiner’'s fire. There is a difference.

A forest fire destroys everything in its path. An incinerator
consumes completely. A refiner’s fire does not work that way.

The Bible says in Malachi 3; I the Lord do not change,
therefore you, 0 sons of Jacob, are not consumed, you are not
destroyed.



Our God is like a refiner’s fire. He refines, He purifies. He
removes all the impurities. He burns them up and leaves the
gold, or silver, intact.

It reminds me of brush fires. I have burned brush in my
backyard. I usually have a large fire that takes hours or even
overnight to burn. If I put the fire out too early, it leaves
debris. However, most times I allow the fire to burn until
there is nothing left but ashes. This takes time, normally I
leave it burning all day and all night. This is what God does.
He wants us to allow His fire to burn in us until it burns
everything that is not of Him. Until the only thing left is
ashes. Then and only then, He will turn the beauty into ashes.
Then we will we walk in His glory.

After God showed me this, I did a lot of soul searching. I ask
God to show me anything and everything that was hindering me
from walking in His glory. I also asked Him to keep a fire
burning in me continually, that all debris would be gone.

Yes, God does give us beauty for the beauty, the glorious
crowning of His presence only comes after the ashes. The ashes
only come after the fire—the consuming fire of God. As for me,
I want to be a part of that remnant God spoke of in Zechariah
when He said, “they will call on My name, and I will answer
them. I will say, ‘This is My people’ and each one will say,
‘The Lord is my God.”

Today I say, burn God burn. May Your refiner’s fire burn
everything in me that needs to be removed. May I awake in Your
likeness, for you are my God and I am your people. {eoa}

Kim Potter is a writer and founder of A New Thing Ministries,
which sends a daily teaching to over ten thousand people all
around the world.

Her message 1is a message of hope. She speaks to the heart of
women and men who have become discouraged and disappointed by
the circumstances they may face in life, imparting to them the



desire and ability to stand against all odds and see
themselves as victorious and able to overcome every obstacle
through God. She encourages people to press into God and
discover that He is who He says He 1is. For additional
information go to:

Do People Who Commit Suicide
Go to Heaven?

Last month, a successful young pastor, Andrew Stoecklein,
ended his life at age 30 after suffering from months of
depression. He left behind a grieving wife, three young sons
and a baffled congregation in Chino, California.

Just days before his suicide, Stoecklein preached a sermon at
Inland Hills Church about the reality of depression among
Christians. He used the prophet Elijah’'s life to illustrate
that even spiritual giants struggle with mental and emotional
brokenness.

Stoecklein said in his Aug. 12 message that “we see mental
illness on display” when Elijah hid in a cave and prayed that
God would take his life. “Elijah, he pinpoints the pain,” the
young pastor said. “He acknowledges that he is filled with
anxiety and depression and suicidal thoughts. .. Now that is
something that we don’t like to talk about much, do we?
Especially not the church.”

Stoecklein identified with Elijah’s weakness more than anyone
realized. He suffered crippling panic attacks after his father
died of cancer, and the leaders of his church insisted that he
take a sabbatical because of his depression and anxiety. Yet
no one, including his supportive wife, Kayla, had any clue he
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would end his life.

What's ironic is that Stoecklein’s funeral was held just two
days before National Suicide Prevention Day-which was
instituted to raise awareness of mental illness in America.

The saddest aspect of this tragedy is how some Christians view
suicide. Because we don’t talk about it enough, the church
often is silent when it happens—or we give really bad advice
to those affected by it.

The truth is that suicide is discussed in the Bible. Saul
intentionally fell on his own sword, Samson pulled the temple
down on himself, Ahitophel strangled himself and Judas hung
himself. And the apostle Paul told the Corinthians that his
trials were so difficult that he “despaired even of life” (2
Cor. 1:8c).

Here are three clear principles we must teach as we examine
this neglected topic:

1. Suicide is not the unpardonable sin. I have been around
legalistic Christians who insist that a person who kills
himself automatically goes to hell. They base this
belief on a narrow interpretation of 1 Corinthians
3:16-17 (NASB), which says, “If any man destroys the
temple of God, God will destroy him.”

If you dig deeper in that passage, and look ahead to the fifth
and sixth chapters, you’ll see that Paul is not talking about
suicide. He makes these comments



